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The Spirit 


Introduction 

Nearly a year and a half has peescdsincc our last 
tnagazinewas published. Thatwas the fallofl993; it’s 
now ahno^flic spring of1995. So what have we been 

doing all that time? Basically, our political work has 
continued. Although we weren’t able to^blish a 
magazine or an info bulletin, we continued to write 
articles, do translation work, and distribute news 
items, mostV on the Internet computer network. We 
have sti^^ in contact with several active groups in 
Nortii America and in Europe via the Internet, and it 
was largeV <1 ue to financial and time constraints that 
we weren’t able to publish another issue Of Amt The 
Spirit Some of tire major issues we were active 
around in 1994 were the parole campaign for Puerto 
Rican P.O.W.S, tire international art show for Muttria 
Abu-Jamal, atrd tire Kaindl Trial in Berlin. (See the 
related articles in this issue.) 

In addition to finally publishing issue #17 of our 
tiragazine, we are happy to announce that we have 
started doing another smaD publication entitled the 
Ktmiistan Info Bulletin. Issue #1 came out in January 
and issue #2 will be published shortK/before Newroz 
on March 21. We plan to publish this bulletin bi- 
irrontir^ as a gesture of concrete solidarity with the 
Kurdish community here in North America. 

We have also published a few pampiets recently 
which people can order from us. Attack The Nazis 
Evetywhere! is a documenlation of the anti-fascist 
rrroverrrentinGerrrrar^. MuntiaAbu-JatnahALifeOf 
J5fes&fanceisare-pritrtofaDecerrrber 1994 interview 
witir political prisorrer Mumia Abu-JamaL Arrd for 
Inrir naHnn Women’s Day 1995, we published Resis¬ 
tance^ Life! Women In TJteAmtedSin^gIe.VIeako 
participated in a joint publication entitled Neo-Nazis 
And The War Against Women's Reproductive Free¬ 
dom. This pamphlet wee joitrtiy published with two 
Toronto groups, Anti-Racist Acfen (ARA) and the 
Jewish Feminist Anti-Fascist League (JFAFL). 

This issue of Arm The Spirit is our biggest and 
most diverse yet We have divided the magazine into 
five sections; E2LN, Kurtfistan, Political Prisoners, 
Guerrili^^ and Anti-Fascism. Again, we apologize for 
the long delay in publishing this issue. 

If things go well, issue #18 will be out by the end 
of the summer, with at leeist one info bulletin before 
thattime as well Please contact us in the meantime for 
updates on any of tiie issuees covered in this issue. 

most importanth;, stay informed and join the 
struggle to free Mumia! 

Special thanks to - for the artwork on this page. 


ATS In Cyberspace 

ArmThe Spirit can be reached in a variety of ways 
on the Internet, via e-mail, ftp, gopher, and the 
world-wide web. News items and articles from 
Arm The Spirit are regularly posted to 
alt.politics.radical-left and distributed on our 
listserv ats-l. We also post Kurdish news to 
soc.culture.kurdish and operate a Kurdistan news 
and solidarity listserv called kurd-l. Contact us 
via e-mail to subscribe to these on-line listservers. 

ats@etext.org 

gopher://locust.cic.net:70/11/ 
Politics/Arm.The.Spirit 

ftp.etext.org/piib/Politics/ 
Arm.The.Spirit 


COMMUNiC^UE 


Dear Compas, 

In response to the Mexican government 
choosing to employ military action against the 
Zapatistas, we found it necessary on Sunday, 
February 12,1995, to cany out acts of sabotage 
against the New York branches of Bancomer and 
Banco Mexicano. In addition, numerous branches 
of Chase Manhattan Bank were hit. Chase has 
taken a particularly aggressive role in pushing the 
Mexican govemmentto take miltary sretion against 
the people of Chiapas and the EZLN. 

The New York Police Department offered 
no resistance. We take these etetions in solidarity 
with the people of Chiapas. 

La Lucha Continual 
Chase Out Of Chiapas! 


Ongoing Call To International 
Socially-Conscious Prisoners 

INTERNATIONAL POtITKAL PRISONERS UNITE TO SAVE MUMIA ABU-JA/AAL 
ART ANP WRITINGS A6AINSTTHEPEATH PENALTY 



Ann The Spirit 
P.O. Box6326,Stn.A 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5W1P7 Canada 


Sisters and Brothers, 

More tiran 90 political prisoners from the USA, 
Canada, Germany, France, Chile, Belgium, Den¬ 
mark, Spain, and Peru have contributed artworks, 
crafts, andwritingstoourcollective prt^ect, “Arts And 
Writings Against The Deatir Petral^. 

We are grateful to everyone inside who has 
contributedandtothoseonthe streetwho have ®ven 
our work a means of expression. The response from 
prisoners was perhaps no surpri^, butthe project has 
also been enthusiasticaty embraced by many people 
outside. The art and performance aspects of this 
unprecedented effort are reaching into new commu¬ 
nities with our call for solidarity with Murrua and every 
person on Death Row. 

We are being heard. 

The art show recently concluded a month-tong 
exhtoition at the art gallery of the Adam 
Clayton Powell State Office Building 
in New York. Many other venues, 
including Jersey City and Newark, 

NJ, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, 

PA, Yale University, Atlanta, GA 
and throughout Europe have con¬ 
tacted us for dates to display the 
artwork throughout 1995. The 
performance event originally 
scheduled for January wiBbe held 
inNcwYorkCity on June 17,1995. 

Many of the art pieces contributed 
in the first call have already been sold 
with tire condition that they will con¬ 
tinue to travel with the exhibit None 
of us, however, expected this 
project to carry on through 
the entire year. There is 
practical need to deliver 
some of the artwork by 


June to those who have already purchased it There 

will be matty more opportunities to sell more artwork 

and crafts during the upcoming tour and fturds for 
Mumia’s defence are still urgently needed. 

If, due to the deadline of the original call, you 
haven’t had the chance to contribute, you can do so 
now. If you have already contributed, please consider 
contributing additional pieces of artwork. The project 

especially needs contributions byJune 1, the date that 

we will need to deliver artwork to those who have 
purchased it in the previous sfac months. You can 
contribute works to: 

Political fYisoners Unite 
164 Lexington 
Jersey City, NJ 
07304 UBA. 

Tel: (201) 420-9434 

With the inauguration of death 
penalty enthusiast Governor Tom 
I Ridge, the pace of executions in Penn¬ 
sylvania feexpectedtopickup. Mumia’s 
life is in grave danger. Let us build the 
rrromentum of our solidarity until he is 
safe and free of harm. 

Tim Blunk 

Jihad Abdul Mumit 
Alberto Rodriguez 
Larry Giddings 
Kojo Bomani Sababu 
Hanif Shabazz Bey 
Ricardo Jimenez 
Abdush Shakur 

February 1995 
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Communique From The Indigenous 
Clandestine Revolutionary Committee 

a^n&t^cx\ CommciKAc! of+Ke Zapo+isto /vJatioKol 


Moxico - Febxuaty 9, 1995 

To flic people of Mexico; 

To the people and governments of the world: 

To the national and international press: 

The Indigenous Clandestine Revolutionary Commit- 
iee, General Command of the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army declares the followin£p 

First In response to the ultimatum of Ernesto Zedillo 
given on Frfsruaty 5th 1995 in the city of Qucrctaro, 
Queretaro, we say. 

1. Ernesto Zedillo hse now made a decision. Put 
between choosing between, for one side, favoring the 
peaceful transition to democracy, to defending the 
national sovereignty, to changing the direction of the 
current brutal path of the national economy and to 
giving a just and dignified solution to the demands of 
the Mexican indigenous; and, for the other side, 
leading the reaction, continuing wifli the flight of our 
riches in order to benefit the foreign stock market, 
continuing with the economic program based on lies 
and aatistying the anxiousness for vcngencc of the 

planlationownersandpowcrfulbusinessmeninsoufli- 
eastem Mexico. Made to choose, Zedilb has opted to 
behumbleandservilcwithflie powerful, tobehai^ty 

and arrogant with flic hunible. 


2. Ernesto Zedillo has given an ultimatum to the rebel 
forces of flie EZLN. He immediate^ received ap¬ 
plause and expressions of byalty from the men of the 
gallows and the knife in Chiapas, the support of the 
usurpers of government in the Southeast and the 
satisfaction of the powerful foreign capitalists. 

3. The EZLN has given constant demonstrations of its 
disposition to dialogue. Proof of this will can be 
provided by the governmental representatives with 
regards to the solution to the armed movement of the 
EZLN. 

4. Now, inexplicabh;, when the representation of the 
EZLN had finalized the details foranew meeting with 
flic governmental delegates and when among the 

indigenous communities wWchsupportourjust cause, 

flie points of the agenda for the closed-door dialogue 
were beginning to be discussed, we receive this 
ultimatum. 

5. The EZLN laments this surprising turn in the 
disposition of the federal Executive. The EZLN docs 
not bow its head before threats. For years we have 
lived that way, flireatenedby the mighty men and their 
private armies. Thrcd of tiiis, we took up arms to 
demand that which is the ri^t of whatever human 
being inwhatever part of flic world: liberty, democracy 
and justice. Untfe flircats we wiD not talk; we will 


LETTER FROM THE EZLN 


Februaiy 11, 1995 - Chiapas, Mexico 

To flic people of Mexico 

To the national and international press 

To the peoples of the world 

The Indigenous Clandestine Revolutionary 
Committee,Gcncral Command of flic EZLN 

We have made a call to all of our brothers and 

sisters of Mexico to detain this gcnocidal war fliat 
the bad government is waging against us. 

The federal government is acting with lies, it 
iscarryingoutadirtywarinourvillages. Yesterday 
around noon, 14 helicopters bonibed the area 
around Morelia and Gamucha, as well as shot 
artillery fire in the area under Zapatista control, 

thousands of federal soldiers have penetrated into 

I the interior of the jungle, via Monte libano, Agua 
AzuL Santa Lucia, La Gamucha Champes, San 
Agustin,GuadalupcTepcyacandothcrs. Thcyarc 
surrounding us with death and ugliness. We, the 
Zapatistas, as troops and civilians, up to this point, 
have done everything possible to fallbeick, but now 
we do not have any other option except to defend 
ourselves and to defend our villages, thousands of 
civilians have left their homes. 

Brofliers and sisters, the government of 
Ernesto Zedillo is killing us, it is killing children, it is 

attacking women and raping them. 

We ask the people of Mexico and all the 
people of the world to do something to stop this 


Again we askyou, brothers and sisters, don’t 
leave us alone. 

We will act with dignity. / 

! 

Liberty, Justice, and Democracy! 

Fraternally, 

The Indigenous Clandestine Revolutionary 
Committee,General Command of the EZLN 



(Tmnsbted by Cindy Arnold, NCDM volunteer) 


repond to intirradations, reinforcing our decision to 
risk the ultimate consequences in order to obtain a 
satisfactory, just and dignified solution to our needs. 

6. Zedillo attempts to make the Congress of the Union 
an accomplice in flic use of military force to confront 
our cause. Protected by a Congress with a PRI major- 

Zedillo wants to obtain the legal endorsement to 
suspend individual rights, to declare martial law and 
to authorize the massive and indiscriminate use of the 
federal Army against the insurrectionary indigenous 
people. 

7. The dialogue that the bad government attempted 

was an effort to bring the EZLN to its knees. It was 
misled, since January 1st, 1994, we live on foot. On 
foot we will talk or on foot we will fight, on foot we will 
live or on foot we will die. 

8. The delivery of the wealth of the national subsoil, 
especially the petroleum, is what is at the root of the 
current governmental decision. In the top level gov¬ 
ernment circles of Mexico and the United States, the 
existence of rich, high quality oil fields in the lands of 

Chiapas is comnnon knowledge. The EZLN is a rfistur- 

bance to the treasonous plans of the supreme govern¬ 
ment. This is the price of the ban: it will have to be paid 

with Mexican blood, and with indigenous bbod esp^ 
cialV, fo order to pay off the debt 

The supreme government prepares the criminal 
blow, prepares the mass media, the Legislative and 

Judicialpowers, its armedforces and its paramilitaries. 

The EZLN prepares the resistencc. There is no dia¬ 
logue now. Rather than talk, the bad government 
made a call to arms. 

I 

Second: Today, February 9th, 1995, at 4pm, hun- 

) dredsoftroopsofthefederalarmytookpossessionof 

the town halls in San Andres Sacamach, Simojovel 
Si and Sabanilla, and reinforced the garrisons with 
■ thousands of soldiers in Ocosingo, AHamirano, and 
T ag Margaritas. Minutes later, the bad government 
announced by means of a radio transmitter and in the 
voice- of Ernesto Zedilb Ponce de Leon, a series of 
declarations and threats regarding the EZLN and our 
just cause. 

Third: With regard to the detention of some peopb in 
Mexico City and in the state of Veracruz, who, H is 
said, bebng to the EZLN, we are waiting for informa¬ 
tion about these people to be able to clarity whether 
they are or are not members of our army. As we have 
shown in previous communiques, the EZLN always 
has acknowbdged that it has forces in other states in 
the country, but all arc under the orders of this CCRI- 
CG of the EZLN to not carry out any military offensive 
against any governmental force or its installations. 

Fourth: Regarding the serious accusation that Zedilb 
makesagainst our EZLN, saying that we refuse to 
dialogue and that we were preparing for a series of 
viobnt acts in order to extend our territory, we declare 
firmly that this is a lie. The disposition to dialoguing 
and to a just and dignified solution to the conflict has 
been demonstrated in the statements of our leaders 
and in the actions to reduce the tensions, which we 
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agreed to in the meeting on 
January 15, 1995 witir 'Bre 

Secretary ofState. At aUtinnes 
the EZLN has given demon- 
stratiorrs of its comrrutrrrent 
I - to a just and dignified politi¬ 

cal solution to the conflict The supreme government, 
Brrough Bie mouth of its representative Esteban 
Moctezuma Barragan, did nothing bt^ lie to the 
peo^ of Mexico and lie to us. 

The EZLN denies completely that it was trying to 
buy time or preparing bellicose actions that would 
break its commitment to an indefinite offensive cease 
fire while the negotiations for a stable treaty were 
developing. The EZLN’s delays in responding to the 
government’s communications were the.rresu]t of our 
complying with our obligation to consult Bre members 
of Bris CCRl-CG of Bie EZLN, and Bre great distances 
and problems with communicafion Brat exist in the 
mountains of the Mexican Southeast also caused the 
delay in our atrswers. 

It is evident that the supreme govenrment is 
ignoring the grave conditions of isolation in which that 
same government has always kept the indigenous 
oommunifies, and which make communication diffi¬ 
cult 

But aboveafl, itisourlackoftrustregardingthe 
supposed win of the government which impedes the 
posstoility that the discussions dedicatedto a political 
solution continue. The climate of belligerence of the 
guardias blancas in the states, the forced removab of 
people from their land and the lack of a serious 

proposal for dialogue on Bre part of the governmental 

representatives makes a serious nreefing impossfcle. 
From Bre ZapaBsta perspeefive the governmental 
rtedsion to take a military solution to the conflict was 

trrade in Bre UrritedStatesof America and Moctezuma 

Barragan only triedto Sain Bme, feigning willingness 
while Bre supreme government prepared the farce of 


iZAPATISTAS! 

Documents Of The New 
Mexican Revolution 


A comprehensive collection of EZLN documents consisting 
of interviews, manifestos, and communiques in which the 
Zapatistas teB their own stories in tfieir own words, free 
of the silences and distortions of established world media. 

352 Pages, $12 - PubUshed Sept. 1994 Byi 
AutomomedJa 

P.O. Box 568 , t^IUanisbiiig Stn. 
Biooklyai, NY 
11211 USA 

Contacti Flemiag 

Pht 718 387 6471, Faxr 718 963 2603 


detentions in Veracruz and Mexico CHy, finalizing 
detaib of the war and waiting for the end of the rainy 
season to carry out the planned massacre. The two- 
sided face of Bre govemrrrental representatives today 
now can be seen behind the arrest orders and the 
military bayonets. 

FifBr: With respect to the calumny about the leader¬ 
ship of Bre EZLN not being indigenous nor from 
Chiapas, Bre EZLN declares Brat it has no higher 
comrrrand than Bre Indigenous Clandestine Rcvolu- 
tiorraiy Corrrmittee-Gcrrcral Corrrmand arrd that it is 
composed of, in its totality, indigenous people of 
Chiapas. 

With respect to Bre origins of subcomandante 
Marcos, as he has stated since January 1st, 1994, he 
is not from Chiapas rror itrdigeirous, but he is Mexican 
atrd he ebeys our political and organizafiorral direc¬ 
tion and no one else. The mifitary questions arc his 
direct responstoility, and there is no higher military 
authority than his, and in our structure, no one else 
has Bre military rank of subcomandante. 

WiBr respect to the ties of the EZLN to the 
organizaBon called **National Liberation Forces , the 
EZLN, during interviews, letters and communiques, 
has explained Brat in its beginnings members of 
diverse armed organizations. In the country came 
together, that fromBrere was bom the EZLN and that 

this, little by little, hasbcentakenoirbythe indigenous 
communities until they have become the political and 
military leadership of the EZU4. 

ToBre narrre of the “National Liberation Forces” 
as the antecedents of fire EZLN, the government 

should addBrose of aOofthe guerrilla organizations of 

the 70s and 80s, Arturo Gamiz, Lucio Cabanas, 
Genaro Vazquez Rejas, Emiliano Zapata, Francisco 
Villa, Vicente Guerrero, Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon, 
MiguelBdafeo andCostilla, Benito Juarez, and many 
others who are rrow erased from the history books 
because a people wiBr a memory arc a rebellious 
people. 

We reiterate, Bre E2J4 is an organizaBon of 
Mexicans, for Bre most part indigenous, directed by a 
committee that brings together the dishnet ethnic 
groups in Chiapas and absolutely does not have, in its 
composiBorr, any mertber who is not indigenous. 

Sixth: WiBr respect to the Bireat of the government to 
enter the Zapatista communities with federal troops 
and police in an alleged search forthe one they accuse 
of being subcomarrdante Marcos, the EZLN declares 
that while it may appear as a good excuse, it will resist 
and combat in self defense if it is assaulted by the 
governmental forces. 

SevenBi: The CCRl-CG of Bre EZLN reiterates its 
disposifion to a poBBcal soluBon to the conflict by 
means of dialogue wKhout flireats, pressures or mili¬ 
tary attacks. 

Eighth: If, regardless of Brb rciteraBon of our disposi- 
Bon to dialogue, the bad government goes forward 
with its war plans, Bie EZLN declares, now, that we 
will not give up. We will fight on foot, on foot we will 
die, but we will not return to living, not ever, on our 
knees. 

Democracy! 

Freedom! 

Justice! 

From the mountains of southeastern Mexico, 


Interview With 
Subcommandante 
Ana Maria 

In the first interview of a ZapaBsta com¬ 
mander with the press since the army offensive, 
subcommandante Ana Maria states thatthey can 

no bnger back off from a confrontaBon wtth the 

federal army. She said that the EZLN avoided 
confrontaBons with federal troops in order to 
demonstrate their intenBons to engage in dia¬ 
logue, but the actions by the government were 
forcing them to reconsider. She referred to the 
arrests, torture, and bombing of civilian popula- 
Bon. She stated that the people that have been 
arrested are not members of the E23N, and 
accused the government of carrying out a witch- 


xe 



hunt She said that in the town of Rosario Ibarra, 
Ocosingo, a village leader was tortured and his 
arm was cut off his body. The women in the 
village were threatened with losing their Idds if 
they did not speak up and denounce EZLN 

I sympathisers.Shealsosaidthatsorr>ecommuni- 

Bes have lieen bombarded. 

Ana Maria said that federal troops kicked 
out all civilians arrd the Red Cross upon their 
eurival to Guadalupe Tepeyac. She said that on 
Bre lOBr and llBr about 30 helicopters were 
carrying out low flights over the jungle while 
hundreds of tanks and transport vehicles had 
made it into small villages around Bre jungle. 

Atra Maria declared that she has no infoiv 
maBon of confirontaBorrs taking place with the 
federal troops, but Brat Bre EZLN will fight if 
atrociBes conBnue. She stated: “The EZLN is 
very big and it is everywhere, not only in the 
jutrgle." Her interview took place in the Los Altos 
re^on of Chiapas, outside of the jungle region 
that is surrounded by troops. 

(Source; Austin Canute de SoJidandad con 
Chiapas y Mexico) 

Indigenous Clandestine Revolutlonazy 
Committee, General Command of tire 
Zapatista National Liberation Army 

February 1995 

(Translated by Cindy Arnold, volunteer, National 
Commission for Democracy in Mexico) 
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Interview With Subcomandante Marcos 

Interviews By Epigfnenio Ibarra In Aguascalientes, Chiapas 


For the Zapatista Army of National Liberation the civilmovement which has become 
weaker due to internal wear and tear or because they bet on banners which hadrm future 
is one ofthe most disillusioning events of the year. In the opinion of Subcomandante Marcos, 
civil society “abandoned us in the convocation of the Democratic National Convention, as 
well as in the help they were giving us. 

Nevertheless, Marcos believes that this does not caH for discounting the experience of 
the CND: “Ifit is not the Convention then it must be another type of movement which can 
see that the fsoblem is not one of slogans, butthemethodofworkwhich is used to raise foem 
and convoke people to new mobilizations. Z, 

Marcosseesa “moredifficult“M&dcoon thepolidcalkeld, becauseamongotherthings 
foe electoral stru^ did not serve to change the “one-party system”. Wtfoout mentioning 
names or positions, the insurgent leacfor said he mistrust^ those leaders who “in the final 
analysis are making deals with the government, hidden agreements.”^ 

The precise probkm is not making those deals, “but doing it in a hidden manner and 
with foe government which is foe enemy, a government witting to stay in power by not 
acknowledgng anything which occurs around focm.^. 


That abandonment of which you speak, could 
it not be considered an^dication diat die 
cause of the EZLN has ^^^ture? 

That’s one reading. The way we read it is that it 
is an abandonment not of Zapatismo, but of the 
possibility of a peaceful change (...) the end to those 
civilian mobilizations is a call to the EZLN so that we 
takethcroad which we hadsuspended in January and 
ratified in August during the first session of the Con¬ 
vention. We interpret this as a call from fiiose social 
sectors which are the most dispossessed to return to 
combat against the government. We may be mis¬ 
taken, it maybe that in reality the Zapatista demands 
ate out of sync, that they don’t fit in the historic 
moment which the country is living, but we don’t 
believe that We would not have taken up arms or 
continued if we believed that our demands had no 
echo... 

1 think we are correct when we say that the 
faltering of the civil movement calk us to the military 
movement, that is the reading we make of it That 
reading in January made us accept the ceas^re, 
later the dialogue, later the Convention and our 

submission to it, now it obliges us to make the decision 
to renew hostilities. 


Tacho says, which carries a ban¬ 
ner which finds common 
ments and places in contact all 
those sectors and above aD which 
proposes a new form of working 
and a new form of organizing. We 
think, and I think ^U, that this can 
be the Convention at some point 
If not the Convention, then it must 
beanothertypeofmovemcntwhich 
can do this. The problem is not the 
banners one raises but the prob¬ 
lem is also the method of work 
which is used to carry them out and 
mobilize people. 

We now confronta more dif¬ 
ficult political scenario in Nfesdco, a Mexico which for 
a moment lost its skepticism about legal organizations 
ofthe left, lost its distance in respect to political parties 
due to distrust, suspicion, lost its skepticism aboutfiie 
possibility of presenting a imited front before the one- 
party system. To this was added the fact that the 
electoral struggle was sabotag^ and the orre-party 
system imposed once again. This leaves people with 
an enormous frustration. So what’s next? What do I 

do? It^ mistrust for those who, finally arc makingdeals. 
And making deals is not the problem, doing it behind 


If you look at this, flierc were 6,000 in the first closed doors is, and with the government which it is 
convention; at a second meeting there were, said we are fighting against, a government wiUing to 
more than 400. This weakening, doesn’t it also stay in power any way possible, in a histone blindne^ 
call for you to take the offensive in political 6/whichallusfhexicanswiilpay.lwishonlythcywould 
terms? 

Look, we believe this weakening fe^above all, an 
exhaustion with the methods, that tiie democratic 
movement in Mexico - and here is included the entire 
spectrum, from the ultra-left and the left to the centrist 
sectors which seek a democratic change - have ar¬ 
rived at exhaustion of the old methods of work; too 
many meetings, demonstrations without a defined 
direction, a lot of emphasis upon “joining” move¬ 
ments. The problem with these joirtt movements is 

that you have to find something which really mobilizes 

everyone, so the juncture cannot affect some and not 
others. The only juncture which realkr affects every¬ 
one is the war. This is what allowed the development 
of the great mobilizations in January and I expect they 
will do something in Decertiber. 

We also see that the lack of a national political 
force is being pointed out, a new one^modem one, as 


pay, but all of us will pay. 

Now there is thfe element of an armed move¬ 
ment. We think like this, the people turn to the left, they 
turn to the right,and finally they turn again to the 
Mexican southeast and see a group of men and 
women who are armed, masked, which is saying the 
same thing they want to say, but with arms. If all else 
fails, let’s try the war a^in. This is the reading we 
make. We think that when we say no, there are many 
people who expect that, and when we say we are 
uncomfortable we are responding in some way to the 
sentiments of broad sectors of the population. 

You have disiinguisbed yourselves by makhig 
political use of armed struggle, in several of 
your declarations yesterday, it seems that their 
political use is exhausted, that what comes is 
the use of armed stuggle as armed struggle, 
because there is no odier way. In the tactical 


sense, you say fliere is no retreat, we will have 
to fight widt the villages. You foresee die 
massive exodus of entire villages. No political 
or military outiet can beseen to die use of arms 
in diat sense. 

We are surrounded. We are surrounded in 
military terms since January. Unfortunately, the politi¬ 
cal encirclement we now suffer docs not come from 
the government but from the exhaustion of those 
social sectors which gave us oxygen before, not in 
terms of an exchange, but to the extent that they took 
our banners and tried to carry them forward. 

So, when they begin to leave those banners we 
have to pick up what we have. If the climate is political, 
that is to say, if there is a political opening you can use 
a weapon to point it out. But when there is no longer 
that, one intuitively believes that the weapons have to 
open that space again, firing again to make politics 
possible. What we understand is that December of 94 
is not January of 94, we are in a sharper military 
correlation, balanced against us more. We no longer 
have the element of surprise. The enemy is in position 
to annihilate us and we have to acknowledge some¬ 
thing. In these circumstances we cannot make a 
guerrilla military proposal with the territory under our 
control. We cannot because the composition of our 
army is too rooted in the villages. We cannot pull the 
soldiers outside their families and abandon their 
families. Either we go with them, or we stay with them, 
that’s what 1’ m saying. 

In military terms, thesituation is balanced against 
us. But we believe we must do something and when 
we feel we can no longer speak or feel that oiir speech 

----— ^ 
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has no echo, no receptivity, 
well we always have the 
weapon. 

Youhave always said that 
if war begins again it will 
be difficult to stop. Being 
are, ffiis would be a very 
even more diffir^ult to stop. 


sturrounded as you 
painful, costly war, 
isn’t ffiis true? 

Yes, because a war in that sense creates a lot of 
hatred which accumulates and which is discharged 
sooner or later. So convincing an Army that they 
should hold back after they have already held back 
and nothing has happened - everything remained the 
same. What argument is useful for the Zapatistas: 
stop, try a peace rregotiation, when the one which 
happened left everything the same? Nothing changed 
in the national parrorama arrd nothing changed in the 
regionalpanorama.There is nothing! cansay to make 
Aem believe that die peace negotiations were useful 
(...) the same class structure is in place, the same 
racism, the same governmental structure, the same 
radical speeches and reactionary practices. So no one 
can convince an army which tried one road to return 
to it because the dead have accumulated. 

It was difficukto stop our people in January after 
the first ceeualUes. If the war begins again it will be 
more difficult and I would dare to say it would be 
impossible. Add to that skepticism, that disillusion of 
having tried the dialogue without results. 

(...) Zapatista forces may be encircled but 

Zapatismo has extended to alt the state of Chiapas, in 

every rural zone and some urban zones (...) these are 
Zapadstas and they havecasuahles. The nuniber of 
dead, of disappeared, the repression which comes 
from the governmental structure, whether diey be 
arbitrary actions of the federal army^or assassinations 
by the White Guzurds or disappearances or evictions 
of the Judicial Police or Public Safety. So these 
companeros say to us: the ceas^re has ended, why 
are we preserving it? You have the armed force there 
and you are our Army. You have to defend us, you 
have to do something, otherwise why did you take up 
arms. 

(...) When we say that Robledo formalizes the 
end to the ceasefire we are saying ithasbeendone (...) 
it has been broken by governmental forces and now 
it’s our turn to respond because that pressure comes 


fromoutside. In reality all the peaceful civic rrxrvement 
isbeing hit harder arrd in more radical ways each time, 

and it is telling us (...) no rrrorc. They’re counting their 
deadand saying, how many more must die before you 
do something, how marry more dead so that every¬ 
thing stays the sarrre arrd you do rrothing. That’s what 
takes us to that corrclusion. 

If at the trational level there is nothing which 
gives us an out, a way to get to the regiotral level; they 
are telling us that the door to open is the door to war, 
and I’m not referring solely to the Zapatistas. I’m 
referring to a good part of the official campesino 
nroverrrent which is exhausted and views the imposi¬ 
tion of Robledo Rincon wittr terror. In addition to 
Rincon there is a state congress which in its totality is 
in favor of Patrocinio Gonzalez Garrido. So, there was 
an artrv which took up arms, firere were casualties, 
destruction, threats, invasiotrs, exhaustiorr, a block¬ 
ade and everything is still fire sarrre? If the people are 
not willing to tolerate it, to accept it, they have to turn 
to something arrd they turn to us. 

You said no to a dialogue rvifii Camacho, ihen 
no to Madzazo, now no to tire dialogue which 
President Zedillo proposes... So, rwho will you 
talk to? (...) About what... Is H still possible? 

(...) With Camacho there was (...) what I was 
saying to you (...) a radical proposal arrd a reactiotrary 
practice, or a “no. change” practice. Here’s an ex¬ 
ample; the local el^ons. We ask^ firat elections for 
goverrror, municipal prresident, arrd state deputies all 
occur atthesarrretittre, thatthestatcrenew itself atthe 
same time, and they answer by keeping everything 
separate arrd also insertmg the state election process 
in the federal election process, in a conflict which has 
yet to be resolved. We see firat and say no to a fake 
dialogue, to an errrpty shell of an agreement, an 
agreerrrent from above which leaves the base causes 
of fire uprising untouched. 

We could have benefited directly from that, we 
could have said: orale, we’ll make an arrangement 
and take a few things. We know that the structure had 
rrotbeen touched and another Zapatista Army some¬ 
where else would rise up sootrCT or later utrder that 
sarrre structure. That’s when we said; no real solu¬ 
tions, no to a dialogue. Madrazo came and proposed 
the sarrre thirrg or nothing, and firen the companeros 
say no and say. well, what are we going to talk about, 
we tried once and there is nothing new. In Zedillo’s 


case; well, we need a sign, we need to see 
somethirr^resides speeches, to rrrake us know that 
there is a willingness to resolve firese conflicts by other 
trreans. That can only be the willingness to deeply 
transform Southezist Mexico. 

I think the State is not willing to do this. 1 think 
that in order to do this they have to sacrifice one or 
another part either they sacrifice an indigenous move¬ 
ment without the capacity to contribute to the national 
economy, an indigenous sector which is not incorrre- 
producing even as a labor force; or sacrifice a sector 
which in the economic nrodemization of Mexico is 
also not income-producing, the large cattle ranchers 
and landowners - not even in their methods of produc¬ 
tion - and which represent in political terms a big 
obstacle for any reforms in development no matter 
how tepid they are. 

The conflict has taken these two polarities to 
demand that the other disappear. The landholders are 
not willing to leave this alone; the indigenous people 
will have to pay, they say, the boldness of January 
must be paid by all of the indigenous people even if 
they are not Zapatistas. And the indigenous people 
say: we cannot go back; either we go after everything 
or we’ll be left with nothing, because that is the 
experience of yesterday. The federal goverrrment has 
to - and here the landowners are clearer, the 
cattleranchers are clearer - opt for our annihilation, to 
annihilate us and leave their hands free in order to 
a^ust accounts with the indigeous population. And 
we say, it’s either us orthem, one of us has to sacrifice 
those two elements. The government has annihilated 
another means. First through the previous governors, 
later with the politics they followed; faying to paint the 
exterior of the house although the inside was rotting. 
This is what Sedesol did, after May of 1993; a lot of 
money catrre here in an effort to keep upappeararKes. 

But the same communities which were to receive the 

money were the ones which took up arms on January 

1,1994. 

That is why we acknowledge as a clear sign of 

change of an effortto resolvethe conflict, a willingness 

to do what the Mexican revolution never did in the 
Southeast. What changes it did make in other parts of 
the country, gave way to other problems of social 
injustice. But in the Chiapanecan countryside this 
never happened. Here we have the same problerre 
which existed in the days of Porfirio Diaz. If you 
remember what came out in the press about the 
ranches on the coast. Those ranches were using the 
same companystores of Porfirisrrr, and this is true in 
rnany places (...) in those in the jungle (...) it exists in 
its most absurd form. 

Let’s talk about what you want, what flieso 
changes represent, this acceptance, so wo can 
make an agreement 

Yes, but when soirreone is armed, if you ask 
them whatthey want, they tell you why they struggle. 
In this case a Zapatista (...) will tell you, well; the 11 
points (...) in summary, liberty, justice, democracy for 
all Mexicans. And you answer by saying, no not that, 

1 offer youthisandthis,so give me something. From 
the Zapatista Army nothing will come that, is not a 
repetition of the same democracy, liberty, justice. We 
did itin January, we did it in the Cathedral of San 

Cristobalde las Casas, we’ve done it allyear. Theonly 

thing which changed was when we opened ourselves 
to the convention and the electoral process in August, 
whose results we’re still suffering from. Look how 
strange it is that the 8th of August in this place we 
called upon civil society to make the effort for a 




The Spirit 



peaceful transition, and here 
it is the 8th of December and 
we’re saying; it’s exhausted, 
let’s go to war. 

Now I want to ask you; 
when you speak about a peaceful transition to 
democracy you said it might happen on August 
21st. Does this mean that: if die PM won there 
would be no transition? Must die PRl be de¬ 
feated by any means, or can you co-exist, 
negotiate, work with a government of the PRl? 

We think not. The PRl structure is not justa party 
structure it is the structure of a political system. To 
obtain a victory, the PRl must cut a bt of deals, it has 
a bt of debts to pay at a bt of levels. ConcrcteV the 
state of Chiapas makes these compromises with the 
indigenous politicalbosses, the cattle rancher political 
bosses, and the commercial political bosses. So, how 
can there be democracy with these anti-democratic 
structures? What permits domination at the national 
level is the same thing which permits it at the local and 
regional level. 

A process of democratization means sacrificing 
the party system of the State, and this means sacrific¬ 
ing the party. In Zedilb’s case it is clear what debts he 
had to assume and what pacts he made with all the 
leveb of government, including his commitment with 
such an unpopubr figure as Robledo Rincon; in order 
to get power. We have said, fire PRl could be in power, 
if there were something else to counterbalance it, to 
make it act like a government and not like a system 
which dominates everything. 

So what about 21apatismo, couldn’t a political 
Zapatismo counterbalance that, not necessar¬ 
ily in military terms? 

The piobtem with Zapatismo is that in military 
terms we are cornered in a part of the country, and in 
political terms it hers many limitations. It is armed, 
ilbgal, masked, it doesn’t have an identity. So 
Zapatismo is limited to the calk it can make from the 
mountains of the Mexican southeast. We think there 
can be a peaceful Zapatismo which struggles for the 
same platform. But it’s likeTacho pointed out to the 
Convention, it’s no good if it offers something new to 
peopb but docs it in the same way. It can’t be a new 
man with the old body; we call ourselves this now, but 
we’re the same thing as always, a proven bilure. We 
create skepticism this way, disillusionment, frustra¬ 
tion and an armed movement. Because the responsi¬ 
bility for the birth of the Zapatista Army is also that of 
the political parties of opposition, of the political 
organizations of opposition, which for an important 
social sector, no bnger provided an altemativc. 

For an armed movement like the Zapatista Arriv 
to arise andhold social consensus requires not just the 
failure of the government, it is also the failure of the 
opposition. And if you bokatthe banners oftheEZLN 
and the banners of the opposition you can see that 
they arc the same. So why does one create so much 
cynicismand the other so much fear. Cynicism for one 
because inthebngrun they negotiate their platforms, 
and deal, a veryold strategy, and forthc other because 
that banner comes from a group of men and women 
who arc armed. So there is nowhere to go, and we feel 
that we have a great many limitations including that 
due to our clumsiness when we speak; we don’t 
recognize fear. 

I was telling Major Moises that in January every¬ 
thing was simpb; the world wris simpb: we were the 
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Mexico-Political Update-January 13,1995 
(...jChiapas 

The uprising in the southern state of Chiapas 
is now one-year old and, apparently, no nearer to 
resolution. The leader, or spokesman, of the move¬ 
ment, sub^commandairte Marcos, remains ada¬ 
mant in his demand tirat the incumbent PRl gover¬ 
nor resign and be replaced by the PRD candidate 
who, Marcos argues, was deprived of victory by 
government fraud in the recent election. Marcos 
continues to bbby for widespread social and eco- 
nomb reform in the state. Incidents continue be¬ 
tween the local police and military authorities and 
those sympathetic to the Zapatista movement, as 
the irrsurgency is called, and local peasant groups 
who are sympathetic to Marcos and his cronies. 

Whib Zedilb b committed to a dipbmatic 
and political solution to the stand-off in Chiapas, it 
b difficult to imagine that tire current environment 


will yield a peaceful solution. Moreover, to the 
degree that the monetary erbb lirrrite the resources 
available to the government for social and eco¬ 
nomic reforms, it may prove difficult to win popular 

support for the Zedillo administration’s plans for 
Chiapas. More relevant, Marcos and hb supporters 
rrray decide to embarrass the government with an 
increase in bcal viotence and force the administra¬ 
tion to cede to Zapatista demands and accept an 
embarrassing political defeat. 

Theahemative ba military offensive to defeat 

the insurgency which would create an international 
outcry over the use of viotence and the suppressbn 
of indigenous righte. 

White Chiapas, in our opinion, does not pose 
a fundamental threat to Mexican political stability, 
it b perceived to be so by many in the investment 
community. The government will need to eliminate 
the Zapatistas to demonstrate their effective corrtroi 
of the national territory and of security policy. (...) 


good guys and the bad guy were the rest of the world. 
But after the ceasefire when we came into the public 
li^t and began to have dialogue, the world became 
more complicated, more politic^ less military, and 
for an army to take a political terrain b to take a new 
terrain, oire which it does not know. In that setrse the 
image of when we took tire cities in January was 
repeated, we committed those errors. When we en¬ 
tered politics we entered a terrain we do not know and 
in which we made mistakes. But I want to remind you 
that in tire long run we have tiie recourse of returning. 
When we failed In the cities we returned to the 
mountains. If we fail at the politics we return to the 
arms. 

And isn’t this a retreat instead of a return, to go 
to war, to go to die? 

We evaluate it ftb way. They asked me yester¬ 
day if we realize what b the proportion of the military 
forces, if we don’t believe it b suicide to break the 
ceasefire or take some military action. We don’t value 
it that way. If we did, January would not be, we would 
never have come into existence. In military terms the 
EZLN b an absurdity. What makes it possible, real, b 
the banner it carries. 

At thb moment in which we live, tiiey took us to 
the alley of which di^tity, which b of more value for 
us, weighs rtwre than being alive or dead. It b the 
pr^tem of dignity which takes us to weur or peace. For 
the Zapatistas to remain m peace wouldbe undignified 
andto fight, to have dignity as in December of 93. You 
cannot propose that to a Zapatista... 

You gave your opponent little space to 
manoeuvre for a dialogue, you told him to take 
his head off. 

My opponent left me little manuevering space. 
To dialogue he said, surrender. We are at two ex¬ 
tremes; they go to an extreme, we go to an extreme. 
We can do nothing eke. The dialogue of the govem- 
rrrent can be very flexible but Hs practice b; surrender 

and we’ll dialogue. Acceptthatallyoudidwas useless. 

Try telling that to an Artt^. All of you trained your¬ 
selves, you suffered, you prepared, you rose up, your 
people died, your brothers, your children, everything 


b the same, let’s talk. (...) They [CCRl] sec nothing, 

nothing, not even asmallsignlhatsays to them that the 

enerr^ has intentions of following another path be¬ 
sides surrender or confrontation (...) and hear me 
when I say, real signs not just speeches (...) just 
ana^ize Chiapas in December of 93 arid December of 
94 (...) it b the same... 

(...) The number of troops has not decreased, it 
hers increased. Their positions have changed, they 
have a base inside the jungle. The belligerertce of the 
ranchers: they have rtwre operating ground, the evic¬ 
tions they have made have been tolerated. Add to the 

armed force of the ranchers the armed force of the 
government. In political terms you have a PRl govern¬ 
ment linked to the most reactionary sectors in 
Chiapanecan history... We can’t even say, let’s hold 

on even with Robledo because there b a great civilian 

mobilization. We have no real civilian force to inter¬ 
cede, it doesn’t matterthat they like the communiques 
and the stories of Heriberto and Eva. There b nothing, 
nothing 1 can say to the committee (...) something b 
changing... 1 have to be honest and say nothing b 
changing (...) we have to prepare for the worst 

What do you think about Robeldo’s offer to 
resign if you give up your arms? 

(...) 1 think he ratifies the fact that the govern¬ 
ment speaks through him, that he does not take the 
situation very serious^. It’s a really bad joke, to be 
playing with fire by supposing that you can exchange 
an imposed government for an entire movement 
which has risen up for justice and with dignity. Posi¬ 
tions of thb kind assure that there will be war. There 
b no doubt, they arc nweking us, as though our 
position on the 6th of December were a joke. No way, 
thb issue b not even up for discussion. 

No deal? 

The arms of the Zapatistas are not up for dbeus- 
sion. No Deal. 

(From: La Jornada - Decetrher 9,1994, pg. 12-13. 
Trar^slated by: Cecilia Rodriguez - National Commis¬ 
sion for Democracy in Mexico, USA) 
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“Things Are Going To Be Difficult For The EZLN” 

Interview With Salvador Castaneda About The Zapatistas’Struggle 


SakadorCastaneda, bom in1946, wasafomdingmenAerofthe ‘Movimento 
de Acdon Revoludonatia’ (MAR), a poUtical-inildaty organization which 
organized a guerrilla struggle in Mexicoin tire 1970s. After the defeat of the 
MAR, hespentseveraiyears in prison. In1990, he and other former guerrilla 
founded the Centre for Historical Studies of Armed Movements (CIHMA). 
Juan Chicoy interviewed Salvador Castaneda on December 5, 1994 in 
Mexico City. We are translating this interview from issue #373 of the 
German-language magazine Analyse & KrrHIk (AK). 


Mexico is a countiy where political-inilitaiy 
oisanizaiions have had little success in die 
past. None of die armed groups in die 60s and 
70s managed to become a political force at die 
national level, unlike die guerrilla movements 
in El Salvador and Nicaragua for example. 
Today, as one phase of die Latin America 
guerrilla comes to an end, and in which many 
former guerrilla organizations have bid fore¬ 
well to die revolution (ERP, M-19), die EZLN 

seems to be introducing a new phase of armed 
revolutionary struggle. How could diis organi¬ 
zation develop so quickly • in a war lasting less 
than two weeks - into a political force of such 
significance? 

Before January 1,1994, there were ten years of 
clandestine work. In principle, that’s the same tiling 
we did, but under completely different geographical 
conditions. Because the region is so isolated geo¬ 
graphically, the EZLN were able to build up their 
organization witiiout being noticed. There were not 

confronted withawholevarietyofsecurity risks which 
our urban guerrilla or tiie groups of Ludo Cabrmas 
and Genaro Vazquez in the Sierra orGuerrero had to 
deal witti. There were no military confrontations for 

ten years, they did not seek out tiic federal army and 

fight tiiem. When they took over five towns on Janu¬ 
ary 1, they did not encounter any resistance. The army 
simpV wasn’t there. It can be hard^ be considered a 
military victory to state they were able to defeat the 
local police forces. 

In May 1993 there was a clash witii tiie federal 
army... 

That was the only one. Afterwards tiie EZLN 
retreated, and the federal army retreated as well, but 
not because tiiey couldn’t militarily deal with tiie 
EZLN, but rather due to political factors; The govern¬ 
ment did not want to risk tiie passage of the NAFTA 
accord and the August election. 

The retreat of the EZLN forces after the January 
1 occupations was also orderty because they hadn’t 
had any major problems with the federal army. The 
only military confrontation was the struggle around 
the Rancho Nuevo barracks. They weren’t able to 
seize the barracks. They have certainK/ exarmned 
these eiqieriences and prepared for future confronta¬ 
tions. But it’s difficult to assess the military strength of 
the EZLN, because other than the fight at Rancho 
Nuevo, they haven’t really been in any real fi^is. 

The present conditions all favour tiie federal 

army. They have been able to ejqiand and strengtiien 

theirringof defenses with military exlvisots and mod¬ 
em weapons. They have unloaded four shiploads of 
weapons from the harbour at Veracruz. The federal 
arrr^ is in a position where they have many opportu¬ 


nities to inflict blows 
on the EZLN. 

Don’t you tiiink 
tiiat the jungle 
provides a tacti¬ 
cal advantage for 
die EZLN? 

Yes, it won’t be easy for the federal army to 

advance into there. They could only do this if they take 

heavy losses, and even then they would only find the 

EZLN in limitedareas, and they are well prepared. But 

the federal army has many possibilities, because the 
EZLN units are now effectively localized. The federal 
army can call in fighter jets and helicopters. The EZLN 
can’t leave their zones. In that sense, they are trapped. 

No Bases Outside Of Chiapas 

The EZLN claim to be organized nationwide. 

Who knows? Op unffl now, tiicy haven’t shown 
much to prove this. Whafsclear, however, and tiiis is 
a big mistake, they don’t have their own press system 
with a nationwide distribution. They <fon’t have a 
radio station, by means of which they could coordi¬ 
nate civil resistance. Apart from the three normal 
newspapers which piiilish tiieir commuiuqucs, there’s 
nothing. And the rest of the media is firmly controlled 
by the government 

Why can’t die Democratic National Conven¬ 
tion (CND) provide this type of logistical and 
political structure? 

The CND was created in a climate of peace. If 
the ceasefire collapses, the convention will cease to 
function. If things get rcaDy serious, then tire leaders 
and the radical elements of the CND will be impris¬ 
oned, because they are perfect^ localized. 

When Marcos, in his most recent statements, 
began taking on a more radical tone and hinted at the 
resumption of the armed struggle, some CND leaders 
started to criticize him. The CND exists because of the 
conditions of the ccesefire, but when the ceasefire is 

over,theCNDwiDdisappcar.ltcannotbeaneffcctive 

support for the EZLN. When the state opts for a 
“military solution”, the CND will not be abte to offer 
logistical and political support arxl the media will be 
silenced. The EZLN forgot one important tiring: to 
create bases of support outside of their zone. Now 
they say, yes, we have a group called “Soundso’ in 
Sierra Gorda/Querotaro, but you don’t see any evi¬ 
dence of this. So why ^ they tefl us this? Their 
statements are staring to lose thehr effectiveness. They 
once said: If the Rti uses fraud during the elections, 
there will be an uprising. They said the same thing 


about ZediUo taking office on December 1. But noth- 
ing happened. And when the PRl governor takes 
office in Chiapas on December 8, nothing will hap¬ 
pen. 

But the situation in Chiapas is different Un¬ 
like the rest of tiie country, the situation is 
really explosive, and unlike tiie CND, the Coun¬ 
cil of Campesinos and Indigenous Organiza¬ 
tions (CEOIC) is a real force. 

But they aren’t armed. 

Who knows? 

WeB, they haven’tshown any arms up until now. 
They are civil resistance, something which is much 
easier to control 

Limited Military Experience 

But that depends on the degree of this resis¬ 
tance. Besides, it’s not that difficult to get 
weapons in Mexico. 

That problem isn’t one of procuring weapons. 
The problem is firepower, the military preparedness of 
these people (something they don’t have), a united 
military command (which doesn’t exist). They are not 
in a position to defeat a well-trained and well-armed 
professional amv- Only the EZLN could do this - 
eventualkr. The CEOIC wants to achieve a peaceful 
transition. This is completely impossible. Even if they 
can achieve this in their own state, they can’t do this 
at the national level therefore the state apparatus still 
hers all of its options open. 

The EZLN continually state that they are not the 
avant garde. But that’s just confusion. Of course 
they’re the avant garde, even if they say they don’t 
want to be. The decisive factor isn’t what you say, it’s 
what you do. If you are the first to take up the struggle, 
you polarize things and you have to assume the 
responsibility of organizing all the resistance and 
coordinating all of the civil forces which arise during 
the offensive. I think it was a mistake to go to the 
negotiations table after only two weeks of struggle. 
They should have carried out many more military 
actions, to prove that they are capable of inflicting 
serious blows against the federal artr^. Then they 
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could have entered into ne¬ 
gotiations in a stronger posi¬ 
tion. 

What are &« EZLN’s mili- 
taiy options, ifwarbroalcs 
out onc« again, which is not unlikely? What do 
think Aeir major weaknesses are? 

Not having carried out more military actions was 
a big mistake. The secondirustake was immediately 
goingtothe negotiatioirs table, thereby giving thestate 
fte option of introducing a low-intensity war, mean¬ 
while their hartds were tied by the negotiations. The 
state had already declared a general amnesty for all 
die inhabitants of the E21N zone. All of that is tied to 
a contineirtal plan for fighting uprisings. 

Internal Political Differences? 

Do think it’s correct to speak of a low-intensity 
war? 


Yes. The negotiations and the amnesty gave 
back the initiative to the state, something which it heKi 
lost at the beginning of January, meanwhile the 
EZUTs position was wearing out. It’s a war of attri¬ 
tion. Simply the fact that there has been a state of 
emergency for an entire year, and tfiat their army of 
6,000 cannot produce anything because they must 
always been ready to fight Sure, something like that 
is going to create internal difficulties, h means ex¬ 
hausting ftchr bases of support How long can some¬ 
thing like faat last? The federal army can wait for as 
long as it wants to.hhaisaU the advantages, economic 
resources, fresh troops, etc. 

Whafs more, faeie rure internal differences within 
the EZLN regarding the conception of the struggle. 
The statements released by Mayor Moises andTacho 
are fundamentally different that those from Marcos. 
Marcos alweiys insists that they are not trying to seize 
power. But ^fciscs says: We arc going to seize power 
and carry out a socialist revolution. But in general, 
only Marcos is taken seriously in the medfa. Why? 
hfe’s a good speaker, an author, a poet. Moises and 
Tacho don’t speak good Spanish. Marcos is counting 
on support from sectors who, when things get serious, 
won’twant to have anything to do with the Zapatistas. 
The first intellectuals are already starting to bail out 
The convention is j ust designed to fill in a gap which 
exists, where they should have been working in the 
past to build up a political and logistical structure. 
They organized this convention two weeks before fire 
election! After the elections, ffiis is supposed to mobi¬ 
lize the society. But how? The so-caUed society is 
factionatized, fire remains of the left are splintered. 
They put their faith in the PRD. But that didn’t work. 
Today the PRD are entering a government which 
tomorrow will attempt to eliminate the EZLN. They 
are in an extremely difficult situation. 

Besides, the state has been able to capitalize on 
the nice demand for “peace” to suit its own needs. 

“Peace” is good for the ruling class, it l»s always lived 
in peace, and that’s why they’re still in power. And foe 

intellectuak in the CND use this formula in the same 
abstract way. In the end, the majority of tiie popula¬ 
tion voted for “peace” on AugustZl, namely the state 
apparatus, because this sort of “peace” is maiuigedby 
thestate. The Zapatista Army for National Liberation 
cannotrely onsuch people.Thesc people cannot offer 
reed, effective, consistent support. 


diey change this situation? 

Those are the resources at the moment. But this 
can’t last. The CND wants to see a peaceful transition 
to democracy, a transitional government. What kind 
of government? Who will create it? The CND will 
reply: Not us. Apart from that, they don’t have the 
political power to do so anyway. In my opinion, foe 
EZLN are trying to buy time in order to build up bases 
of support outside thehr zone, which is someffiing they 
don’t have. But at the sarrve time, this delay is working 
to the advantage of the government The mistake was 
to start to war without having already done all of that. 
That is the same mistake which we in the MAR made 
in the 70s. Some of our comrades discussed this with 
Marcos in August We just don’t fit into your scheme 
of things was his repV- 

The entire politics of the EZLN since January' 
seems very improvised and voluntary to me. On the 
first of January, the^ release a cqrtrmunique stating: 
Vamos, let’s march thWecfco^lty and take it over! 1 
thought to myself. What was that all about? And less 
than two weeks later they were negotiating. What 
does an army of {rational liberation have to negotiate 
about if ils goal is to seize power? Can you rrtake deab 
with the state about taking power? 


’The Strategy Of Peaceful 
Transition Has Faiied 

I don’t think die objective behind die negotia¬ 
tions was to win concessions from the govern¬ 
ment, butradier to bring about an oppositional 
force in the countr^md to create a political 
movement. 

Yes, that wets also the idea behind the conven¬ 
tion. Butthat wee a misiaken assumption. We can see 

the results. 1 think that now they are trying to or^nize 
their own structure. But drafs not eeisy emd it takes 
time. There is the danger that this decisive mistake has 
fundamentally charged their political concept The 
EZLN is moving towards tire position of becoming a 
pressure group for .n^otiations. In fact, thaTs the 
exact position they are in now, and it’s not clear how 
they can get out of this. That is something which has 
happened to several armed movements in Latin 
America, in Columbia for example. They sit in the 
rrrountains, but they never seize power, they inflict 
some blows on the state, but only to win a better 
position for negotiations. In Columbia they’ve been 
there for 40 years, and their chances are getting worse 
year by year. 

I also believe that the EZLN thought that they 
could bring about a peaceful transition to democraqr. 
But these possibilities have been exhausted: the nego¬ 
tiations, the PRD, the CND. 

But it was not necessarily false to enter into 
alliances, including democratic sectors of die 
bourgeoisie. 

Of course not These alliances are necessary and 
useful But the point is, they haven’t functioned as 
they should have. One of the most irrrportant lessons 
from the Cuban and Nicaraguan revolutions in the 
necessity of building a political front which is able to 
seize power, one in which the revolutionary forces are 
predominant 

But don’t you think die CND can be the start- 
ino Doint for such a front? 


One of its most important tasks was to mobilize 
the civil society. But they didn’t mobilize anybody. It 
remained without results. In northern Mexico, there’s 
no activity whatsoever. The largest mobilization out¬ 
side of Chiapas was in Mexico CHy: 5,000 people on 
December 1, in a city of 25 miilion. And even at this 
level, nothing will last if a higher level of confrontation 
is not reached. The mobilizational capacities are 
limited, due to a variety of factors. The political 
consciousness of the goals is iirrrited. But there are 
several day-to-day factors as well: People can’t just 
take a day off work, etc. That’s just the way things are 
at the nxrment, but such things are decisive factors in 
tasks such as this. 

But die situation in Chiapas is different. How 
do you view the future? 

Maybe they can prevent the inauguration of the 
PRl governor on December 8, and push through 
Avendano as governor and set up a parallel govern¬ 
ment. But then what? 

At the moment, a genuine process is underway 
to replace bourgeois state power in Chiapas, 
with the autonomy movement of the 
‘munizipios’, which is practically controlled 
by the radical indigenous organizations... 

But stiU, if s always the state, the central govern¬ 
ment, which hrrs the ability to intervene, to buy 
‘fincas’, to negotiate, then dam up problems and to 
isolate them. And if the movement doesn’t sprread to 
otherstates outsidcof Chiapas, then it won’t have any 
future. They can’tjust keep demonstrating, marching, 
and taking over ‘fincas’ and town halls. That won’t 
provide a radioed solution to the problem, so long as 
things stay regionalized. This regionalization of the 
conflict is a government strategy, one which says: 
Chiapers is not Mexico. The forces in Chiapas will 
become exhausted if they aren’t able to go over to a 
higher phase of struggle. A few days ago, three 
campesirto leaders were murdered, something which 
has happened a lot. And what was the reaction? There 
was none. And the others, the deathsquads, the White 
Guards, are all armed. There’s no doubt about that. 
They also haven’t yet opted for a general military 
strike, because they too are waiting for the state to 
solve things in a “civil manner”. That’s the same 
reason why the federal army are just waiting. But just 
like everywhere in America, the certainly have a plan 
for the military option all worked out and ready to go. 
In other Latin Atrrerican countries, this option of 
intervention doesn’t exist, whereby the army can just 
pullback and allow the state to solve thirrgs politically. 
Inthe bngrun, the govemmenfs position willbeconrre 
rrrore consolidated, whereas the EZLN’s posrtion will 
continueto erode. 

How do things look for tire EZLN with Ernesto 
Zedillo as president? 

Things are going to get worse. Zedilb will carry 
out refonrrist politics, which he has already shown in 
his dealings with the opposition parties PAN and 
PRD. The moderate wing of the PRD and part of the 
PRI, the ‘Democracia 2000’ group around Camacho 
Solis, will form a new reforrrrist party in a few years, 
and this will bury the Cardenistas, the F’RD bftists. 
Things are going be difficult for the EZLN, to keep 
themselves going and to launch a new offensive. 


Buttiiose are the objective resources. How can 
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"Our Struggle Now Incorporates The 
Aspirations Of The Whole(^K i^dish Nation 


Interview by Matthew Brady with PBK European 
tepresentath/e Kani YUmaz a few hoim before hh 
arrest in London on October 26, 199d', 

What stage have the endeavours to establish a 
national assembly reached and how will it 
respond to die needs of the present dme? 

Wc had an earlier experience which we felt 
needed deepening. Therefore contact groups have 
been set up by intellectuals and DEP members which 
have met with varioUs sectors. The idea is to set up a 
National Congress of 1,000to 1,500 members repre¬ 
senting north Kurdistan, and for this Congress to 
establish an assembly. The make up and framework 
of die assembly will be determined by the results 
attainedby the contact groups. I believe some Kurdish 
^oups have also been consulted but they said they 
were not in favour of such an initiative. In fact these 
groups would not be able to make a constructive 
contribution had they wished to. They simply don’t 
have the resources. Therefore the projected assembly 
may not be a perfect, classical one as it will not be all- 
inclusive. For this reason the assembly is being pro¬ 
jected as one that is oriented to external relations, to 
the outside world, an assemb V capable of includingall 
sections of society and with national syrtrbols putting 
die emphasis oh legal activities intemadonally. These 
are continuing. 1 believe that the founding of the 
asserrAiV maybe announced aroundNewroz (March 
21 ). 

Ocalan made an Important statement recently 
calling on Kurdish people to feel themselves to 
be citizens and to live flielr Kurdish 

identity? 


There is no nation that is in need of the concept 
of citizenship dian the Kurds. Thus the General 
Secretary’s call is of the utrrKst significance. The 
Kurds have been dispersed to the four comers of the 
world. Even Kurds living in their own homeland have 
been unable to call it home. They are deprived of 
seeing their homeland as theirs and of seeing them¬ 
selves as citizens for many years. This cafl is in essence 
an appeal to the people to involve themselves in the 
national liberation struggle and to realise a transfor¬ 
mation in their minds, to realise a return to the 
motherland and to develop a national consciousness 
that enables them to make the link with the homeland. 
This is a call that incorporates broad layers of society: 
it means those who can do so should join the struggle 
en masse, it means the nation completing its self¬ 
mobilisation and the realisation of the training of tens 
and hundreds of thousands. 

We evaluate this call as one for national con¬ 
sciousness and a great sensitivity to the developments 
in the motherland. We say that it is high time to 
establish a Kurdish national reality, a reality that feels 
responsible for the motherland and takes action on Hs 
behalf. This is how we evaluate this call. 


tion, how Aen will Ae participation of differ¬ 
ent optoions ta Ao assembly bo ensured? What 

sAge have such activities reached? 

1 Aink it is necessary to tdarify what is meant by 

Ais phrase “national unity", which has been used in 
a rhetorical way for years. Is national unity the unity 
of the nation or Ae unity of organisations? This is a 
crucial question. 1 believe Ae unity of Ae nation has 
been achieved in Kurdistan, that is, a great majority of 
tire people support Ac national bheration struggle led 
by Ae FKK. What is Ae proof of Ais? The ten-year 
war. If a nation fights for 10 years and Ae struggle 
continues to develop, Ais can onV occur if support is 
received from the nation. However, despite Ais, we 
feh it would be beneficial for Aose circles that claim to 
be organisations, that they be mvolved in a front of 
national unity. For about 18 months now, meetings 
have been held wiA various Kurdish groups. How¬ 
ever we have now reached an impeisse, a dead end. 

There arc various reasons for Ais: Firsts seven 
or eight of Ae 12 Kurdish organisations involved are 
almost nonexistent They have no people to con¬ 
tribute to a front olganisation. Some of Aem haven’t 

even issued a leaflet for four or five years, or organised 

a deiranstration. 

Then Acre arc organisations like Hcvgirtin, that 
have contacts wiA village guards, tiiat want any front 
tiiat b set up to have tiic authority to impose a 
ceasefire decision on Ae ARGK (People s Liberation 

Armyof Kurdistan). “If Aewaris not ended we will not 

participate in the front” Acy declare. They have a 
Kquidationist approach. 

So there are problems, but talks are continuing. 
Even if we are unable to establish a front we at least 
believe we wiD be able to have an understanding for 
cooperetion and be able to act togcAcr in some 
practical ways. Wc wiB take Ais proposal for an 

agreement on cooperationtothe next meeting planned 

for Ae first week of November.' 

Of course it would be ideal if a front of national 



ensure a variety of views are represented. Also Ae 
national liberation struggle is continuing amidstblood 
and fire. Kurdistan is being burnt as Ae Turkish state 
Wes to create a Kurdistan wiAout forests or villages. 
Therefore, those people who feel they have an obliga¬ 
tion will not wait for a fifont to be formed. It could take 
another five years. There are some people who, if you 
even kill Aem, Acy would still not go to Kurdistan. 
They have no sense of their responsibilities. But 
Kurdistan is not Ae country it was ten years ago. The 
struggle has grown massivety. Soon in 1995, the PKK 

willhave 50,000^lerrillas.Adecision has been taken 

in this regard. So wheAer we have a front or not, at 
Ais time when Turkish colonialism is carrying out 
ferocious attacks, we wffl give Ae necessary response 
on Ac basis of Ac national unitythat wc have created. 

There is a campaign in Europe for Ae recogni¬ 
tion of Ae Kurdish identity. It would seem to 
be an efiective demand at Ais time. If Ais is 
recognised by Ae Western states how would 
you evaluate Ae consequences? 


ing for Ae rights of Kurds in Europe. On November 4, 

1994 , it is organisinga conference in Brussels, in a hall 

at Ae European Parliament. This is a conference to 
force Ac acceptance of Kurdish identity in Europe. In 
my opinion it is a very important step. Of course Ac 
Kurdish identity is already recognised in various ways 
insome places inEuropebutthis must be made official 
in Ac whole of Europe. For instance, if 20 Kurdish 
students warrant Ac opening of a Kurdish school Aen 
Acy should also recognize Ae Kurdish identity. 1 
believe Ais would also make a conWbution to Ae 
political process in that it would serve to assist those 
circles in Ac west that want Ac West to play a role in 
Ae Kurdish question. It would change, Ac opinions of 
various circles. It would also deepen Ac expression of 
Kurdishness, Ae concept of citizenship amongst Ac 
Kurds in Europe. This would also put Turkey on Ac 
spot because if Ac Kurdish identity is recognised in 
Europe it would make it somewhat difficult forTurkey 
to explain Ac lack of such recognition in Turkey. 

In March Ae NorA-West Kurdistan Confer¬ 
ence was held A Brussels. FolIowAg Ais con- 
f^jznnce has Brere been an Atensificatiott in 
diplomatic activities? 

The most important aspect of Ac Brussels con¬ 
ference was Ac package of proposals presented by 

ourGcneralSccrefaryAbdullahOcalan. Did Ais have 

Ac effect it merited? 1 don’t think it did. There should 
have been more interest But some opinions were 
changed or, at least some circles which had a super- 
fidal “anti-terrorist" approach, have become more 
circumspect and cauUoUs. There were also a consid¬ 
erable nunfoer of messages of support from interna-. 
tional and human rights organisations. Some coun- 
Aes also began to take Ais issue serioUsty and 

realised thatstcpsshouldbc taken. On Noveinbcr 18- 

19 Ae Olaf Palme Trust is organising an International 
Kurdish Conference in Barcebna. This is something 
that has come about partly as a result of Ae Brusseb 
Conference. Of course Ae reason Ac conference did 
not find Ac necessary response is political. Ahhough 
Turkey is losing itsstrategic importance, it isbecoming 
an attractive market and countries like France and 
Germany have interests at stake. 

However it is still possible to state that Ac 
Brussels Conference did offer a perspective on Ae 
Kurdish question and gave Western countries and 
organisations Ae chance to leam what Ac PKK is, and 
Ais was particularly Ac case wiA Abdullah Ocalan s 
package of proposab. ’ 



You say Aat France and Germany have adopted 
a negative attiAde to Ae PKK on amount of 
Aeir economic interests. Europe^^gatlve,, 
even hostile, view of Ae national Tlberatlon 
struggle A Kurdistan is well known. Could you 
comment on Western support or at least silent 
approval for Turkey’s gonocidal policies? 

To remain sibnt, or approve, or support what 
Turkey b doing in Kurdbtan implies support for a 
Kuidbh genocide. But I can say Aat Aose who follow 
Ab policy in G ermany, have b^un to debate Ac PKK 
ban which will be one year old in November. They 
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banned fte PKK and what 
happencd?IwiIlteByou.The 
HW increased its strengfli 
threefold in Germany. Now 
Germany wishes to pby a 
a——role in the Middle East, a 
sensitive regionfrom which it has been excludedsincc 
it was defeated in the 2nd World War. However it is 
rww, particularly after its unification with the East, a 
world economic power. It desires political power to 
match. Thus, it is now targeting the parts of the toddle 
East which teed to be under U.S. domination, such as 
Iran and Iraq. Iran now docs more trade with Ger¬ 
many than it docs with all the rest of the world put 
together. And since autumn 19^ there has been a 
stream of delegations fitom Germany visiting Saddam 
Hussein. Germany also uses Turkey as a bridgehead 
to reach Iraq. Therefore the reason for Germany’s 
hostility towards us is its interests in the Nfiddle East. 
An intriguing situation has emerged. We have rela¬ 
tions with many countries. The world l»s not labelled 
usas terrorists butGermany has. However, Germany 
is developing friendship with Saddam, who the whole 
world regards as a terrorist This illustrates the hypoc¬ 
risy of Germany’s approach to us. 

Let’s get on to the wiur. Rrom the world’s press, 
or at least die British press, one gets die 
impression that die guerrilla movement has 
suffered serious setbacks as a result of die 
huge military operations of the Turkish state. 
Can you comment on diis please? 

The war news emanating from Turkey and 

finding its way into the world press is onesided and has 

been taken under the control of those directing tiie 
dirty war. However, in the last 2 or 3 months the 
Turkish state has not mentioned “finishing us oK” or 
“breaking our backs*. They are silent In Kurdistan we 
are now establishing a regional military command 
structure and we ate preparing in 1995 to take 
complete controlof areas which are already to a great 
extent under our control Ciller claimed in Autumn 
1993 that she was going to finish us off by Spring 
1994. But we said then, that we would have 30,000 
guerrillas by that time. 

Now we aim to field 50,000 guerrillas by the 
Spring of 1995. It is tire Turkish army, which lost 
thousands of men in its last operation around Herckol 
mountain and in South Kurdistan, that has suffered 
severe bbws. IftheTurkish anrty has realty broken our 
backs then why are they talking about extending 
military service and why are they sending marines to 
Kurdistan? It is Turkey that has its back to the wall, 
both militarity and economicalty. 

The guerrillas arc in every part of Kurdistan. If 
theTurkish arrry had achieved success with its mili¬ 
tary operations it would not have to bum down so 
many villages or murder so many civilians. These arc 
the methods to which a defeat^ army resorts. 

I would like to ask you about tiie situation in 
South Kurdistan. The clashes between die 
KDP and PUK seem to have ended. There are 
also reports of a KDP buildup in Behdinan, 
which has led to fesirs of a repeat of die 
soudiem war of 1992. Could you comment? 


South Kurdistan is a region where many circles 
are active and various forces are pursuing their inter¬ 
ests. Turkey and Germany are striving to reconcile 
Massoud Batzani with Saddam and South Kurdistan 
with Iraq, and also to get Saddam a reprieve so that 


he can return to the international community. Recent 
Turkish operations into Souttr Kurdistan have aU 
ended in fiasco. At flic beginning of October 30,000 
troops crossed into the South with a bnfare from the 
Turkish press, but fliey suffered heavy blows and 
wiflidrew in great silence. The sole reason for the 
instability in South Kurdistan is the absolute domina¬ 
tion flie Turkish state exerts over the KDP, and 
Massoud Barzani’s collaboration with Turkey. If onty 
flie KDP were able to act according to its own will, the 
situation in the South would have been well on the 
way to freedom, but the leadership of the KDP docs 
not permit this. The reason for the KDP’s attacks on 
the PUK and other forces, is Turkey’s policy. Turkey 
wants to remove all forces except the KDP. Otherwise 
there is no ideological conflict between the parties 
there. The onty possible clash would be of interests. All 
this stems from the fact that Massoud Barzani formu¬ 
lates afl his policies at the Turkish brigade headquar¬ 
ters in Silopi. 


The situation atthe moment may seem calm but 
this docs not mean thatthcsituationisstable. Massoud 
Barzani has sold himself to the Turkish state. There¬ 
fore there will always be the potential for provocations 
andattackson opposition groups.TurWsh intelligence 
operatives arc in control of things there and move 
more frecty than the Kurds. The KDP has taken part 
in all the recent military operations against the PKK 
and we think they will continue to do so. 

Turkey andGermany’spolicyinSouthKurdistan 
and their plan to rehabilitate Saddam is seriously 
disturbing the USA. To keep the equilibrium intact the 
U5. is supporting Talabani, but not actively. Now 
things seem to have subsided following Mitterand’s 
intervention but this is misleading because nothing 
has been resolved there. Britain’s poliry is similar to 
that of the U.S. 

November 27, 1994 will be the 16th annlver- 


End The Criminalization Of The PKK And The Kurdish People In Europe! 

Free Kani Yilmaz! 


The police seizure of Kani Yilmaz, the Euro¬ 
pean Representative of the PKK (Kurdistan Work¬ 
ers Pruty) and his subsequent imprisonment bythc 
Home Office is a serious blow to the democratic 
rights of aD people in Britain. It also reveals the 
sinister worldngs of a new and unaccountable 
European police force which is coordinating its 
actions sxaoss Europe in support of the Turkish 
state’s war against the Kurdish people. 

Kani Yilmaz was invited to address a meeting 
at the House of Parliament on October 26 by 
British MPS and Lords. As he left Westrrunstcr tube 
station a carefulty laid police trap seized him. He 
was detained under the National Security pro¬ 
vision of the 1971 Immigration Act. What threat 
Kani Yilmaz posed to Britairi’s.security was never 
stated. OnNovember 11 his status was reclassified 
and under the European Convention for the Sup¬ 
pression of Terrorism Act of 1978 he now faces 
extradition to Germany where he has refugee 
asylum status. The German state has invented 
general, non-spc<dfic reasons for issuing an extra¬ 
dition order - a procedure which effectively over¬ 
rides, ignores and prevents the exercise of the right 
to appeal 

In her June 1994maiden publicspeechStella 
Rintington, head of MI5, identified the Kinds as a 
potential source of “terrorism" in Britain. A 
programme to criminalise Kurdish and Turkish 
opposition in Europe to the Turkish state is being 
coordinated by British and German police and 
military intelligence, together with flieir Turkish 

counterparts. The pro^ammeincludesnKbllisation 

of sections of the media and establishment of 
special police units to survey and attackthe Kurdish 
communities. The PKK has been outlawed in 
Germany and France. Alerted, if not encouraged, 
by the undemocratic actions of the British and 
German governments, theTurkish state now de¬ 
mands the extradition of Kani Yilmaz to Turkey 
where he would face certain torture and death. 

The Kurdish struggle for national rights is 
seen by the British government as a threat to the 
Middle Eastern status quo. For the British govern¬ 
ment ever since it devised theTreaty of Lausanne 
in 1923 which divided the Kurdish people up 


between Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey, that status 
quo has meant oil and profits. 

Over 1,500 Kurdish villages have been de¬ 
stroyed by the Turkish army, Kurdish refugees 
from those burned out villages sheltering in the 
mountains of soutti Kurdistan arcregulartybonnbcd 
by Turkish aircraft, concentration camps have 
been set up in southeast Turkey by Turldsh state 
forces, torture is rife, death squads murder open 
and l^lKurdish politicians, dozens of journalists 
and academics who try^to tell the truth about 
Kurdistan are imprisoned and murdered. Eight 
KurdishDemocracyPartyMPsarestrippedoftheir 
constituencies and now face the death penalty at 
the hands of the Turkish state. This is what the 
British government condones by its seizure and 
criminalisation of Kani Yilmaz. 

All democrats in Britain must support the 
Kurdish people whohave mounted a three week 
protest and hunger strike outside the Home Office 
for Kani Yilmaz’s release. We must demand to 
know what is the relationship between Scotland 
Yard, M15 and the Turkish poBce and military 

intelligence. WhatpoScy decisions havebeen taken 

by the Home Office towards the Kurdish commu¬ 
nity in Britain, for what reasons, in conjunction 
with what European powers and under whose 
authority? 

Britishcompaniesarequeuinguptosellarms 

to Turkey to carry on the slaughter of Kurds. They 
are queuing up to organise and benefit from the 
forthcoming privatisation of Turkish industry. 

Democrats in Britain must brand T urkey as 
an international pariah (as with apartheid in South 
Africa) until it recognises Kurdish people’s basic 
human rights. 

We must end British and German gov¬ 
ernmental collaboration with the Turkish state’s 
war effort. 

End arms sales to Turkey. 

The rights of Kani Yilmaz to address people 
in Britain is a democratic right of all the British 
people. It must not be taken away. 

Kurdistan Solidarity Committee Statement 

London - November 16,1994 
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Boycott Turkish Tourism! 

Do Not Give Financial Support To The Dirty War! 


7730 press office of theARGK (Peop/e s Libers- 
tioa Armp of Kurdistan] issued a staten^nt on Janu¬ 
ary 17, 1995relating to a boycott of Turkish tourism, 
which finances the special war in Kurdistan. A special 
war is taking place in Turkey atrd Kurdistan, fn this 
situation of war, the ARGKpress office said, there can 
be no vacation trips. “Every holiday in Turkey makes 
profit for the dirty war. ” The following is the commu¬ 
nique which was sent to the KlffiD-A news agency: 


There is a battlefield in Kurdistan. The Turkish 
Republic is wa^ng a horribly dirty war. They do rrot 
seek to reach a peaceful, political, and democratic 
solution. The Turkish Republic has forced the people 
of Kurdistan into a one-sided war. In the dtics and the 
countryside, countless people are driven from their 
homes, nK3rethan2,000vilk^es havcbcen destroyed 
or depopulated through the violence of the militaty. 
Millions of Kurds are being tortured. 15,000 Kurdish 
patriots, our people, have been imprisoned. All living 
spaces in Kurdistan are being destroyed, the forests 
are being burned, and there is not a single mountain 
region which is not being bombruded. The Kurdish 
people have every right to resist and to struggle. Every 
region in Kurdistan is a battlefield in fills war. A 
horrible war is waging between file ARGK and the 


TurWsh Republic. 

The special war is also being carried out in 
Turkey. Every vacation in Turkey brii^ in profits for 
the dirty war. These profits are transformed into 

bullets which are used against the Kurdish people. We 

are warning the European pubUc, fiiose people who 
would like to spend fiieir hofidays in Turkey: You 
cannottake a vacation onabattlefield.No oneshould 
make reservations nor book any tickets, no one 
should travel into Turkey or Kurdistan. There is no 

guarantee thatyoucan sundve in a region where a war 

is taking place. Anyone who does not pay attention to 
this and who ignores the human conditions is risking 
their life by travelling into Turkey and Kurdistan - we 
are not responsible for this. To prevent unwanted 
consequences, do not travel to Turkey or Kurdistan. 
We are warning people ahead of time and making 
them aware of fte reality. 

Turkey is not a safe country; The lies and 

destructive policies ofthe government are responsible 

saiy of file founding of flio PKK. Could you 
comment on this please? 

The national liberafion struggle led by the PKK 
has now reached the stage where it can not be 
defeated. The struggle now incorporates the as^- 
tions ofthe whole Kurdish nation. The 16th anniver¬ 
sary of the founding ofthe PKK willbe foUowedby the 
Party’s 5th Congress which will be held in 
Kurdistan.Chairman APO'has named this confess 
the Freedom and Liberation Congress, and as prepa¬ 
rations for the anniversary and party congress con¬ 
tinue, tiie PKK is evaluating the next period as one of 
Uberation and freedom. Our people began to live 
again with the emergence of the PKK. As Chairman 
Apo has said, a revival was set in motion. Our 16-ycar- 
long struggle has brought about a revival and from 
now on we are heading for liberation. 

(Source: Kurdistan Report #20 - JanJFeb. 1995] 


for this. We don’t want Europeans to be fooled by fire 
tourism propaganda of a regime which is dictatorial, 
not democratic, and whose military is wa^ng a special 
dirty war. Just like last year, we hope that people will 
respect our call 

We can on the German state to remove its 
support for the Turldsh government and to free itself 
from its complicity in the dirty war. In the bng-term, 
this complicity wUl onV harm Germany’s own inter¬ 
ests. If Germany continues to support destructive 
policies in Kurdistan, then political and economic 
targets wiU be attacked by ARGK units. We will cany 

Ozks^Mmea^ Turkish justice mi&try and 
prison officials for Suleyman Ongun’s death. On 
January 21, political prisoners in Antep launched an 
indefiriite hungerstrike to protest the prison’s calcu¬ 
lated murder by means of denying medical treatment 

Sadretfin AytfinliK a PKK-prisoner who has 

bcendetainedinBayratnpasaprisonin Istanbul for 11 
years, has issuedacomj^inttothe medical chamber 
in Istanbul because he has been denied cardiology 
treatment while in prison. Aydinlik has been in prison 
for 11 years and has serious heart trouble. So far, 
prison officiak and the justice ministry have ignored 
his requests for medical treatment 

Political prisoners in Buca and Aydin launched 

ahungerstrikeonDecen*cr21,1994. lOofthemare 

now in bad health. 

Since January 12,1995,20 famiUes of political 
prisoners in Buca and Aydin have been on a solidarity 
hungerstrike. Members of the SKK (Izmir Anti-War 


out suicide attacks against German targets in Turkey 
and Kurdistan. 

TheTurkish government denies tiie existence of 
the Kurdkhpeople, it practices violence and despo¬ 
tism. This regime cannot be accepted. You cannot 
take a vacation in a region where such a regime is 
accepted. 

We are warning people ahead of time that we 
are not responsible for the consequences or any 
undesirable developments. 

ARGK (People’sLibcrationAnny of Kurdistan) 

Association) joined tiie hungerstrike for one day ^ 
weL Political prisoners inCeyhan, Canakkale, Cankiri, 

Nevsehir, Amasya, Iskenderun, and Ankara have also 

started a solidarity hungerstrike. 

Arally insupport oftiiehungerstrikersoutsideof 

Buca prison on January 23 was attacked by police, A 
60-year-old woman and her 32-year-old daughter 
were ir^ured. 

On day 43 of the hungerstrike, relatives of the 

prkonersblockaded the road to Buca prison. Security 

forces attacked the demonstration and wounded sev¬ 
eral people. 

The HADEP chairperson in Izmir, RA Kenan 
Bilgic, has since stated that there have been “positive 
developments” for negotiations between prison offi- 
dab and the prisoners. 

(Source: various issues of Angehoerigen Info and 
Kurdistan Rundbrief] 
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Women's Army In Kurdistan 

Interview With Free Women's Movement Of Kurdistan Representative 


By Deiyasul Beran ^ 

We have received woid from Kurd^n lhat for 
some time a women’s army hzis been in^ewstcnce 
among the guerrillas there. We spoke to a representa¬ 
tive of the Free Women's Movement of jturmstan 
(TAJK), who has herself takeji,part'in'the guerrilla 
struggle, about this development. 


Why was it necessary to set up Biis army? What 
was the position of women among die guerril¬ 
las up to now? 


The structure of Kurdish society is in part also 
reflected in the life of the guerrillas. So relations 
between men and women and the roles played by the 
sexes were determined along traditional lines. Men 
and women were kept strictly segregated, as if by a 
wall. They were brought up so that the women always 
had to obey the man while the man dominated tiie 

women in hiscapacity as theoncwho gave the orders. 

The strong patriarchal oppression of Kurdish women 
in Kurdistan Is also a consequence of the despotism 
perpetrated by the colonialists. 

Kurdish women see their fight for freedom rein¬ 
forced by’Kurdistan’s liberation movement As the 
struggle has dcvebped the nurnber of women in¬ 
volved has grown continually. Of course, here too 
they were confronted with classical social problems. 
Many of them were still in the grip of tradition and 
patriarchy. 

The encounter of these two different worlds 
influences life among the guerrillris. Our party, and 
especially our General Secretary, Abdullah Ocalan, 
anah^sed this problem at the very beginning of the 
liberation struggle and has taken important steps 
towards resolving it. 

Resolving the question of women, of women’s 
rights, can on^ take place if it is viewed as a “revolu¬ 
tion inside the revolution". Accordingly, in the guer- 
rillaarmy, womenare leamingabouttheirown signifi¬ 
cance for Kurdistan’s liberation. They live with the 
knowledge that without their revolutionary struggle 
for freedom there can be no revolution in Kurdistan. 
The women have been politicised as a result of this 

awareness. Of course this process also develops among 
the male guerrillas, for Ae liberation movement of 
Kurdistan does not see the question of women’s rights 
se a matter merely for women. It is a social problem 

historical^ connected with fire occupafionofKurdistan 

in a way ^at is scientifica%r verifiable. I should like to 
try and explain the collision between the two worlds 
of guerrillas by using some examples. 

Female commanders rarety found that the role 
they played was an acceptable one in the eyes of either 

menorwomen.Somemenstillfounditdifficulttotakc 

orders from women commanders. Equally, at first 
they did not receive respect from woitren either. The 
inferiority complex of worrren resulting from social 
conditioning was the decisive reason for this failure to 

accept women commanders. At the same time the fact 

that a woman could become a commander could be 
a source of self-confidence for women. 

The growing number of women in the guerrilla 
struggle made a special organisation necessary, be¬ 
cause the men inhibit the independent development 
of the women’s abilities. His presence is embarassing. 


In orxkr to gain full recognition in 
Kurdish society and antKing the guerrilfas, a 
militaty mode of organfeation hzis to be 
introduced alongside the political one. In this 
way women have the possibility of develop¬ 
ing independent^, freely, and to stand on 
their own feet, without feeling themselves to 
be mere shadows of the nrren. Each free 
prractical step taken on her own accustoms 
the woman to build confidence in herself. 

The achievement of the “revolution” can 
orrly cotrre to fruition via a women’s army. 

For a radical social revolution in this 
area of culture, the founditrg of the women’s 
army is the beginning of such a new epoch 
for our society just as was August 15,1984 
(the beginning of the armed struggle). 

Is it in any way diSexent frrom the men’s 
anny? 

It is not correct to flritrk in terms only of 
trren’s and wortreri’s armies. Alongside the 
women’s army, which consisb of about2,000. 
women, many fight In mixed utiits. Both the' 
women’s army and the regular army are 
subordinate to the same command structure. Both 
fight according to the same plans and objectives. The 
only difference is tiiat the women’s army concentrates 
on the development of the personality of the indi¬ 
vidual woman. 

In addition, it has been found that strength at all 
leveb of stru^le is not a monopoly of any particular 
sex. One can say, however, that women in struggle 
adapt more quick^becausethey are constant^ aware 
of their thousands of years of slavery. So the intention 
of winning freedom is much stronger among them 
than among men. Most of the women understand that 
freedom b possible, now or nevCT. 

A sharp separation between men and women b 
not intended, simply because male guerrillas are more 
experietKed than we arc. And so it b necessary to 
work together. 

Could you give us some example of women 
who have developed particularly feur as a result 
of die struggle? 

There are countless examples of thb kind. I will 
talk about some women of whom I have personal 
knowledge. Sozdarcame from the countryside, where 
she received the traditional and backward upbringing 
of peasanb. So she had not had the chance to go to 
school After she got to know the guerrillas, she joined 
them-Thereshe has rediscovered everything thatshe, 
like millions of male and female Kurds, had lost 

because of colonisation. Sozdar b learning to come to 
grips with her national and sexual identity and she b 
overcoming all the old structures step by step. From a 
women guerrilla she b turning into a commander. 
Another example, Zelal became engaged in Dersim 
and was supposed to get married in the Federal 
Republic of Germany later on. Previously in Dersim 
she had become acquainted witii the guerrillas a short 
time before her trip to Germany. As she put it herself, 
Zelal wanted freedom, but she lacked any conception 
of how to achieve it. In Germany, she came into 


contact again with the liberation movement and 
joined it there some time later. In order to break tiie 
traditional fetters, she had her fiancee come to Ger¬ 
many so she could tell him she wanted to become a 
part of the movement completely. She did not want an 
engagement in the classical sense and she made him 
an offer, they could both wage the struggle, or ebe 
break the engagement After he rqected her offer, she 
separated from himand, after a lengthy period of 
political activity in Germany, went to Kurdbtan. To¬ 
day she b a commander there. 

You are a representative of the Free Women’s 
Movement (TAJK) of Kurdistan. What connec¬ 
tion does die TAJK have to die women’s army? 

We women of the TAJK consider ourselves 
general^ as part of the liberation movement of 
Kurdistan. Witiiout it we would not exist Both politi¬ 
cally and material^ we support the women’s move¬ 
ment in Kurdistan. Accorefing to the aims we envisage, 
political support b not simply the task of Kurdbh 
women like ourselves, but rather non- 
Kurdbh women should abo engage in thb task. For 
example, the experiences we have had with the 
women’s amry and through our practical politics can 
serve as a new perspective on the road to liberation 
from patriarchy. Thb b our common desire. There¬ 
fore, powerfulsolidarliyshouldbe developed. Through 
our workin Europe, through publicatiotrs, discussions, 
and demonstrations, we are trying to ttrake our pres¬ 
ence felt. So our work hzB the aim of bringing attention 
to the future. We are optimistic about every aspect of 
our work in Europe. For example, our international 
women’s conference in Cologne was a great success 
for us, achieved by the efforts of a great many friends 
from many lands. 

(Translated by Steve KaezynnsU. Reprinted from 
Kurdistan Report #20 - January/February 1995) 

——————-- 
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Massacre In Diyarbakir 


For a bng Cme now, before the eyes of the 
world, those of us In prison have be*i openly op¬ 
pressed, tortured, and attacked in a manner which 
can only be described as a massacre. Our comrades 
were tortured almost every day on their way to court, 
beaten with clubs, boards, belts, shovels and other 
tools. Some were beaten so badly that they went into 
comas. As these ii^ uries which our comrades suffered 
show, the aim of this torture was death. Dozens 
suffered cracked heads and broken arrrrs, they had 
wounds all over their bodies, and some of our com¬ 
rades will now be crippled for their entire lives. The 
continuity of such attacks reached the point where the 
prison officials even began denying us such basic 
tilings as food and water and other necessities of life. 

On October 4,1994, on the pretext of acting on 
a confession by our comrade Erdogan Dincer, the 
prison was surrounded in tire ear^ morning by thou¬ 
sands of soldiers, police, plaincfothes officers, special 
units, guards, “defectors” who had gone over to the 
contra-guerrilla, and special army forces. All visitors 
were tum^ away and the assembled forces carried 


out a major attack on the prison. 

The attack was direct^ coordinated and led by 
state officials, including the army commander in 
Diyarbakir, the governor, the security agency (politi¬ 
cal police), the state prosecutor’s office, and prison 
offidab. 

From 8:00 a.m. that day until the next day, 
October 5, prison blocks 27, 25, 31, and 18 were 
attacked. Hundreds of smokebombs and tear gas 
grenades were fired against our comrades and high- 
pressure water was blasted inside prison cclb. Many 
of our comrades sutiered horn smoke inhalation and 
maitywere injured by the water blasts. Some were so 
badly injured that they fell into comas. 

But that wasn’t all. The security forces of the 
feiscistTurkish state tossedafirebomb into bIock27 in 
the afternoon. Theblock wascompletctydestroyedby 
fire. Then they detonated sticte of dynamite alongside 
tire walb of blocks 27,25, and 18 and blew up the 
burning buildings. Then the state forces entered the 
prison imd opened fire on our comrades, some of 
whom were already dead or in comas, with G3, 


Kalashnikov, and Akrep weapons. Meanwhile the 
security forces on the outside were abo firing at the 
prison walb. 

Many of our comrades were abo injured when 
plainclothes police climbed up onto the roofs and 
entered into the other prison blocks and began beat¬ 
ing people. 

After thb, the soldiers removed 309 prisoners, 
who were either overpowered or already dead, from 
blocks 27, 25, 18, and 31. They were thrown face¬ 
down on the floor of a bng corridor. Countless 
soldiers, plaincbthes police, special team forces, and 
contra-guerrillas, allof whom were waiting, rushed in 
and immediately began beating peopte mercilessly, 
regardless of whether they were dead or alive, using 
clubs, iron bats, boards, and other items. The prison¬ 
ers were then dragged down the stairs. Dozens has 
broken arms, legs, ribs, or cracked skulb. The haib 
were covered with blood. 

We do not know how many of the 309 com¬ 
rades, who were taken^M^ndisclosed location, 
were killed or how many are still alive. All of us were 
witnesses to how our comrades, who were already in 
a lifeless situation, a situation totalty out of their 
control, could be tortured in such a brutal fashion. 
These 309 comrades were taken away at 4:00 a.m., 
which seems to imply that several pcopb had been 


Prison Resistance In 


Kurdistan And Turkey 

ThefoOowingisacompihtion ofinformationregardmgtberesistanceofpoliticalpisonerslmm thePKKasweU 

as membets of TurUsh tevoluOonaty organizations such as Devrimei So/. Due to the difficulties of receiving 
information about the stru^ of politicalfsisoners in Turkish prisons we haw i^t been able to follow up on 
ffje situation of the various hungerstrikes and the current conditions in the Turkish prisons. We hope to have 
nrore information in our next magazine. 


In April 1994, a trial-boycott was launched by 
PKK-prisoners inDiyaibakirprison.The action spread 
and was supported by many attorneys, as well as 
prisoners from the foDowing organizations; TTKB, 
TDKP, TKP/ML, THKP/C, HDO, Direnb Hareketi, 
Devrimei Sol, TDP, DY, TKEP/L, TKP/ML-Hareketi, 
TKIH, HKG, Ekim, and Kawa. More and more orga¬ 
nizations began to support the action, which was 
designed to build solidarity and to deny legitimacy to 
the T urkish Judicled system. 

Throughout all of Kurdistan and Turkey, politi¬ 
cal prisoners launched a massive campaign of resis¬ 
tance. In response to political disturbances primarily 
organized by PKK-prisoners, the special prison in 
Antep was completely cleared out and all200political 
prisoners were split up andredtetributedto more than 
a dozen different prisons. 

In Nazilli, 3 PKK-prisoners who were tortured in 
a prison in Buca and then transferred to Nazi! for 
refusing to renounce their membership in the PKK 
went on hungerstrike to demand a retransfer back to 
Buca. 

By mid-June, prisoners from Devrimei Sol and 
the organization TIKKO had been on hungerstrike in 
Kayseri for over a month, and several supporters and 
family members had started a solidarity hungerstrike 
as well. Devrimei Sol prisoners in Canakkale had also 
started a solidarity hungerstrike on June 9. 

InUrfa, several women PKK-prisoners had been 
continuing their hungerstrike, and prison officiab 


would not aOow family members to visit the women. 
In Sakarya, 6 women protesting depbrable prison 
conditions, supported by women PKK-prisoners, had 
been on hungerstrike for more than 50 days. Their 
health was very fiagile, and all the women were 
threatened with solitary confinement if they do not 
stop their action. 

In Elbistan, aptwoximate^ 200 PKK-prisoners 
had started death-f^. Other hungerstrikes had been 
reported in Yozgat and Erzurum. 

The hungerstrikes lautrehedby imprisoned PKK 
and Devrimei Sol guerrillas continued to spread 
throughout prisons in Turkey and Kurdistan. At the 
beginning of August 1994, at least 178 PKK and 
Devrimei Sol prisoners were on hungerstrike to de¬ 
mand better prison conditions. If their demands were 
not met, the prisoners vowed to continue their action 
indefinitely. At that point 8 prisoners had been hospi¬ 
talized due to efforts of the hungerstrike. 

On January 20,1995, Suleyman Ongun from 
Cizre died from wounds he received when state 
security forces attacked 300 PKK-prisoners in 
Diyarbakir on April 10,1994. Suleyman Ongun was 
•^dnedf 80 wounded prisoners who were forcibty trans¬ 
ferred to Antep following the eissault on the prison. 
There, he was denied medical treatment. The spokes¬ 
persons for the PKK-prisoners in Antep, Mahmut Inal 
and Galip Tas, and the chairperson of the Antep 
branch of the human rights association IHD, Iman 

_ w- i 

-- \ o 


killed. 

This attack is a massacre and a provocation 
which has been building up for some time now. It is 
becoming clear that the fsiscist Turkish Republic is 
seeking to surpass the cruelty in Diyarbakir prison of 
1980. 

These attacks, which exceed those carried out 
'unter the fascist Junta of September 12, 1980 in 
Diyarbakir prison at the beginning of the 80s, are 
designed to destroy the prisoners and destroy our 
national identity, our convictions, andourworth. We, 
PKK prisoners of war imprisoned in Amed [the Kurdish 
name for Diyarbakir - trans.], are the ones who are 
seeking to transform this prison into a Saigon Jail, a 
place where we can defend our worth and our political 
identity, and we will resist this cruelty wtih^U means 
available, including death-fasts and s^lf- ■ ■ 

itiunolation. 

The attackers must be made to pay for their 
crimes. This attackwill rertrain a thorn in their side. At 
least one of our comrades burned himself to death 
during this attack. 

We expect from everyone that calls themself a 
person, from the democratic Turkish public and all of 
progressive humanity, to not ignore this attempted 
massacre in Amed prison and to try and find out what 

happened to our comrade Erdogan Dincer and the 
309 of our comrades who were taken away following 
this attack. 

We will continue to resist this cruelty by means 
of our continuing 5-day rotating hungerstrike. 

We seek to inform the world about the cruelty in 
Amed prison and we expect everyone to take note. 


InthenameoftiiePKKpoliticalprisonersinDiyaTbakir 

prison, 

^Yilmaz Yurek and Latif C^n - October 5, 1994 
(Transiated from Angel^^igen Info #156) ^ 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY.. 


By Sundiata Acoli 


The Black Panther Party for Self-Defense was 
founded in October, 1966, in Oakland, California by 
Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale. The name was 
shortened to the Black Panther Party (BPP) and it 
began spreading eastward through the Black urban 
ghetto-cotonies across the country. 

In the summer of '68, David Brothers estab¬ 
lished a BPPbranch in Brook^, New York, and afew 

nwnths later Lumumba Shakur set up a branch in 
Harlem, New York, ijoined the Harlem BPP in tire fall 
of ’68 and served as its Finance Officer until arrested 
on April 2,1969 in the Panther 21 Conspiracy case 
which was the opening shot in the government’s 
nationwide attack on the BPP. Moving westward. 
Police Departments in each city made military raids 
on BPP offices or homes in Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Newark, Omaha, Denver, New Haven, San Diego, 
Los Angeles, and other cities, murdering sorrre Pan¬ 
thers and arresting others. 

AfteriandmostotiierPanther21 members were 
held in jail and on trial for two years. We were all 
acquitted of all charges and releeeed. 

^k>st of us returned to the community 
and to the BPP but by then 
COINTELPRO had taken its toll The 
BPP was rife with dissension, botit 
intemalandextemaLTheintemalstrife, 
division, intrigue, and paremoia had 
become so ingrained that eventually 
rriost niethbcrs drifted, or were driven, 
away. Some continued the strug^ on 
other fronts andsome baskalVcooted 
out altogether. The BPP limped on for 
several mote years, then died what seemed a natural 
death. Historywillbe the uWmatejudgeoftheBPPs 
place in the Black Liberation Movement (BLM). But 

inthese troubledtimes Afrikan people in theU3. need 

to investigate both the positive and negative aspects 
of the BH^’s history in order to learn from those hard 
lessons already paid for in blood. In particular. We 
need to learn the reasons for the BPPs rapid rise to 
prominence, the reason for its ability to move so many 
Afrikans and other nationalities, and the reason for its 
demise during its brief sojourn across the American 
scene. 

It’s not possible in this short paper, on short notice, to 

provide much of what is necessary, so tiris paper wifl 

confine itself to pointing out some of the broader 
aspects of tire BF^s positive and negative contribu¬ 
tions to the BLM. 

The Positive Aspects Of The BPP’s 
Contributions 


implemented correct^, otherwise it can prove more police, andcampaignstostopdrugs, cri^, and^licc 
detrimental tiranbencfidaL The self-defense poUcles . murder and brutality in the various Black TOtonira 
oftheBFT>needtobeanaK^inthislightbypresent- across America. For these reasons, and others, the 
day Afrikanorspini 2 ations.AlIhistory has shown that .1/influence of the BPP spread far beyond its actual 
this government will bring its police and military ^ membership. Not only did the BPP programs teach 
p»wers to bear on any group which truV seeks to free 


(^kaK'veople. Any Black “freedom’’ organization 
HOhldT^nores self-deferrse does so at its own penl. 

^2) Revolutionauy Nationalist Ideology: The BPP 
wzB a nationalist orgartization. Its main goal was the 
national liberation of Afirikan people in the U5., and 
it restricted its irrerr^jershipto Bfcrcks only. It was also 
revolutionary. The BFY theories and practices were 
based on socialist prirrdF^es. It was anti-capitalist and 
struggled for a socialist revolution of US. society. 

On the national level, tire BPP wideV dissemi- 
rrated socialist base programs to the Afrikan masses. 
Internationally, it provided Afrikans in the US. with a 
broader understanding of our, relationship 
to the Afrikan continerrt, tire emerging 
independent Afrikan nations. Third World 
tratiorrs. Socialist trations, and all the libera- 



membership. Not only did the BPP programs teach 
self-reliance, but years later the government estab¬ 
lished simitar programs such as free school lunch, 
expanded medicare and day care facilities, and liber¬ 
alized court procedures for tenant takeovers of poorly 
maintained housing, partly if not primarily in order to 
snuff out the merrxrry of previous sitrrilar BPP pro¬ 
grams and the principle of self-reliance, 

4) Practice of Women’s Equality: Another posi¬ 
tive contribution of the BPP was its advocation and 
practice ofequality for women throughout all levels of 
the organization and in society itself. This occurred at 
a time when most Black Nationalist organizations 
were demanding thatthe woman’s role be in tire home 
and/or one step behind the Black man, and at a time 
when the whole country was going through a great 
debate on the woman’s liberation issue. 

5) Propaganda Techniques: The 
BPP made significant contributions 
totheartofpropaganda.hwasvery 
adept at spreading Us message and 
ideas through Us newspaper The 
Black Panther, mass rallies, speak¬ 
ing tours, slogans, posters, leaflets, 
cartoons, buttons, symbob {i.e., the 
clenched fist), gralfm, political tri- 
ab, and even funerab. The BPP 
abo spread Us ideas through very 
skillful use of the estabibhment’s 
TV, radio, and print media. 

One singular indication, although there are oth¬ 
ers, of the effectiveness of BPP propaganda tech¬ 
niques b that even today, over a decade later, a large 
part of the programs shown on TV are still “police 

stories” and manyof the roles available to Blackactors 

are limited to police rotes. A lot of thb has to do wUh 
the overall process of still trying to rehabilitate the 
image of the police from Us devastating exposure 


lion Movemente associated with tHese nations. Over¬ 
all, the ideology provided Mikans here with a more 
concrete way of looldng at emd analyzing the world. 

Heretofore much of Black ana^b of the world, and 
the society in which We live, was bas^ on making 
ourselves acceptable to White society, proving to 
Whttes that We were human, proving to WhUes that 
We were ready for equality, provingWewereequalto 

Whites, dbptoving racist ideas held by Whttes, Strug- u.«. ......-- — 

gling for Integration or equal status with Whttes, p during the Panther era, and to prevent the triw rote of 
theories of “teving the enen^”. “hating the enemy”, 1 the police in thb society from being exposed again. 

“they’re all devib”.spookbrrr, and other fuzzy images ^ __ 


1) Self-Defense: Thb b one of the fundamental 
areas in which the BPP contributed to the BLM. It’s 
abo one of the fundamental things that set the BPP 
apart from most previous Black organizations and 
which attracted members (particularty the youth), 
rrrass support, and a mass following. The concept b 
not pnly sound, it’s abo common sense. But it must be 


‘they’re all devib”, spookbrrr, and other fuzzy irtrages 
of how the real world worked. 

3) Mass Organizing Techniques: Another funda¬ 
mental thing that attracted members and mass sup¬ 
port to the BH* was its policy of “serving the people”. 
Thb was a policy of going to tire masses, living among 

\ them, sharingtheirburdens, and organizitrgthe masses 

i to implement their own solutions to the day to day 
V problems that were of great concern to them. 

By organizing arrd imptetrrenting the desires of 
the masses, the BPP organized community programs 
ran^ng from free breakfast for children, to free health 
clinics, to rent strikes resulting in tenant ownership of 
their buildings, to Liberation School for grade- 
schoolers, to free clothing drives, to campaigns for 
community control of schoob, community control of 


The Negative Aspects Of The BPP’s 
Contributions 

1) Leadership Corrupted: COINTELPRO eventu¬ 
ally intirrudated and corrupted all three of the BPPs 
top leaders: Huey P. Newton, Bobby Seale, and 
Eldridge Cleaver. Each, in their own way, caved in to 
the pressures and began acting in a manner that was 
deliberately designed to destroy the BPP, and to 
dbillusion not only Party rrrembers but Afrikan people 
in America for years to come. COINTELPRO’s hopes 
were that Afrikans in America would be so dbillu- 
sioned that never again would they trust or follow any 
Afrikan leader or organization which advocated real 
solutions to Black oppression. 


.AND ITS PLACE IN THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
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2) Combin«d Abovs and 
Underground: This was die 
most serious structural flaw in 
, the BPP. Party mennbers who 
functioned openty in the BPP 
offices or organized openty in the 
community by day might veiy weU have been the 
same people who carried out armed operations at 
n^it. This provided the police with a convenient 
excuse to make raids on any and aD BPP offices, or 
menibers' homes, under the pretext that they were 
looking for suspects, fugitives, weapons, and/or ex¬ 
plosives. It also sucked the BPP into taking the un- 
winnable position of making stationary defenses of 
BFP offices. There should have been erclear separa¬ 
tion between the above ground Party and flie under¬ 
ground armed apparatus. Also, small military forces 
should never adopt, as a general tactic, the position of 
making stationary defenses out of offices, homes, 
buildings, etc. 

3) Rhetoric Outstripped Capabilities: Although 

die BPP wasadept at the art of propaganda and made 

very good use of its own and the establishment’s 
media, still too many Panthers fell into the habit of 
malting boisterous claims in the public media, or 
selng “wolf tickets” that they couldn’t back up. 
Eventually, they weren’t taken seriousty anymore. 
The press, some of whom were police agents, often 
hadonty to sticka microphone undera Panther's nose 
to make him or herbe^n spouting rhetoric. This often 
played into the hands of those who were simply 
looking for slanderous material to air or to provide 
possible intelligence information to the police. 

4) Lumpen Tendencies: It can be safety said that 
die largest segment of the New York City BPP mem¬ 
bership (and probably nationwide) wereworkerswho 
held everyday jobs. Other segments of the member 
ship were semi-proletariat, students, youths, arid 
himpen-proletariat The lumpen tendencies within 
some members were what the establishment s media 
(and some party menibers) played-up the most. 
Lumpen tendencies are associated with a lack of 
discipline, a liberal use of alcohol, marguana, and 
curse-words, loose sexual morals, a criminal mental¬ 
ity, and rash actions. These tendencies in some Party 
members provided the media with better opportuni¬ 
ties thantheywouldotherwise have had to play up this 

aspect, and toslanderthe Party, whichdiverted public 
attention from much of the positive work done by the 
BPP. 

5) Dogmatism: Early successes made some Pan- 
theis feel that they were the onty possessors of abso¬ 
lute truths. Some became arrogant and dogmatic in 
their dealings with Party members, other organiza¬ 
tions, and even the community. This turned people 
off. 

6) Failure to Organize Economic Foundations 
in file Community: The BPP preached socialist 
politics. They were anti-capitalist and this skewered 
their concept of building economic foundations in the 
community. They often gave the impression that to 
engage in any business enterprise was to engage in 

capitalismandtheytoo frequently looked with ffisdain 

upon the small-business people in the community. As 
a result, the BPPbuilt few businesses which generated 
income, other than the Bbck Panther newspaper, or 
which could provide self-empfoyment to Hs member¬ 
ship and to people in the community. The BPP failed 
to encourage the Black community to set up its own 


businesses as a means of building an inde^ndent 

economic foundation which could help break“oulsid- 

ers’" control of the Black community’s economics, 
and move it toward economic self-reliance. 

7) TV Mentality: The 60’s were times of great flux. 
A significant segment of the U5. population engaged 
in mass struggle. The Black Liberation, Native Ameri¬ 
can, Puerto Rican, Asian, Chicano, Anti-War, White 
Revolutionary, and Women’s Liberation Movements 
were all occurring more or less simuHaneousty during 
this eta. It appears that this sizable flux caused some 
Panthers to think tiiat a seizure of state power was 
imminent or fliat a revolutionary struggle is like a 
quick-pacedTV program. That is, it comes on at 9 
p.m., builds to a crescendo by 9:45, and by 9:55 
Victory!; all in time to make the 10 O’clock News. 
When it didn’t happen after a few years, that is, 
Afrikans in the US. still were not free, no revolution 

occurred, and worse, flic BPP was everywhere on the 

defensive, taldng losses and riddled witfi dissension, 
many merribets became demoralized, disillusioned, 
and walked away or went back to old lifestyles. They 
were not psychologicaBy prepared for a long struggle. 

In hindsight, it appears fliattheBPPdidn’tdo enough 

to root out this TV mentality in some members, but it 
did in others, which is an aspect to ponder^i. 


Although the BPP made serious errors, H also 
gained a considerable measure of success and made 
several significant new contributions to the BLM. The 

finaljudgmentof history may very weDshow that in Hs 

own way the BPP added’ttie final ingredient to the 
BlackAgenda necessary to attain realfreedom: armed 
struggle; and that this was the great turning point 
which ultimately set the Black Liberation Movement 
on the final road to victory. 

r ! 'A I 

(Marion Penitentiary - February 4,1985 I 

Sundiata’s current address: 

Sundiata Acoli #39794-066 
USP Allenwood 
P.O.Box 3000-UnH 3 
WhHe Deer, PA 17887 

Sundiata /Vcoli Freedom Campaign 
5122 South Ada 
Chicago, IL 60609 

Phone/FAX: 312-737-8679 

E-mail: crsn@aol.com or safc@aol.com 


'mssroad Support Network) 

For Mark CoV^ - 



It’s Way Past Time 


TheVietnamwarwasjo ughtnotonlyonthes oU 
ofSoutheast Asia,but inthesti^teotthe UA.SwcL 

Anti-war activists struggled toendaconflietthey knew 

to be ur^ust and extended their fight to includejustice 
and equality for aO human beings. Some felt com¬ 
pelled to take measures outside the law to stop a war 
between governments that killed thousands weekly in 
Vietnam, and to end the war of racism and poverty 
that claimed counfless more lives in this country. 

MarkCook, a native of Seattle, was an officer of 
flie Black Panther Party, whidi established commu¬ 
nity programs such as breakfast for children, free food 

giveaways, and medical cHnics. WHh his founding of 
groups such as CONvention and the Bridge Project, 
Mark helped prisoners and ex-prisoners through es¬ 
tablished job training programs in prison, supporting 
prisoners’ labor rights struggles, and creating job 
placement programs for those recently released. 

Throughoutthelatesixties and early seventies, Mark 

struggled to end not onty flie Vietnam War, but the 
systems of racism and imperialism that caused that 


war. 


Across America activists challenged the war on 
a variety of fronts: elcctoralty, non-violentty, and 
militarily. In Seattle, the George Jackson Brigade 
(GJB) waged an armed struggle, targeting the prop¬ 
erty of those who perpetuated it^ustice. In January of 
1976, three members of flie GJB were arrested in a 
Brigade-sponsoredbank rotbery attempt, where one 
GJB member was fatally shot and another hospital¬ 
ized. Two months later the hospHalized member was 
rescued from custody. In the process, a King county 

sheriffwasshotand wounded. Afew days later, Mark 

Cook was arrested as a suspect in the bank robbery. 
Months later he was also charged with aiding the 
escape and shooting the officer. He was convicted of 
all charges and sentenced to serve a thirty year federal 
term and two life sentences plus ten years by the state. 


i never admitted guilt in any of the charges 
against him. 

Mark has served nearly twenty years for actions 
intended tostopan uqjustwar, farbeyondfheaverage 

seivedby persons oonvictedofsimilarcrinies.Through- 

out the past two decades of incarceration, Mark has 
continued to strive for justice and equality for those 
behind bars and on the outside. He has never re¬ 
nounced his politicalbeliefs.Markhasscrvedthetime 

for his crimes; he continues to be jailed onty bccaused 
of his poUtics. 

Washington State has ignored a court order to 
have Mark’s federal and state sentences run concur¬ 
rently. As such, he is onty on the first year of his state 
sentence(s) - even though a codefendant in the case 
(EdMeaci co-founder ofthePLN) servedhis state and 
federal terms concurrently and was released last year. 
The Washington parole board refuses to review his 
case. 

BeginningwHh the pardoningof draft resisters in 

the late 1970’s and ending with this year’s liftingofthe 
trade embargo with Vietnam, one of the most discor¬ 
dant periods in recent US. history has nearly been 
reconciled. If the time has come to heal the rift 
between two warring nations, isn’t it time for a nation 
to reconcile its’ differences wHh its own citizens who 
opposed that war? 

The Mark Cook Freedom Committee (MCFC) 
plans future letter wrHing campaigns to the WA State 
parole board (and governor if necessary), and a fund 
raising drive to hire a lawyer to file Mark s appeal. If 
you would like to be placed on the MCFC mailing list 
to be notified of future events and kept up to date on 
Mark’s case, write to: Mark Cook Freedom CommH- 
tce, P.O. Box 85763, Seattle, WA, 98145-2763 USA 

(From: Prison Legal News - kb/. S, No, 9, Sept 94) 






lifelessness, clearh^ designed to break the spirit and 


By Jamlla Levi - January 19, 1995, 

I visited Mumia Abu-Janual at Pennsylvania’s 
t>ew SCl-Greene Supcrmax yesterday, January 18, 
1995. He was moved here from SCI-Huntingdon on 
January 13. About 70 of this state’s 185 death row 
prisoners have been transferred to Greene as of this 
writins. Most were moved in groups of 14-20. Mumia 
was one of only two prisoners transferred from 
Huntingdon on Friday, special treatment for special 
people! Jailhouse lawyers are also among Arose beirtg 
tar^ted for this supenrtax prison. 

Basic Features 

One houra day, 4-5 days a week, in an outdoor 
exercise cage. At Huntingdon he got two hours. 
Shower twice a week. Law library for two hours once 
ortwiceaweek. (They have 2 typewriters in the law 
library.) The remaining time b silent in Are ceL 

Utter bolaAon, from other prisotters as well as 

fiomoubide,bthe goal. The ceUs are arranged in such 
a configuration that A b much nrtore difficuit to see 
across Aiebloclcltbpossible to hear prisoners direct^ 
above or below (there are two Acts) or directly adja¬ 
cent throu^ the air verrt The food slot b unlocked 4- 

5 hours a day. The door b solid except for a Aiin 
window. Silence prevaib, acute^ aware Arat every 
soutrd b nwnttored. 

AH doors are eleclronicalycontrolled,wtthguards 
atcontrolmonitorrngstations.NotevBtyAringbpainted 

white as in some sensory deprivaAon uttHs, but Ate 


destroy one’s sense of identity. 

SCl-Gteene b located In Waynesburg, PA, an 
area well-known for ib racbm and heavy Klan infes- 



taAon. Although over 60% of the populaAon on PA’s 
death row are from Rriladelphia atrd surrounding 
couiAies, Alb prison was deliberately located an 9- 
hour drive from Aie state’s largest city. Prisoners on 
A.C. status (including death row) ate allowed only a 
two hour vbit once a week, although I was informed 


that they may be able to successfully petiAon for a 
longer vbit on occasion. Those in D.C. (Disciplinary 
Custody) get only one hour. 

Vbite ate, of course, non-contact. They are 
conducted in an area rather deep within the boweb of 
thb beast, closer to the cell block. Hb handcuffe are 
shacMed to a belt around hb waist. Thb contrapAon 
prevenb him from scratching hb nose, giving the 
power sign, taUdng with hb hands, or pressing hb 
hands up to the glass, which was the closest thing to 
physical contact he got wtth hb vbitors at HunAngdon. 
The stool provided for him during vbib b bolted to the 
floor, wAh a ring on A apparently enabling the guards 
to shackle a prisoner to the stool. 

TV b virtually non-exbtent because prisoners on 
Mumia’s side of the cell block can get only one staAon, 
and iherecepAon b poor. There b no cable. There b 
no VCR. Prboners have TV and radio only if they can 
afford to buy one. 

Action Alert 

Thb place b a real bad trip. Please help us 
expose A right up front for exacAy what A b. Please feel 
free to write or call me wAh any quesAons or com- 
menb: 

Western PA CommAtee To Free Mumia Abu-Jamal 
P.O.Box 10174 
PAbburgh, PA 
15232-0174 USA 

Phone/Fax: 412-361-2989 






Dear comrades and friends, 

Reading again the words of your solidarity call 
for Mumia b always the Same feeling: it’s like being 
there with you. 

We understand that we all face the same sAua- 
Aon which b markedby the deep effeeb of Are world¬ 
wide changes we have seen over Arc past years. One 
of these effeeb b that the reacAonary forces rrow are 
up to exAngubh every example of strug^ for a 
radically different life and revoluAonaty perspectives, 
they want to wipe out any hope for liberation, and to 
bury everything that has been reached by Are people 
and for the people in thb century. 

Now Arcy warrt Mumia’s life. The US. govern¬ 
ment has put a revoluAonary prisoner under Arc threat 
of legal execution because Arcy think they could conre 
through wAh A in Atrres when resignaAon and retreat 
are vbiblc in targe parb on our side. 

And they take Mumia because he b an example 
for thb struggle, hb life stands for our collective 
revoluAonary history. And he stands for someAung 
else; for the truAr that the spirit and the values of our 
struggle cannot be destroyed if we ourselves do not 
give up to make them real as tong as we live. 


We join your caO and we hope that thb common 
effort of prboners wAl be a strong expression of life 
agaiirst deaAt, an erqxession of our way aird under¬ 
standing of life against thb system which can only 
produce death and destrucAon. We will be with you 
in every other effort necessary to prevent the U5. 
government from killing a comrade. 

Mumia’s life b our life. 


WAh much love, 

Manueta Happe, Eva Haute, Rolf HciBler, 
Sicglinde Hofmann, ChrbAan Ktar, Hanna Krabbc, 
ChrbUne Kuby, Irti^ad MoUer, BrigAtc Mohnhaupt, 
HclmutPohl, AdclhcidSchulz, Rolf-Clcmens Wagner 


November 1994 


A 


Free Mumia! 

Free All PoliAcal And RevoluAonary 
oners In The World! 




Please, write Mumia, and use some colored 
staAonery, pictures or whatever to help brighten up 
that place (not that he’s allowed to have anything on 
hb wall). 

Mumia’s standing strong, like he always does. 
Hb new address b: 

Mumia Abu-Jamal #AM-8335 
SCl-Grccne 

1040 E. Roy Furman Highway 
Waynesburg, PA 
15370-8090 U5 A 

Prison AdminbtraAon: 

James Price 
SCI-Greene 

1030 E. Roy Furman Highway 
Waynesburg, PA 
15370-2902 U5A 

Phone: 412-852-2902 
Fax:412-852-2909 

We urge you to cal! or fax Governor Tom Ridge 
now to say free Mumia Abu-Jamal and abolbh the 
death penalty! Hb phone number b 717-787-2500. 
Hb fax b 717-772-3155. 

For more information about Mumia’s case call 
IntemaAonal Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal at 215-476-8812. 


(Source: Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign) 
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IrmgardMoUer Is Free! 

__ . r ^ ^_ nniifirAl nrisoner. was 


On Decerd>er 1, 1994. RAF-pris^ Irm^rd l^Iler. Germany's hngest-hefd political pr^ner. was 
(.— n^n «ft^r the rest ofhet Mesentence was changed to probation. Irm^rcj one o/ti^ori^nal 

foun<k,softlMAmvFmclk>n.hadbeenmprisonforover22years.mu<^oftt^tbmekeptm^^ 

conBnement. after being arrested in 1972. Irrngard Moe^wasako the only 

•Stammheim Night’in 1977 when RAF- founders Andreas Baader. GudrunEnssbn, andJaiyCaril^pe were 

mwderedin th^r prison cells; Irrngard herself was serio,^ly wounded Irrngard In stated that she plans to 

continue her struggle on the outside to win freedom for the other RAF-prisoners strlimjari. 

...But There Are Still 6 Other RAF Prisoners Who 
Have Been In Jail For More Than 15 Years 


Christine Kuby, who has been imprisoned since 
January 10, 1978 and who was tosetherwithlrmgard 
Moeller in special detention in Lubeck prison for the 
past few years, is not in prison at the moment She has 
not been let out on probation, but her conditions have 
been cased so that she can receive necessary rehabili¬ 
tation treatment Christine Kuby, who was arrested 
after a shoot-out which left her and a policeman 
wounded, was sentenced to two life-terms plus 10 
years on two counts of murder. Her doctors have 
asked that the rest of her sentence be reduced to 
probation for medical reasons. The necessary court 
dedsion is stiB pending. 

As for Lutz Taufer and Karl-Hcinz Dcllwo, who 


attorney general Buback. The state supreme court in 

Stut^rt ruled in 1993 that Folkerts must serve at 1^ 

17 years of his sentence on account of his “especialV 
serious guilt", tirercforc he is not eligible for an carty 
release until tire faU of 1995. He also, however, must 
first submit himself to a forced psychiatric certifica¬ 
tion. 

The situation of Stefan Wisniewski, who was 
arrested in Paris in 1978, is even worse. He was given 
several life-terms for participating in the Schleyer 
Iddnapping. Shor^ after being sent to prison, he 
(tistatKed hitrrsclf from tiic RAF, but he did not turn 
state’s witness or reject left-radical politics. The state 
supreme court in Dusscldorf ruled in 1993 that he 


As for Lutz Taufer and Karl-HeinzDellwo, who supreme coun . *- 

have been imprisoned in Celle for Ae past few years, musts^atle^ 2 ^rsofhissentenceonacco 

a court hearing on fteir status is presently underway of hb csj^Ity serious guih . 
before tire state supreme court in Dusseldorf, but no 
ruling has yet been handed down. An early hearing 
back in 1993 ended with Ae conclusion that Aeir 
senterKes should remain uncharrged. DeBwo and 
Taufer, togeAer wiA Hanna Krabbe, were part of Ae 

“HolgCT Meins Cotturrando" which occupiedtfieGcr- 


Rolf Heissler wasapartof Ae first generation of 

RAF guerrillas. After being arrested in 1971, his 
freedom was won by Ae kidnap^jing of Ac Berlin 
CDU party chairman Lorenz, an action carried out by 
another guerriDa organization, Ae Second of June 
Movement In 1979, he was arrested once again in 


•HoIgerMeinsCommando" whichoccupiedtheGer- Movement in ne was » 


26 FIAF prisoners. 

Hanna Krabbe is presently in Lubcck prison. 
After Irrngard Moeller’s release, she is now Ac only 
RAF prisoner in Lucbcck. She was also denied an 
BarV release in 1993, along wiA Taufer and Dcllwo, 
because she refused to submit to a forced psychiaWc 
certification. 

In addition to Dellwo andTaufer, Knut Folkerts 
is also imprisoned in Celle. Folkerts shot and killed a 

policeman as he was bcingarrcstedonScptcnibcr 22, 

1977 in Ae Dutch city of Utrecht In 1980, a court in 
StemtrAeim prison sentenced him to life in prison for 
participating in Ac RAPs assassination of federal 


Ac head. He was ffven a life-sentence for a shoot-out 

which killed two Dutch policettwn in Ac town of 
Kerkrade. 

Rolf Clemens Wagner has been in prison since 
1979. In 1983, he was charged wiA participating in 

the Schleyer kidnappsng and given Arec life-terms. In 

1992, he was the first RAF prisoner who had to Acn 
submit to anoAer trial bas«i on Ac confessions of 
RAF defectors arrested in East Germany. During this 
so-called “state witness triar, Heissler was spvcn 
anoAer life-term for participating in Ac RAFs attack 
on NATO commander Haig. 

Freedom For AO Political Prisoners! 


Statement From Irrngard Moller 


1 didn’t want to come out alone. But flic fact that 
I did is representative of Ac way Ac present power 
relations arc. 

Many people arc probably asldng Acmsclves 
how I managed to survive for so long. 

The answer is simple: Because of Ae goals I 
fought for. 1 kept Aese goals alive, and because 1 
always sensed a form of closeness to Aosc people 1 
fought togeAer wiA, despite aU of Ae state’s attempts 
to prevent and destroy that. 

1 would never have been released, however, if it 
hadn’t been for Ae international mobilization. And if 
Acre hadn’t been people here who did continuous 
work for several years. 

If the state had its way, 1 would never have gotten 




to 




RAF News Shorts 


Eva Haule Sentenced For 
Frankfurt Air Base Attack 

On April28,1994, Eva Haule got Aree life- 
terms for Ac August 1989 “Commando George 
Jackson” RAF attack on the Frankfurt air base. 
Haule was convicted despite Ae lack of any 
physical evidence. Instead, she was convictedon 
the basis of Aestate’s legal doctrine of “collective 
guiK”, which makes aB RAF members involved in 
an action guilty of aB aspects of Ac action, 
regardless of what Acy as individuab actually 
did. Birgit Hogefcld fe also being charged with 
murder and attempted murder on Ae basb of Ab 
same doctrine, even Aough she was on Ac 
ground in handcuffs as Grams and Ac pigs 
exchanged fire in Bad Kleincn. 

Bemd RoBner Is Free! 

After nearly 19 years of imprisonment, 
RAF-prisoncr Bemd RoBner was granted an 
earV release by German president Richard von 
Wcizaecker. Rocssnerwas part of Ac six-person 
“Holger Meins Commando" that occupied Ae 
German embassy in Stockholm to demand Ae 
release of 26 political prisoners. The stand-off 

ended withapoBce raid onthebuildingwhich left 

two embassy personnel and two members of Ac 
RAF commando dead. RoBner and Ac oAcr 
thyce surviving commando merrAers were aB 
given Aree life-sentences. RoBner has since re¬ 
nounced armed struggle and has expressed a 

desire to re-enter society after hebreleased from 

psychiaWc care on May 16,1994. 

While in prison, RoBner’s heafth was se¬ 
verely damaged by more than 10 years in isola¬ 
tion and by participation in a total of six hunger 
strikes. By the rttid-1980s, RoBner’s physical 
condition clear^ classified him as “unfit for de¬ 
tention”, but Ac German government refused to 
grant him an early release. During the last major 
RAF hungersAkein 1989, RoBner was too physi¬ 
cally weak to participate, but hb release - and Ac 
release of aB prisoners unfa for detention - was a 

majordemand of Ac soBdarity campaign around 

the hungerstrike. 

Adelheid Schulz Refuses To 
Participate In KronzeugenprozeB 

OnMay25,1994,anew/6onzBieie/jpmze^ 

(statc-wftness Wat triab whose evidence bbased 
sole^ on Ac statemente given by former R/'f 
members arrested in East Germany back in 
1989) was opened in Stammheim against 
AdeAcid Schulz. Schulz’s heatth has suffered 
badly during her 11 years in prison, much of 
which has been spent in bolation. Schulz was 
originally sentenced back in 1985 for member¬ 
ship in Ac RAF.Schulz refused to take part in Ae 
Wal and her lawyers denounced such state- 
wftness Aab as illegitimate. Schulz b accused of 
Ac shooting deaths of two Dutch border guards 
and invoiverrrent in Ac Krocsen attack. 

On Tuesday, July 5, during Ae Wal, Rolf 
HciBler refused to make any statemente to Ac 
court after he was made to take Ac stand as a 
witness in the Wal against Shulz. Because of hb 
refusal, HciBler, another RAF-prboner who b 
already serving a life-term, was fined 800 DM. 




The Spirit 


Statement From RAF Political Prisoners 
Concerning Their Umited Hungerstrike 


On Wednesday, Auffusf 13. 1994, the limited hungerstrike being carried out by 13 imprisoned RAF- 
membeis called off. The hungerstrOre had been launched 17dr^ before on July27 by 121^-1:^^. 

who werejoined the next day by Birgit Hogefeld, in order to press for the immediato release oflrmgardmuer, 
who has been in JaU for more than 22 years. The state prosecutor's office in Heidelberg howe^r, refi^ to 

evenconsIderthematter.ThefollowingisthedeclarationbytheRAFprisonersAattheytssuedwhentheybegan 

their hungerstrike: 


We are beginning a temporary hungerstril<c to 
once again make known the present situation. 

Irmgard wiU notbc let out jail. The state prosecu¬ 
tor has made it known that her next hearing will be 
granted, if a court ruling is handed down requiring 
one, six months from now, or whenever. In other 
words, this Is either a waiting period because of her 
refusal to submit to a psychiatric examination, or the 
entire process is starting all over again at square one 
- in any case, the authorities have decided that 
Irmgard will stay in jail for several more years, and by 
doing so, they are setting a “standard” for the rest of 
us. 

We think that it’s now plain for everyone to see 
that all of the judicial manoeuverings that have been 
made with regards to us have led nowhere, and that 
even in individual cases, the entire impossibility can 
be seen: At present, Irmgard’s fellow prisoners and all 
those persons that visit her are being required to hand 
in opinions, observations, and judgements to be used 
as rtraterial for a psychiatric “danger assessment”. 

Thatwhichlnr^rdrefusedmustnowalsober^ected 

by all others who are close to her and politically 

aligned with her. Wehope that everyone will refuse to 

take part in this process! 

It is sensei^ and unrealistic to keep treading 
along this same path, coriceming ourselves with fake 
questions (like this recent “certification problem”) and 
raising our hopes from one court hearing to the next 
Because only one thing happens on this so-called 
judicial path: The state’s political advantage, the 
ruling political intention, is, played out. And it s clear 
what that is: Wolfgang; Birgifs prison conditions and 
the charges being brought against her, which are 
clearly designed to further the continuity of condettm- 
ing all armed attacks which took place in Germany up 
until 1992; endless prison terms as a means of deter- 





ring resistance; Eva’s convictiorr; Heidi s trial and the 
entire procedure of state witness trials, which now will 
make it 150% sure that we will stay in prison until we 
die; more flian 100 new political prisoners in jail; the 
banning of the FW and the persecution of all politi¬ 
cally active Kurds; triab against anti- fascists; police 
raids; Halim Dener, 16 years old, shot and killed by a 
plainclothes police officer while hanging posters. 

That is tire reality, not merely the latest scheme 
thought up by tire state prosecutor’s office, designed 

to draw everyone in, to get them to make signals to the 
justice department, andtiien, as with Irmgard, to have 

tire hammer come down hard upon tiiem. 

Freedom, a real perspective for freedom for us 
political prisorrers, can only be based around one 
central point political wil That means articulating 
and bringing about a different political will other than 
the state’s liquidation strategy, and also breaking this 
strategy down. We have failed to achieve that which 
wesetoutto achieve in 1988. But nonetheless, it is still 
essential to formulate and articulate a rtifferent politi¬ 
cal wiD. That, now as before, is the matter before us. 

By means of this hungerstrike, we are hoping to 
bring tire reality of the situation back Into discussion 
and to sharpen people’s focus on the way things really 
are. Our continued imparisonment, separation, and 
isolation, the fact that hmgard muststay in jail despite 

22 years ofbrutalprison conditions, the state’sjudicial 

rituab, which actualty culminate in de facto death 
sentences - all of fltese things are continuing. 

We don’t believe that we will be able to exert 
deceive pressure to affect tire proceedings in Lubeck, 

butwe arecalBngon everyone tostruggle for Irmgard’s 

freedom, that she be released immediately, and we 
are asking peoptie rrot to be fooled by the hearing 
proceedings, which are just a facade. It b clear that 
Irmgard must be set free, there are no doubts about 
thb, despite the foolfeh proceedings which just leave 
everyone shaking their heads in dfebelief. Irmgard has 
always stuggled for purely political reasons, not due to 
thestructureofherpersonality, which fe nowtobethe 
object of a certification procure. We completely 
rqect that tirfe should even be an issue, and that, 
considering the length of her detention and her shat¬ 
tered health, thb whole bsue b deeply cynical. 

It b necessary to take a step forward, to clear our 
rtrinds of the thoughte that have crept in over the past 
few years, to quit staring at the justice department’s 
“offers”, and to get off thb sorrowful path which 
continues to worsen as tire state keeps turning the 
screws one turn tighter. 

Irmgard must be released! 

July 27,1994 

Manuela Happe, Eva Haule, Rolf Heissler, 
Sieglinde Hoffman, Christian Klar, Hanna 
Krabbe, Christine Kuby, Irmgard Moeller, 
Brigitte Mohnhaupt, Helmut Pohl, Heidi 
Schulz, Rolf Clemens Wagner 



Both Schulz and HeiBler are accused of involve¬ 
ment in a 1978 shoot-qut with 4 Dutch border 
guards. 

Early Release For 
Stockholm Commando? 

State prosecutor Kay Nehm filed a motion 
in a Dusscldorf court on Juty 6,1994, to ask for 
an early release for RAF-prboners Kari-Heinz 

Dellwo, Hanna Krabbe, andl-utzTaufer.Allthree 

have been in prison since the failed take-over of 
the German enibassy in Stockholm, Sweden, in 
1975. Bemd Roessner, the other surviving mem¬ 
ber of the “Holger Meins Commando”, was 
granted an early release in May due to hb poor 
health. Under German law, prbonersserving life- 
terms may be eligible for release from prison after 
15 years. There are presently close to 20 RAF- 
prboners serving life-terms in German prisorrs. 

Jakobsmeler And Kuby Released 

On Friday, October21,1994, former RAF- 
member Ingrid Jakobsmeier was released after 
serving 2/3 of her 15-yearsentence. Jakobsmeier 
was arrested inl984 and sentenced in 1986 to 
serve9 years in prison for being a member of the 
Red Army Fraction (RAF). Atthe end ofthb term, 
a second trial was opened against Jakobsmeier, 

based on statemenb given by RAF-traitor Henning 

Beer, one of a group of former RAF-meiribers 
arrested in Eset Germany in 1990 who then 
became state witnesses. In thb second trial, in 
which Jakobsmeier renounced her RAF mem¬ 
bership, the court convicted Jakobsmeier of par¬ 
ticipating in the RAF attacks on the US airbase in 
Ramstein and the failed attack on US general 
Frederic Kroesen and therefore added another 6 
years onto her sentence. Under German law, 
prisoners can be eligible for earty release after 
serving 2/3 of their sentences. For life-terms, the 
minimum to be served b 15 years. 

Christine Kuby, another R/\F-member serv¬ 
ing a life-term, was granted an early release in 

February1995. Doctors stated thatKuby’sheahh 
had seriously deteriorated over the past few 
months and that she should be classified as too 
unhealthy to be detained in prbon. 
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Statement From Birgit Hogefeld Concerning 
The Trial Opened Against Her In November 


On November 15,1994, the trial against me in 
ttie state court in Frankfurt wiU be opaied. I am 
charged with various RAF actions from 1985-1993: 

-The bonfbingof the U,S. airbase in Frankfurt and the 
shooting of the U5. soldier Pimental; 

- The attack on the former finance secretary and 
present headof the fcderalbankTietmeycrduringthe 

IMF conference in 1987; 

- The bombing of the newly-constucted prison 
Weiterstadt; 

- In addition to these, 1 am also charged with murder 
arrd six counts of attempted murder of GSG-9 agents 
in Bad Kleinen. 

The murder charges from Bad Kleinen ate an 
answer to the political disaster which the state suf¬ 
fered during this action. It is suspected that the state’s 
men executed Wolfgang Grams as he lay shot and 
serious^ wourrded on the ground - also the sloppy 
mistakes" made bythe police, namelythe destruction 
of evidence, as well as tire retirment of responsible 
officials, including the interior minister, all seem to 
indicate that an execution took place. 

Sirree tiiese doubts have by no means been 
erased, at least one RAF-meiriber, name^ me, must 
be charged and convicted of the shooting of GSG-9 

officer Newrjella. At leasttiratshould serve to remove 

that doubts thatperhapsNewrzella had been killed by 

friend^fire. 

The fact that 1 was already overpowered and on 
the ground before tire first shot had even been fired is 

ignored - they claim that Newrzella was shot by 
WolfgangGrams, andtiratWoKgangopened fire with 
nv full understanding (since we were botir organized 


by showing that I rerrted or botglrt two cars. This will 
be “proven" by handwriting euraVses from federal 
experts (according to state witness testimony used 
against other prisoners, tire purchase of one of these 
cars was attributed to Sigrid Stemebedd. 

This is their construction: Handwriting analyses 
will point out differeirces between different leveb of 
possibility. The sigrraturcs, which they attribute to me, 
can’t be placed in the highest category of possibility 
(because this would make it easy to file a counter- 
trrotion), so they will place tirem in the rrriddle level of 
possibility, andsitrcc the RAF doesn’t have tirat ttrany 
ttretifbers, even an urreerfain possibility can qualily as 
a high possibility handwriting kfcrrtificatiotr, thus 
malting it possible to say that the signatures are mine. 
As for tire Tietmeycr action, tirey don’t have any 

wittresses to prove 1 tented the vehicle. Shortly after my 

arrest, a meeting wre planned in order to trick me, but 
I recognized this plan and kept rr^ arms over my face. 
A woman wittress, who rented out the vehicle six years 

ago, allegedly can say I, who had my arms across my 

face, was tire one who rented the car, even though I 
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wasn’t even present later on when other persotrs were 
presented for her to compare. 

I would consider all of this to be a real joke, if tt 
didn’trepresentthe “mostserious" evidence for stick¬ 
ing me with a life-sentence. 

After seeing the rrrany trials agairrst RAF-prison- 
ers in the last few years, there is no doubt what the 
outcome of tirine will be - and right now fromour side, 
there is a lack of pressure from leftist and progressive 
circles to prevent another life-sentence from being 
hairded down. 

As for the charges dealing with RAF actions, 
there won’t be much to show, as has been the case 
with countless other similar trials - to use the words of 
UlrikeMeinhof: “We can’t force them to tell the truth, 
we can only force them to become more shameful in 
their lies." 

Birgit Hogefeld - October 1994 

(Translated/iom Angehoeiigen Info #156) 


n 


in the RAF). 

This is the judicial construction which is to lead 
to my conviction on the charge of “murdering" this 
GSG-9 officer. 

In May of this year. Grams’ parents attempted 
to have their case against the GSG-9, which had 
former^ been closed, re-opened. It is unlikely tiiat 
they will have any success in getting the case re- 
opened.Butcven tithe case does getre-opened, it will 
probably just get closed again soon thereafter. 

By charging me in connection with Bad Kleinen, 
the state is hoping to use the trial as the only public 

means by which they canjudktiallyfmishoff the entire 

GSG-9 action, in other words, the shooting of 
Wolfgang Grams. 

Each charge (with the exception of the bombing 
of the prison) is enough for a life-sentence, and the 
recent state witness trials against two RAF-members, 
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who have already been in prison for 12 years serving 
life-sentences, show where all of this b leading: the 
allied victory over communbm and all ideas of 
change and the utopia of a humane world have made 
them drunk with power - that which b being done to 
us stems part^ from revenge, but at the same time it’s 
also a threat to all those contemplating a new begin¬ 


ning. 

The state has no “evidence" against me tor any 
of the charges. They hope to prove my partcipation 
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The Case OiOpstand 

Repression Against Dutch Activists 


On Wednesday, September 28, J994, police 
searched the offices of the organization ‘Opstand’ in 
Airsterdam. At the office and at the homes of the 
organizers, poBcc confiscated a lot of goods. The 
police are reteing to comment on the case. OnV ® f®'*' 
things are clear. Opstand and the people who work 
there are not suspected of anything. The searches 
took place as part of a police investigation of a certain 
anonymous person. The police are silent about the 
crimes of ffre case. Investigating magistrate RuflS on^ 
said that the investigation started in October 1993. 
The only other fact that is known te that all of the 
detectives and magistrates working on the investiga- 
tioncomefromTheHague. Abtofthings are unclear. 
Here you are: no suspect, no witness (no members of 
Opstand were ever called in for questioning), what 
ffien? 

Opstand ban investigation/actioncoDectivethat 
aims at sui^rting left-wing groups. Their direct 
concerns areToyotbm (a radical-left ana^b of capi- 
talbm put forward by ffre German intellectual Kail- 
Heinz Roth - trans.] and immigration issues. Most of 
the information tiiat the police confiscated during 
ffiese searches b about 1^-wing and social move- 
menb. Butffie motivation of the police action remains 
unclear. Is it, like in the past, an information operation 
to get ins^ into the left-wing movemeitt? Does the 
law wanttosztootage tire work of Opstand? Orb the 
be^ntdng of a wave of criminalization against people 
who support illegal immigrants? 


Repression Throughout The Years 

The repression of social movemenb worked 
abo in the post, often together with giving more space 

in the tracing capabilities of police and the law. There 

was great repression agziinst social movemenb in the 
late-80s as tile state’s apparatus expanded. An impor¬ 
tant moment in thb time was the use of Article 140 . 
(membership in a criminal organization) against the 
squatters of the ‘Marierenburcht’ in Ngmegen in 
1987. Police and tiie law used the big public indigna¬ 
tion around the violent resistance of the squatters 
againstthe erriction of thb building to testthb old piece 
of legblation. Using Article 140 opened a new world 
of investigation techniques for them. From the 
Marierenburcht investigation you can see that the 
police dug through the entire squatters movement. 
They gathered photos, names, telephone calls, and 
observation reports on hundreds of people. The po¬ 
lice information services (PID) ran overtime, and, in 
fact, the criminal justice investigation was mbused to 
gather as much information a^ut the social move¬ 
ment as possible. The interesting thing about Article 
140 b that you sec not only the prosecution but abo 
the development of investigation techniques, thanks 
to the vague construction of “membership in 
f^or oanizationYhat has intent to comnut crimes". To 
g^ a better vlen^f thb “anonymous group", the state 
can gather information about more people, much 
more than they coukjbefore attheso-caUed “proactive 
stage” (before tiie actual prosecution). The state has 
gotten much more competent at doing thb. That b 
why they started to use Article 140 more: In 1987 
againstthe newspaper ‘Knipsclkranf, in 1989against 
the pirate radio station Radio 100, and later against 
the squatters of the WNC complex in Groningen. 


Government Immigration Policies 

The activities of the social movemenb in The 

Netherlands however have decreased in the last years. 

Even the Dutch secret intelligence service (BVD) b 
less interested. Th^ say; “The movement of potitical 
activbb has to do with a small willingrrcss to action 
and a lack of action fields that stirs the imagination.” 
Just as before, these movemenb are still interest the 
intelligence service, bid the breaking down of the 
justice system b no longer being put over the backs of 
the social movemenb. At^dtow, the government b 
abo interested in organizations that are stifl active, 
even in “quiet times”* for example in the area of 

Immigration policy. Especially in thb area you can see 

tile breaking down of the justice system very clearly. 
The judicial position of immigranb in The Nether¬ 
lands b getting worse and worse and almost all the 
possibilities have been barricaded for tiiose who still 
try to migrate to The Netherlands. With a spedal jail 
for refugees (they cafi thb a “border hotel”) and the 
newly open^ application centre. The Netherlands 
has become one of the countiies with the most 
restrictive imrnigration policy. The policy towards 
illegal immigration has serious^ changed in the last 
few years. From the former policy of illegal aliens 
being tolerated for a fang time, the law b now almost 
so that Megab can be denied all kinds of supplies such 
as health care and housing. The bng-detested hunt 
for illegal immigranb has now become very open. 

Witiimobilebrigades, border police guard theborders 

and extra police organize controb in the city. Alto¬ 
gether a sad change for a country that was once 
known for ib tolerance. The movement against tiib 
policy b closely watehed, especially because of the 
fact that the group RARA (Revolutionary Anti-Racbt 
Action] uses thb policy to justity its bomb attacks. In 
their investigation of RARA tire police are using a new 
crime ana^b corrrputer program, ’Oktopus’, one 
that gives the opportunity to conibine different sorb of 
information. Phone taps, observations, information 
frominformanb, photos, etc. fillthe system. You don’t 
need to guess that a lot of people who resbt the 
immigration policies of the state are in thb computer 
system. Thb system of investigation, in which people 

areslowlyselectedhqiiioj 4 ^aWggergroupof active 

people, b similar to f^itue^^ Germany. People 
who were active on i^ues which the RAF worked on 
were immediatety suspect and investigated under 
Paragraph 129a (support for a terrorist organization). 


Dutch Activists Accused 
Of Membership In RARA 

Thb information b about what b going on 
in Holland these days. On September 28,1994, 
police searched the offices of a left-wing group 
called ‘Opstand’. When the article The Case of 
Opstand was written, the members of thb group 
were not considered suspeeb. But last November 
there were some changes. Two members of the 
group, Hans Krikke and Jan Muter, are now 
charged with being members of a criminal orga¬ 
nization under Article 140. They are accused of 
being the co-producers of, or at least involved 
with, the writing of a RARA (Revolutionary Anti- 
Racbt Action) communique after a bomb attack 
on the house of the Dutch justice minbter Kosto, 

who b responsible for Dutch immigration policy. 

RARA b a left-wing revolutionary group; 

“Our politics are certainly intemationalbt in their 
orientation. Any form of left-wing politics that b 
not intemationalbt has little perspective. Except 
for the fact that the conditions under which 
people around the world live are always chang¬ 
ing, intemationalbmbahistoricaltruth.” (RARA, 

1993) 

In the 1980s, RARA bombed corporations 
that cooperated with the racist South African 
government. Over the last few years, they have 
aimed their attacks against the Dutch and Euro¬ 
pean immigration policy makers. Ever since the 
erdstence of RARA, the police and the law have 
been focusing on the group, without any lesulb. 

It’s unclear what b going to happen next. 

I Thestateaccusespeople in tiie media butrefuses 
to show any proof. About 150 organizations, 

I joumalisb, and other groups have joined to¬ 
gether to defend and support the accused. Thb 
support grouporganized a protest demonstration 
on January 23,1995 in The Hague to coincide 
with a court case againstthe house searches and 
to demand that all files in thb case be made 
public. We’ 11 try to keep you informed about thb 
case. 

Revolutionary greetings, 

Solidariteitsgroep PoMticke Gevangenen 
Postbus 3762 
1001 AN Amsterdam 
The Netiherlands 


Organized Crime 

The decline of the justice system b not only 
apparent in the ille^l immigration policy or the 
repression againstsocial movements, and Article 140 
was not only designed to be used against people who 
organize and carry out political actions. In 1987, tire 
state already used thb cot^Jjuction to close down a 
large number of pirate ra<^^. In 1989, Article 140 
was expanded so that th^"TOuld tap the phones of 
soccer hooligans to gatiier information about the 
crimes they were going to commit. In the last few 
years, the expansion of police powers and the tighten¬ 
ing of the law was mainty shown in the fight against 
organized crime. Hirsch Balin, the former justice 

minbter, flung himself asaknight in the battlefield and 

pushed through different new law proposab which 
aavc the police and law more power, with the ac- 


E-mall: tank@x84aU.nl 


knowledgmentthat thb was an operation to make up 
arrears: The rules had to be adapted to the practice! 
Thb led to a series of new law proposab, some of 
which have already become laws. Some examples 
ar^fThe tapping of conversations with a long distance 
miOPphone, the copying of computer files during 
house searches (abo those connected to networks), 
the extension of possibilities for house searclies, and 
the introduction of crown witnesses at criminal pro¬ 
ceeding. Next to the tightened law there b abo an 
increase in crime-fighting services, which are con¬ 
nected to work together. Six new detective forces and 
five new IRTs (a sort of Dutch FBI), which can fully 
focus themselves on organized crime, have been 
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, founded. The Criminal Infor¬ 
mation Services (CID) s°f 
more space to work pro-ac- 
. ^ tive.AIso.thespeciedinvestiga- 
tion services Bke HOD (em orga¬ 
nization that hunts down tax crimi¬ 
nals) work coordinated together with the poBceand 

the law. And still the current tracing practice of the 
poBce goes much further than tire law aBows. This is 
proven almost weekty in the medirc Breaking in to 
iookaiound, illegal tapping, cieatingthcir own white¬ 
wash companies, etc. It looks Bke the poBce do not 
shrink from anything. Thb attention is probably why 
the parBament is going to organize a parliamentary 
inquiry about the investigation methods of the poBcc. 

ConcIusioD 

In the last years the actions of the poBce and the 

bw find thehr Justification more and more in the fi^ 
against “organized crime”. What they say about tire 
size and influence of this or^nized crime is being 
criticized in many ways. Is it really as bad as the law 
leads us to beBeve, or was this invincible dragon with 
attiousatKi heads just made up by them? Meanwhile 


the actionsof the police make it possible for everyone 
in Holland to find her^ or himself to be part of an 

invest^tion. One phone caB wttti someone who is in 

the eyes of the law, a “wrong person”, can put you in 
this system. Abo, the tapping of cai^phones on a big 
scale seems one of fteir normal activities. And be¬ 
cause the law about the destruction of old evidence 
isn’t always followed, someone who was arrested for 

placing a borrib was seen on a photo that should have 

been destroyed bng ago. An upside down world in 
which it b iro longer clear who and when somebody 
is a suspect Nobot^ at Opstand b a suspect or a 
witness, but the material seems to be so interesting 
that the investigating magistrate signed the house 
search papers. The ju(^ in The Hague will have to 
decide if the invesfigating magbtrate had enough 
reason for thb. There b a big possibility that thejudge 
will say it was okay and wiE be silent about the case. 
Thb b a new way to criminaBze all kinds of groups. 
They always say, where flrere’s smoke there’s, and 
there b no way to defend yourself because the law b 
silent 

Bureau Jansen & Janssen 
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Solidarity With Revolutionary Prisoners 

, , , . . li-i! tVio ucars we were interested not 


We are a committee formed by two ItaBan 

pofitfcal groups (llBoBettinoandSoBdarietaProletaria), 

which have been focusing on revolutionary poBtical 
prisoners for a number of years, since the early 
eighties. 

Our activity of support for poBtical prisoners not 

dbassodated from the class struggle devebps on 
several levcb and goes from the pubBcatbn (through 
a bi-monthly magazine and a quarterly information 
paper) ofdocumente, poBtical analysb written by the 
prisoners to various material activities (itredbal treat- 
mertt,sendingofnK>ney, books, magaritres, etc.) and 
poBtical support such as counter-information meet- 
itrgs, solidarity festivab, struggles supporting tire de- 
ttrands of prisoners, etc. 

We believe fliat thb soBdarity activity b of great 
importance and, white not being the primary task of 
communbb, does bebng to the communist and 
revolutionary nxwement because poBtical prisoners 
are a part, the product and the Bving memory of thb 
movement 


Throughout tire years we were interested not 
only in the poBtical prisoners of oi^ country but also, 
as far as possible,” in the conditions and struggles of 
poBtical prisoners in other countries, especiaUy of the 

European countriesdue to thegreaterhomogeneityof 

the political strv^tes and of the counter-insurgency 
poBcies in thb zrrea. 

After collective ddrateandrcflectioncarried out 

over the last few months, we have thought it important 
to give more reBef to the txdivity of support, informa¬ 
tion and poBtical soBdarity towards the corrimunist 
and revolutiotrary prisoners from Western Europe 
within our publications arrd activities. That b why we 
are writing to you; to ask for your help and your 
cooperation to build permanent relations of mutual 
exchange of news, information and pifoBcations aimed 
at creating a network of all the soBdarity groups for 
soBdarity with revolutionary political prisoners in 
Western Europe. If you are interested, please write to 
us as soon as possible so we can start thb project; 
SolidaiietaPivletaria, CP. 17C30.20130Mihn, Italy 


TtiHiiTFolitical Prisoner ReiSs Support 


In December 1992, Salvatore Cirincionc was 
arrested in Milan, Itaty after having been on the run for 
8 years. He was sent to prison in the 80*8 for being a 
member of the revolutionary group “Azione 
Revoluzionaria” and managed to escape. But he 1^ 
having serious health problems from regubr beatings 
and torture from prison staff. He now suffers from 
hztemorrhaging and infections. They just kept Wm 
alive, without any real treatment 

In Juty 1993 prison authorities decided that he 
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must stay ini.-= 

They also said tirat “as an active anarchbt he b a 
danger to society”. Worse than that the Ministry of 

Justice has now decided nottosupply the medicine he 

needs to stay alive. Abo, he can’t go to any good 
cBnics as th^ refuse to treat prisoners. 

Salvatore’s current state of health b very bad. 
Due to beatings and torture he has lost one testicle, he 
has broken bones around hb pclvb, and hb “genital 
apparatus b dead”. Salvatore keeps fighting for hb 
righte by going on hunger strikes - he himself saw two 
sick prisoners who were allowed to die by the state. 


Thb could and does happen everywhere - be¬ 
hind every so-called “democratic system” tiiere’s an 
authoritarian state terrorism which tortures and kilb. 

Against the fascist Europe they build we need to show 

practical soBdarity with aB arrarchist and class struggle 
prisoners. 

Help Salvatore financially. Make cheques pay¬ 
able to 121 Bookshop and send them to; 

121 RaiBon Road, London, SE24 OLR, England 

Send tetters of support to; 

Salvator Cirindone, Carcerc di san Vittore, Milan, 
Italy 

For further information contact; 

Massimo Leonard!, Apptequince, Via d. Corui 41, 
01100 Viterbo, Itaty 

(From: TaUing Liberties #12-Fall 1994} 


News In Brief* •• 

On Juty 3,1994, four villas were destroyed and 
two vacation homes damaged in a series of 
bombings claimed by the FLNC (Corsican 
National Liberation Front). No persons were 
injured. The following night, anothereightFrench* 
owned vacation horrres were destroyed. The 
FLNC b waging a campaign to gain indepen¬ 
dence from France for the Meditenanean bland 
of Corsica (NDj... On Juty 29,1994, a massive 
carbomb explosion in the old section of the 
Spanbh capital city of Madrid kilted a high- 
ranking Spanbh general, along with hb body¬ 
guard and driver; several poBce officers and 
Guardia Civil soldiers standing nearby were 
wounded. The general, 69-year-old Francisco 
Beguillas, was a close associate of Spain’s de¬ 
fence minister Garcia Vargas. The attack was a 
response by the Basque separatist organization 
ETA to govemnrent “resociaBzation” plans, by 
which ETA-prisoners can be released from jail if 
they pubBcalty denounce violence andcallon the 

ETA leadership to abandon ite struggle. Abo a 

partof thb government plan are drastically eased 

prison conditions for jailed poBcc officers who 
had carried out actions on behalf of the right- 
wing terrorist organization GAL, whose mem¬ 
bers killed more than20 Basque poBtical activisb 

throughoutthe 1980s... OnSeptember11,1994, 
on the eve of the 21st anniversary of the military 
coup which overthrew of Salvador Altende, in 
Santiago, Chile, the Manuel Rodriguez Patri¬ 
otic ftont (FPMR) blew up a power pyten 
outeide the city and later bombed a shoe store 
and the offices of a state-owned coal company. 
Abo, leftist demonstrators clashed with police 
oubide a cemetary after paying homage at the 
grave of Marxist president Salvador Altende. 
PoBce had to use tear gas and water cannons to 
drive back some 7,000demonstrators who were 
petting them with rocks... On September 19, 
1994, a bus taking poBcc officers to work in the 
Perissos section of Athens wm fired upon with a 
bazooka. The blast Wiled one cop and wound<^ 
nine others. The attack was claimed by the teftirf 
organization Revolutionary People e 
Struggle (ELA)... In September 1994, French 
poBce arrested 6 people and found a bomb 
factory in an operation against an ETA safehouse 
in southwest France. In November, Spanbh 
police raided what they called the headquarters 
of the Viscaya command of ETA, WlBng 1 and 
capturing 2 others. A week later, French poBcc 
arrested a furttier 5 suspected ETA members. 
After the arresb, demonstrators in Euskadi at¬ 
tacked police and barricaded roads, and at least 
10 demonstrators were arrested after Basque 

youthfoughtrunnihgbattteswifopoBccin Viscaya 

and Guipuzoca... After a few months of inactiv¬ 
ity, the “neighborhood guerriOa” organization in 
Bcrlin-Kreuzberg “Klasse gegen Klasse” 
(Class Against Class - KGK) has come back 
to Bfe. In a communique deBvered to the liberal 
newpaper taz, KGK claimed responsibiltty for a 
bombing on September 10,19^, which dam¬ 
aged a house in the BerUn neighborhood of 
Zehtendorf bclongingto a weB-known real estate 
speculator. And on Friday, September 23, KGK 
fircborrtoed the car belonging to BerUn’s former 
mayor, Walter Momper (SPD). Momper was 
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When The Struggle For Parole Becomes 
An Act Of Protest 

By Alberto Rodriguez, Puerto Rican P.O.W. 


H is quite ironic that deciding to appear before 
the United States Federal Parole Commission (Parole 
Board) seems to me lihe an act of protest against the 
objectificafion of myself and all the Political Prisoners 

andF’risonersofWarbyboththegovemirrentandthe 
independence rrxjvcment. For the first time in many 
years I feel that I am not an olqect - voiceless and 
helpless. My decision to appear before the parole 
board is not a renunciation of my POW status but an 
act of recognition that the world has changed dramati¬ 
cally sitKe 1 was captured 11 years ago. NotonV has 
the world political configuration changed but so have 
the Puerto Rican Independence Movement and the 
political tendency that 1 and all the POW’s were a part 
of. We prisoners are expected to sacrifice ourselves 
and our families for an ideal that is no longer shared 
by the Puerto Rican left or even those organizations 
with which we are political^ aligned. We are expected 
to remain in prison upholding some ideal of resistance 
in absence of a strategy, without a political organiza¬ 
tion corrunitted to revolutionary practice, minus a 
meaningful political relationship with the movement 
and exclusive of a campaign whose priority Is our 
release. For the Puerto Rican POW’s to remain per- 
manentV wedded to a particular conception of a 
prindple created over a decade and a turlf ago, under 
fire above-stated conditions is to misinterpret political 
principle as religion. Under these conditions I see fire 
organizing of a parole campaign as an act of resistance 
and protest againstthe present stagnant stateof affairs 
and the hypocrisy and opportunism that is has bred. 

Political Prisonets are confronted wifii a rnyriad 
of conditions which each day intensifies our 
marginalization horn the world outside fire wafis and 
aggravates our sense of isolation and powerlessness. 
The state separates us from our community and the 
political movement we represent from the very day of 
our capture. Through a process of criminalization we 
are dehurrranized. Instead of political activisis we are 
labelled terrorists and crimirrab; we are objectified 
into nronsters seen outside the pale of legitimate 
political struggle. But there is another process of 
objectification and dehumanization which is even 
more difficult because none of us ever expected it 
This is the marginalization and objectification of the 
political prisoners, by the very movements and orga¬ 
nizations which purport to support us. While this 
objectifleation is not malicious in intent different than 
that of the state, it nevertheless heis a debilitatirrg and 
dehumanizing effect 

Throughout fire process of capture, arraign¬ 
ment trial and sentencing we were involved in an 
organic relatiorrship of struggle. For the most part we 
were able to use our trials to prrqect our politics of 
struggle and resistance to cotenialism. Considering 
how the whole machinery of the state and its alty - the 
media - attached us, we were fairly successful in 
resisting their attempts to marginalize us from our 
community. Throughout our triab our relationship 
with the struggle was real and vibrant, together we 
worked to fight the state’s attempts to criminalize not 
just us, the prisoners, but the whole movement But 
something happened one we were sentenced and 
packed off to far away prisons. Our participation 
became less desired; our opinions, our ideas, our 


concerns or our criticbms 
irrcreasingly ignored or 
brushed off as unrealisiic 
ordbmbsedeeemotionaL 
AO of us began do- 
ing time enthusiastically, 
wanting to do pofitical work, wanting to search for 
ways to confinue fire practice of struggle we erjoyed 
during our triab Wepainted, wrote poetry and articles, 
sat down and developed position papers atrdsearched 
for creative ways to maintain a real position within the 
struggle. As years passed we suffered personal losses: 
deaths of loved ones, the end of personal rebtion- 
ships, our children growing up without us, abandon¬ 
ment by friends and in some cases by our own 
bmilies. We abo began to sec the political reality 
change radically and as we struggled to understand it 
and to find a lix* in it, we fouttd ourselves cut off, 
mai^naUzed. An thbcoupledwifiifiie rigours of doing 
time began to wear us down - some more than others. 
Where firere was once enfirusiastp we now see apa¬ 
thy, where fiiere was a desire to participate we sec 
passivity and where firere was otKe a spirit of cama¬ 
raderie wifii fiiose on fiic outside we sense estrange¬ 
ment 



Ihavconty now begun to grap)ple with thb reality 
and can only speak to fius process of alienation as it 
pertains to me, fitoti^ 1 dare say H b the same for 
others. 

The various “campaigns’’ in support of political 
prisoners all share several commonalities. One b the 
lack of will to bring tlw prisoners themselves into fire 
process of liberation, ironically those very same orga¬ 
nizations arxigroujxngsfiiatworkforthe release of the 

political prisonets have effectively marginalized us 
from the political work itself. Our poetry or art work b 
welcomed but as mere adommenb to programs and 
strategies in which we have little dr no say, particularty 
if we’vevoiced opposition. It seems that our participa¬ 
tion b to produce relics for galleries and museums. 

Whatb not welcomed bour voice andsurcly not 
our leadership. While we continue to demonstrate 
how we can contribute to the struggle in spite of afl the 
odds against us (be. Elizam’s art exhibib, Tim Blunk’s 
and Ray Levasseur’s Haulijjg LtyThc Morn ing; the 
work by white pobfical prisoners in devebping the 
Freedom Now Campaign; Lubito’s soon to be re¬ 
leased coUeefion of short stories and poetiy, Linda 
Evans’, David Giberfs, Judy ClarWs, and Kathy 
Boudin’s work in struggling for effective programs to 
combat AIDS in prbow Mumia’s work in rabing 
consebusness againstaVeicistcriminaljusticc system 
and especially Hs use of the death penalty to terrorize 
peopbofcobqaiKl the countless other examples) we 
arc told what our marginalization b not by intent but 
the unavoidabte consequetrees of being in prison. 
Another commonality b our objectification. We are 
pictures in a book, our faces arc on murab, our names 
arc on lisb or our art work dbplayed, but our voices 
arc sibnt Deebiore whidr affect us arc reached 
without ourparticipatbn and when we question these 
deebions we are simpty igtrored at best or worse 
accused of trying to run things from in prison; a terribte 
sin. The world changes and movemente do abo, but 
we are notalbwedto, we eaeto remain frozen insorrre 


surrealistic representation of past/future, but with no 
present. We arc hailed as freedom fighters of the past 
worthy of future veneration, but with no real rob in the 
present. 

Thb has gone on for over a decade and I find it 
intolerabb. I am a political person whose humanity b 
affirmed by my actions and my practice. As a cobnial 
being and now a civil slave I must be involved and 
active to maintain my humanity. As a prisoner incar¬ 
cerated for my political actions 1 must be involved in 
my own liberation; as a father, a son, a brother, a 
friend, a human beingl cannot continue thb passivity. 
Thb b why 1 have chosen to go before the parole 
board - not eis a retreat but as a step towards reclaim¬ 
ing political space denied to me. I have no illusiorrs that 
the parole board b going to relesise me when I appear 
before it later thb year. The deebion to free any of the 
political prisoners or POWs wiil be a political one and 
right now there b no real pressure on the U5. 
Government to release us through parole, amnesty, 
unconditional release, executive clemency or what¬ 
ever. The struggle for parole b a vehicle to once again 
go out into fire community to raise the issue of the 
prisoners. In the very short time that I have been 
working with others on try parole I have seen the 
potential it has to organize and trxibilize. It b truly 
absurdforthe campaign to ignore work around parole 
because it continues to adhere to a static and absolut¬ 


ist stratea/. Instead of seeing the liberation of the 
prisoners as a process it b seen as a means to achieve 
only one acceptable objective through only one cor¬ 
rect method. It b a strategy incomprehensible to many 
and inarticulable by rrxrst. 

Over two decades ago young Puerto Ricans 
came together in the ghettos of the U.S. to reclaim our 
history and our struggle against cotonialbm. We 
studi^ our past, a past which was kept from us and 
had the mystic of a secret We studied how the Tainos 
fought the Spanbh Conquest and learned from them. 
We studied about how the African slaves conspired 
against their masters and learned from them also. We 
read and studied the struggle of the Puerto Rican 
against Spanbh Colonialbm and were inspired by it. 
Then we studied the Nationalist Movement of thb 
century and recognized our political antecedenb. We 
came together and developed a political struggle 
which took from our pest that which was relevant and 
then went about creating our own strategies, based 
not on dogma or repetition of the past, but on an 
analysb of the present. We were able to emulate the 
spirit of stru^lc of the Taino, of the Cimarron, of the 
Jibaro and of the Nationalbte without duplicating 
their strategies or politics. We came together around 
clear point of unity and devebped our principles of 
struggb through that process. We came together to 
free the 5 Nationalist POWs and gave everything we 
could to achieve their freedom. We can emulate 
Andres, Oscar, Irvin, Rafael, and Lolita and be in- 
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The Continuation Of 
Struggle By Other Means 


By Edwrtn Cortes, Puerto Rican P.O.W. 

After a rather bng, cumbersome, and tedious 
strug^ 1 have decided to join the ranks of Puerto 

RicanPHsonctsofWarHaydee Beltran, Cartes Aberto 

Torres, Dylcia Pagan, and Alberto Rodriguez, all of 
whom have appeared or will appear before a US. 
Parole Board. I support rrry companero Alberto 
Rodriguez’s rationale for appearing brfore the Parole 

Board as articulated in his declaration entitled “When 

The Struggle For Parole Becomes An Act Of Protest”. 

1 ap^Moach the Parole Board as part of a multi- 
ptong political/legal strategy to expose the corrfradic- 
terry and politicaft/ biased parole process as it relates 
to political activists, as wellas to organize, educateand 
mobilize our community towards the excarcerafton of 
political prisoners and POWs. 1 will reassert my right 
as a political subject to struggle for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of which indepeirdcncc for 
Puerto Rico is an integral part I do not consider my 

deciaon as contradidoryto my posture asaPOW, nor 

a violation of my principles and comrrritmenfs. It fe not 
a sign of weakn^, nor collaboration. 

While in prison during this last decade, 1 have 
encountered hundreds of our youth who have never 
heard of the FALN, its actions, or of our POW status. 
It is for our youth and future generations ftrat 1 feel 
obli^ted to become a poBUcal protagonist in ftre 
stni^Ie for our excarceration and natiottal freedom. 
The following review will help illustrate the historical 
deveteprrrent of the POW position. In 1978, after his 
capture in Queens, New York, Guillermo Morales 
became the first Puerto Rcan to declare himself a 
POW thereby challenging U5. jurisdiction to try him 






as an armed combatant In 1979, Angel Rodriguez 
Cristobal was arrested during a confrontation with the 
U5. military in Vieques, Puerto Rico. At his trialAngel 

asserted his righttobe fried asaPrisonerofWar.Upon 

tiicir capture in 1980, Cartes Alberto Torres, Dylcia 
Pagan, Haydec Beltran, Carmen Valentine, Elizam 

Escobar, Lucy Rodriguez, Luis Rosa, Alicia Rodnguez, 
Adolfo Matos, andRicardoJitrienezall declared them¬ 
selves POWs, refused to recognize U5. authority to 
try them, demanded to be tried by an international 
court, and practised total voluntary absentia from all 
legal proceedings before U3. courts. However, in 
1981, with the capture <rf Oscar Lopez Rvera, Oscar 
departs from the position of total voluntary absentia 
by attending his trial, making an opening and closing 
statement to the jury, and cross examining the traitor 
Alfredo Mendez. He utilized the court as a political 
forum to articulate ftre basis of tire POW stance, to 
expose U5. colonial domination and practices in 
Puerto Rco, and to reassert his right under intema- 
tiorral law to be tried as a POW. 

Alqandrina Torres, Afoerto Rodriguez and my¬ 
self weretaken captive in1983in Chicago, Illinois. We 

dccIaredourseluesROWs,butexpsirdeduponOscar’s 

use of the courts as a political forum. During the 

pretrialphaseofour legal case, wesubmittedamotion 

to expose and end our 101/2 montiis of punitive and 
political internment in solitary confinement, and an¬ 
other motion to suRjressthe illegal use of video sur¬ 
veillance, which was granted, but overturned on 
appeal We participated in evidentiary hearings for 
tire purpose of exposing the FBI’s smear campaign 
against the Puerto Rican Cuftural Centre. And we filed 
an Omnibus Motion based on international laws 
which guarantee our rights to 
be tried as anti-colonial free¬ 
dom fighters. 

During our trial we were 
present in court, made open¬ 
ing and closing statements to 
the jury, and cross-examined 
FBI agents. Our uscoftheU5. 
courts was not in violation of 
the POW position, nor a rec- 
ognitionof U3. authority over 
ourselves or our homeland. 
We challenged the unlawful 
and colonial authority of tire 
U5. government over Puerto 
Rk» and utilized maximum 
politicaVIegztl flexibility to fight 
the government’s attempt to 
crimirtalize our actiorrs, POW 
status, and our movement for 
rrational liberation. Our pos¬ 
ture was best articulated by 
Commairder Don Juan A, 
Corretier in his expose “Sedi- 
tioir: lire Impossible Crime." 

My de^ion to appear 

before the Parole Board is also 
based, in part, on discus¬ 
sions with the other POWs 
and sectors of the indepen¬ 
dence nrovementthat support 
us, concerning other forms of 
struggle that should be utilized 



in the campaign for our excarceration. The oompancra, 

Haydee Beltran, initiated this discussion in 1990 
when she decided to appear before the Parole Board. 

In July of 1991, Cartes Albeito Torres decided to 
appear before the Parole Board, and Dylcia went to 
the Parole Board in September 1994. While neither 
Haydee, nor Cartes nor Dylcia received parole, the 
work they did around their parole hearings revealed 
the potential for generating renewed interest in work¬ 
ing for our release. 

It was before the courts tiiat the POW posture 
was developed, became more vibrant to our commu¬ 
nities, and allowed us to be political protagonists in the 

struggle towards our excarceration. 1 intend to pursue 
the same politicaVlegal approach which 1 utilized 
during my trial as well as ettibrace all political/legal 
remedies to which 1 have access under international 
law and US. law such as Parole, the Courts, Presiden¬ 
tial Amnesty/Pardon/Commutation, United Nations, 
Organization of Atrrerican States, the World Court, 
etc. in orderto become an active politicalsuVject in the 
campaign to excarcerate all political prisoners and 
POWs. 

As the United States government continues to 
call for the release of political prisoners in other parts 
of the world, the Puerto Rcan Independence Move- 
rrrent must insert itself onto the world agenda in order 
to expose the continued colonial domination of our 
country as well as the imprisonment of its combatants. 

Theparole process altewsmeto be partofthe ongoing 

stru^le in Puerto Rco to develop other forms of 
social, economic, and political projects that will once 
again galvanize the Puerto Rcan people toward na¬ 
tional independence and social justice. 
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Political Prisoner News FVom Japan 


triaomni m 

' OsamuMaruoka,ainetnberof 

the Japanese Red Amny (JRA), 
was sentenced to life in prison at the 
beginning of December 1994 for his alleged involve¬ 
ment in two airline hijackings in 1970s. ©ne of those 
actions, carried out in September 1977, successfully 
forced Ae Japanese government to release 6 jailed 
guerrillas and also pay a ransom of six million dollars. 
Maruoka was arrested in NovenAer 1987 after trying 
to enter Japan with a fake peissport... In July 1994, 
Japan’s Sujweme Court rqected an appeal from 
Kalsuhisa Omori (see related article). Who was sen¬ 
tenced to deaA for his alleged participation in an anti¬ 
imperialist boihbing attack carried out in March 1976 
agednstthegovemnrentoffice of thehfoMoiido Prefec¬ 
ture on Japeui’s northernmost island.Two people died 
In Ae attexdc A statement released after the attack 
protested against Japanese imperialism and Japan’s 
mistreatment of the Ainu native peofJes on Hokkaido, 

as weD as Okinawans, Koreans, Taiwainese, and 
other Asian peoples... In JuV 1994, an incendiary 
device was found outside the home of Judge Katsuya 
Onishi, Ae man who rq'ected Kaisuhisa Omori’s 
appeal. The device did not explode... A group doAg 
support work for imprisoned members of Ae East 
Asian Anti-Japan Aimed Front (EAAJAF), a militant 


organization which carried out a series of anti-impe- 
rialisVanti-cotoniatist attacks A Ae 1970s against 
Japanese govemmerrt and corporate targets, is A 
desperate need of tedmical advice to assist Aem in 
Aeir legal appeals. Two EAAJAF members are cur^ 
renter on deaA row A Japan, and the support group 

is attempting to prove AatAe EAAJAF did not intend 

to kill anyone in Aeir bombings. For example, an 
August 30, 1974 attack by Ae “Wolf Unit” of Ae 
EAAJAF on a Mitsubishi building resulted A 8 deaths. 
The group later stated that Acse deaths resulted from 
the unit’s inexperience «4A explosives; since Ae 
expbsAnwent off in a very confined space, Aey had 
not expected glass to fafl from higher floors, which is 

what taused most of Ae deaths. The state prosecutor 

in the case claimed that the EAAJAF intended to kill 
people indiscriminant^, but the group’s supporters 
would like to disprove Ais notAn. The support group 
is looking for ordnance experts to give testimony 
during the appeab. For more information, contact: 

EAAJAF Rescue Committee 
2-39-7-404 Nishinippori 
Arakawa-ku, Tokyo 
Japan 


Death Sentence Upheld For Katsuhisd Omori 


The smtence of the “Holdraido Prefecture of- 
fice-botnbingcase” was passed for Kaisuhisa Omori 
at laOpmon Juty 15,1994at Ae Supreme Court in 
Tol^o. Within Ae monA following the previous oral 

proceedings, held on June 6, the defense counsel and 

the Omori Defense Group had expected that the 
bench wouldn’t considerthe entire testimony given in 

Ae oral proceedings. ConsequentVi Ae judgement 

passeddowntoOmoriwasa'dfemissalofanappcaf. 

Thb judgement proves that Ais trial was a 
“political triaT used to judge AeAoughts and beliefs 
of Omori. Despite the fact that he was not involved 
wiA Ae August 10,1976 Prefecture office-bombing, 
he became convicted as “one of the criminab” be¬ 
cause he expressed thoughts of “Han-nichi Bokoku” 
(anti-Japan/destruction of Ae Japanese state). 

Prosecutors and court auAorities had fabri¬ 
cated circumstantial evidence and invented eye-wit¬ 
nesses, stacking them up against an innocent Omori 

who b now on deaA row. Thb trial wiO go down as a 

precedent in the history of justice that Ae court has 
utifized false evidence to convict an individual who 
has never made aconfession, especially when Absort 
of iiqustice b going to be forced Arou^ in oAer 
“public security cases”. The time b nearing when 
police stttd prosecution auAorities wiD have more 


Onbhi, announced that Ae appeal was dbmbsed. As 
he left Ae courtroom wiA Aree oAcr prosecutors, 
people in Ae gallery erupted into anger and ideked 
over chairs. A foldit^ fan was Arown at Ae judges as 
all hearers refused Aeorderto leave Ae court. BailiA 
expelled people from Ac courtroom as a unit of riot 
cops were ready to be dispatched. Anarchisb shouted 
“Free Omori!” and “We shafl win!” as Aey marched 
oubide the building. 

An excerpt from a statement from Ac Omori 
Defense Group read; “We firmly demand that Ae 
Supreme Court repeal and rcvei^ Ac j udgement of 
‘deaA penalty’ and pass Omori a judgement of inno¬ 
cence under Ae true justfce.” 

(Condensed horn a report by AHP, PO Box 57, 
Sal^, Kyoto, 606Japan) 




on little or no evidence. We believe that Ab sentence 
falb in line wiA the state policy of public suppression. 

On the Juty 15,1994, many people who had 
been Involved in defending Omori Aroughout hb trial 
came to gaAcrat AeSupreme Court. While Aey were 
in the queue for admission tickeb, Aey unfolded 
banners proclaiming Otrxjri’s innocence. A street- 
Aeatre action was played out in Ae street which 
demonstrated Ae fabrication of evidence in the case. 
Police were mobilized to dbpersc Ab action. 

Inside Ae court, no one stood up to pay Aeir 
respect to Ac bench. Omori was not allowed to even 
attend Ac proceedings, as the Chief of Justice, Katsuya 






responsible for Ae November 1990 eviction of 
Ac MainzerStrassc squab in East Berlin. Accord¬ 
ing to KGK, Mompers symbolizes “Ac lack of 
morality of Ae majority of Ac ‘elevated’ middle- 
class, not only here in Kreuzberg”. KGK has 
carried out around 43 attacks in Ae last Aree 
years, usualty firebombings of expensive cars or 
yuppie restauranb in the Kreuzberg section of 
West Berlin... In Milan, Italy in September 1994, 
protestors clashed wiA police and set fire to cars 
during a demonstration against the closure of a 
‘centro soziale’ (social centre). Police sprayed 
tear gas at some of Ac 10,000 people Aey said 
took part in Ae protest, which had been called in 
response to Ae city’s failure to finda new location 

for Ac centre after it was shut down at Ae request 
of Milan’s mayor... Abo in Milan, Itaty, in October 

1994, Itaty’s highest court of appeal ordered a 
retrial of four left-wing activbb aquitted of Ae 
murder 22 years ago of a detective held respon¬ 
sible by Ac left for Ae deaA of an anarchbt, 
Giuseppe Pinelli. PineW was officialty reported to 
have j umped from a police station window but in 
reality was Arown by police. Four members of 
Ac group Lotte Continue (Continuous 
Struggle) were found guilty of Ac murder in 
1990, but were acquitted on appeal in December 
1993... On December 10,1994, various left-wing 
and autonomist groups in Germany called for a 
nation-wide denxrnstration to protest against Ac 
European Union (EU) summit meeting being 
held in Essen, Germany. The courts, however, 

I banned all demonstrations against the summit. 
Despite the ban, around 2,000 people made it 
into downtown Essen to hold Ac demonstration. 
However, Aey were far ouAumbered by Ac 
7,000 police stationed in Ae city. The result was 
a record number of arresb, the most ever at a 
demonstration in Germany. Police reported 918 
arresb; organizers Aink Ac number topped 
1,000... In Dccctribcr 1994,10 cars belonging to 
i officiab ofTokyo’s Narita international airport 
were destroyed by timed incendiary devices. 
According to airport officiab, Ab was Ac cighA 

attackin1994by activisb seckingtoblockcxpan- 

sion of Ae airport Similar incendiary devices 
have been used in previous attacks of airport 
facifities... On December 6, 1994, in Cologne, 
Germany, a Turkbh communist group claimed 
responsibility for Ac firebombing of ArecT urldsh 
j businesses. The TKP/ML (Turkish Commu¬ 
nist Party/Marxist-Leninist) stated in a leaflet 
that Ac firebombs were an act of retaliation for 
Ae arrest of a TKP/ML activbt in Turkey. 
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Interview With Ali Jeddah 

Spokespereon For The Popular Front For The Liberation Of Palestine (PFLP) 

... j 1.. tfiiic SOUL one which I consider to be legitimate, 


'Wliat ties existed betwcea the «cently-a*- 

lested alk^cd te«orist “Carlos” and the PFtP? 
Was he a member of the PFLP or a hired killer? 

Despite die faa that I was in jail in Israel for 18 
years, I was able to follow the activities and opera- 
tirms of “Carios", and I can definitely say that “Carlos” 
was not a member of die PFLP. Nor was he a paid 
“killer". We don't hire people. The relationship be¬ 
tween “Carios" and die PFLP was part of the interna¬ 
tional cooperation between leftists and tevoluticaiar- 
ies around die world Naturally dils cooperation was 
also carried out at die military level. 


What ideology tmited “Carlos’’ and the PFLP? 

Anti-imperialism. “Carios” was, and surely still 
is, convinced diat imperialism as a global system has 
to be done away with. In die 1970s and 1980s, he 
considered the Near East to be a weak link In the 
imperialist dialn and was therefore active in this 
region. He considered die PFIP to be die oidy 


Palestinian factitm which dosely represented his 
ideology and politics. 

Can you explain at what time period this 
“cooperation”, as you caU It, took place be¬ 
tween “Carlos” and the PFLP? 

The political and military cooperation ended 
after a few years in 1972, after the 3rd PFLP confer¬ 
ence tock place. WadlHaddad, whowas responsible 
for overseas operations, was expelled from die orga¬ 
nization because he was not wilUng to follow major¬ 
ity decisions. After that, “Carios" no longer worked 
with the PFLP, but rather with the group around 
Haddad and with other Palestinian organizations in 
South America and Europe. 

It has been suggested that “Carlos” was also 

responsible for anti-Palestinian actions. Is that 

true? 

As far as I know, he only carried out one action 

^ f 


Marc Rudin, PFLP Supporter, 
Sentenced To Eight Years 


of this sort, one which I consider to be legitimate, 
namely die execution of PFLP-member and double¬ 
agent Michel Courbal in France. Courbal was sup¬ 
posed to hand “Carios” over to die French authorities. 

“Carlos” Is also accused of antl-Jcwish attacks. 
What Is your position on this? 

I am worried that his trial will take on a definite 
anti-Palestinian character, patticulariy directed against 
the Palestinian Opposition (those Palestinian organi¬ 
zations, including the PFLP, diatrejectdie Israel-PLO 
peace accord -ed.). They will probably accuse us erf 
being terrorists as well. If the French authorities were 
honest, then they would also concern themselves 
widi the dozens of actions carried out on French soil 
by the Israel InteUigence agency Mossad I strongly 
condemn anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic actions. We 
ate not struggling against Jews, but radier against the 
Israeli occupation forces. If a sddler or a setder Is 
killed, diat is not because diey are Jevrish, but rather 
because they are occupiers. Besides, diere ate sev¬ 
eral Jews that sympathize widi die PFLP. 


(Translated Froir^^ngjs Welt *196) 


On October 2(}/93, the Swiss anti-imperialist 
Marc Rudin was sentenced to 8 years in prison by a 
Danish court Marc was the alleged “5th man” in a 

Noveniber 3/88 robbery of close to $2 million from a 

post office, during which a police officer was shot 
This money was used to support the Popular Front for 
the Lfccration of Palestine (PFLP). Marc’s involve¬ 
ment in the case came about after the April 13/89 
arrest of four former Maoists who were accused of 
several robberies, including the 1988 post office 
robbery. These four later renounced armed struggle 

in the metropoles and gave statements to police about 

asomeone known as “PauT, a non-Danish comrade, 
the alleged “5th man” involved in die post office 
robbery. A year and a half later, Marc Rudin was 
arrested while crossing the Syrian border into Turkey. 
Marc was tortured while in custody inTurkey, where 
he was sentenced to 17 months in prison for iO^l 
border crossing and for possessing fake identification 

__ Till I 



papers. On April 28/93, Marc was deported to Deii- 
mark. It is widek; assumed that die Mossad, Israel s 
secret service agency, worked in close cooperation 
with Danish autiiorities on Marc Rudin’s case in an 
effort to hinder groups and individuals involved with 
providing practical, anti-imperiali^solidaritywiththc 

Palestinian liberation struggle. 

Marc Rudin was raised in Switzerland in the 
1950s. He later studied graphic dtesign inItaV, where 
hebecame active inthc radicaloperaist andsquatt^’ 
movements. Ffe dien became active in the Palestinian 
solidarity movement in France before returning to 
Switzerland. In the carly-80s, Marc fled to Syria/ 
Lebanon to escapestate reptession.There, he worked 
as a graphic design artist for the PFLP. Under the 
name Jihad Mansour, he designed many of die cover 
designs for “Democratic Palestine”, the English-lan¬ 
guage publication of the PFLP. 

For more informatioii: 


/\nti-Repressionskomitecn Marc Rudin 

c/o Autonomi 
BBC Box 286 
Vesterbrogade 208 
18(X) Frederiksberg C. 

Denmark 

Write to Marc: 

-5 

Marc Rudin ' /\ 

Vestre Faengsel • 

Postbox 701 N 

2450 Copenhagen V. ( 

Denmark / 



Norway Arrests 
Mogadishu Survivor 

Norwegian police announced on October 
19, 1994 that they had arrested 41-stear^old 
Souhaila Sami Andrawes (aka Soraya Ansari), 
the only survivor of the 1977 GSG-9 assault on a 
Lufthansa airliner which had been hjacked by a 
four-person PFLP commando in an attempt to 

force the releaseofllRed Army Fraction politiral 

prisoners held in Germany, as well as 2 Palestin¬ 
ian prisoners. Five days after die initial hgaeWng, 
the plane was stormed in Mogadishu, Somalia; 
three guerrillas were killed, and Andrawes was 
captured. She was sentenced to 20 shears in a 
Somali prison, but was released one year later, 
after which she disappeared. The German courts 
requested her extradition, but were turned down 
by the Norwegian government which cited hu¬ 
manitarian reasons. Andrawes is married and has 
been living in Norway for several years. New 
reports have stated that Andrawes has given 
important information to federal investigators from 
Germany, including the name of a person who 
had been suspected but not convicted for the 
action. 



/ 
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Devrimci Sol Becomes DHKP-C 

Dursvin Karatas Arrested In France; Later Released 

A series of devastating police raids in 1^1 resulted intiie deaths of several Devrimci Sol militants. Questions 
about who was responsible for these defeats then lead to a violent split within the organization, fn September 
1992, Bedri Vagan and two other leading Devrimci Sol cadre •‘arrested" the group's leader, Dursun Karatas,^ 
to question him about several of his leadership mistakes. Later, Karatas would describe this act as a "putsch 
and what followed was a bloody internal rift. OnApril22,1993, two Devrimci Sol militants. Bean Temettiand 
Muammer Aydin, were killed Karatas suf^xuters in htanbuL In Berlin, a meeting was held on April 30 
between representatives ofthePKK the TKP/ML, TKP/ML-Hareketi. TKEP,andbothhctionsofD^mciSol. 

Most ofthe participants criticized die Karatosfaction, but they called on both sides to refrain from violence. But^ 
dievety next day, on May l,ErcanSakar^Ho^ shot and lulled by Karatas supporters outside the ‘HalkEvi’ 
community centre. And back in Turkey-rSnJune 21, Karatas supporters burned down the ofdc^ of the 
newspaper‘Devrimci Cozum'and 5 workers were shot and iryured. As the split progressed, both sides used 
whattheydescribedas “revoluUonatyviolence"againstdieotherside.Butnow, die issueappears to have been 
sedled- by force. Devrimci Sol is known as die DHKP-C, and its leader is Dursun Karatas. 

'aenr 



The TurWsh revolutionary left organization 
Devrimd Sol transformed itself into a party in 1994. 
Now krrawn m the Revolutionary Peoples Liberation 
Party-Front (KdKP-C), one’s the groups first actions 
wastheSepterT)ber29,1994assassination ofMehmet 
Topac, who had served as Turkey’s justice minister 
from 1988-89. Police arrested four men and one 
woman in conrrection with this attack. DHKP-C units 
have also been active regions of Turldsh-occupied 
Kurdistan where tire is predominant. In Diyaibakir, 

for example, 4 militants dies in a shootout with police 
in the city of Diyafbakir. DHKP-C units, as weD as 


otherTurkfehoommunistorganizationssuchasTlKKO, 
have also been active in resistingTurkish army forces 
in the Dersim region of Kurdistan. 

The DHKP-C also carried out several smaller 
attacks insiqsport of their jailed leader, Dursun Karatas, 
who was detained by Frcrrch officials along with two 
other people on Septentirer 9, 1994 at the Italian 
border. Turkey sought to have Karatas deported. 

Dursun Karatas was origitrally arrested in Tur¬ 
key back in 1980 after the right-wing military coup, 
and he and more than 1,200 other Devrinnei Sol 
militants were on trial for rtxjre than a decade in 


Turkey. Karatas escaped from prison in 1989, how¬ 
ever, ^fore he was sentenced to a death; this was later 
changed to life in prison. If deported by France, 
Karatas would have faced certain prison and,perhap6 
even death. But France released Karatas from police 
custody at tire beginning of February 1995, on the 
condition that he remain in France and report regu- 
larh/ to police. But Karatas has since gone under¬ 
ground once again. The DHKP Central Comrtrittee 
released a communique clairtung that the release of 
Dursun Karatas was a victory in the “war against 
imperialism’’. 


No One Who Has Committed Crimes Against 
Our People And Our Movement Will Be Forgiven! 


Devrirtrei Sol continues its march on the road 
towjurds revolution by applying peoples’ revolution¬ 
ary j ustice. Agetin the organisation reminds us that no 
crimewiDremain withoutpunishment. OnSepterriber 
26 of 1994, Devrimci Sol fighters punished a remain¬ 
ing putschist with the penalty of death. This was a 
payment for his crimes against the revolutionary 
movement. Hakan Acar was a merriber of the traitor- 
gang which declared a war against Devrimci SoL 
Devrimci Sol warned them several times: They should 
surrender to the justice of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment. Despite aU warnings they increased their efforts 
to liquidate and destroy the values of the revolutiorrary 
movement, this under guidance of the contra-guer¬ 
rilla. Hakan Acar was taken under detention and 
questioned by the fighters of Devrimci Sol. He con¬ 
fessed his crimes and his collaboration. Finalty he was 
sentenced to death and executed. 


their crimes. Our Martyrs were the following: 
Aydemir Sahin (1970 - September 3-4,1994) 

Commanderofthe guerrilla group.Bom in Hekimhan, 

son of a poorTurldsh fartrity. 

Nuilian Azak (1974 - September 3-4,1994) 
Guerrilla in the Hayri Kooplatoon. She was a daugh¬ 
ter from a Kurdish-Alevit family. Bom in Pertek, 
Dersim. 

Asuman Koc (1971 - Septerriber 3-4,1994) 
Guerrilla in the platoon, named after her uncle. She 
was a daughter from a Kurdish-Alevit family. Bom in 
Cemisgezek, Dersim. 

Hulya Ates (1977 - September 3-4,1994) 

G uerrilla in the Hayri Koc-platoon. She was a daugh¬ 
ter from a Kurdish-Alevit farrJly. Bom in Hozat, 


action but his weapon accidentally went off and he, 
seriously irtiured himself. During his last two hours he 
was abne. He did not hesitate to, with his bbod, write 
the name of Devrimci Sol on a wall of the basement 
where he spent his last hours. He was bom in Kazanli 
village in Mersin in 1960 as a son of an Arab Alavit 
family. He took part in revolutionary activities in 
1975. His revolutionary life wris full of dignity and of 
militancy white organising the resistance. After the 
fascist coup of September 12,1980 he was arrested. 
He had been in prison for eleven years. He always was 
in the forefront of the revolutionary resistance in 
prison. He was self-sacrificing and never hesitated to 
criticise those who deserved it. He f ulfilted his revolu¬ 
tionary tasks inside the revolutionary workers move¬ 
ment and in the ghettos. He carried out all of his 
revolutiorrary tasks as a rtrember of Devnmei Sol. He 
was one of the narrretess fighters of our peoples’ 
liberation war. 


( 


Gunfight In Dersim 

On September 3 and 4, a gunfight took pbcc in 
Dersim between guerrillas of Devrimci Sol and State 
Military Forces. The guerrillas of the Hayri Koc- 
platoon were ambushed by state forces. In tire folbw- 
ing gi^^ht five fighters for the liberation of the 
people died. During the gunfight fourteen soldiers 
were punished by the guerrillas, seven of them died. 

As reported, the fighters of Hayri Koc-platoon 
were ambushed by rrreans of informers living in the 
Ulukate-village. In the evening of September 19, 
guerrillas launched a raid on the village and called out 
seven informers by reading their names abudone by 
one. They had given information to the enemy. 
Therefore they were punished to death under the eyes 
of the villagers. Their houses were burned because of 


Dersim. 

Orlian Korkurt (1974 - September 3-4,1994) 

G uerrilla in the Hayri Koc-platoon. She was a daugh¬ 
ter from a Kurdish-Alevit family. Born in 
Kahramanmaras. 

They fell white fighting until the last bullet. We 
asked for an eiccounting and have eliminated the 
"V informers and contra-guerilla and we w ill... 

He Was A Pioneer Of The New Generation 
Who Committed HU Life To Revolution And 
Liberation 

Bedii Cengiz, a fighter of Devrimci Sol, fell by 
mischance. He was preparing for a revolutionary 


WeWiUWaveOurFlag,ShoutingTheSbgansOfOur 

Martyrs! We Will Never Forget The Peoples’ Heroes! 

On September 28, 1994, Three Fighters Of 
Devrimci Sol Were Brutally Killed In Istanbul 

HmasYalcin was a civil servant, FuatErdogan 
was a lawyer and Ismet Erdogan was a worker. 

They were fighting for independence and social¬ 
ism within the ranks of the revolutionary movement. 
Civil servants, lawyers and workers knew them very 
well. A cafe, in which the three Devrimci Sol fighters 
were sitting was raided by a police unit. Elmas Yalcin, 
Fuat Erdogan and Ismet Erdogan were murdered by 
the torturers. All the inhabitants of Besiktas were 
eyewitnesses to this massacre. 
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Statement Concernin^he Attack On 

The CDU Office In D^eldorf 


Onttie night of June4/5,1994, on&wcekbefore 
the elections for the European parliament, we depos¬ 
ited four explosive devices behind the building com¬ 
plex at Kaiscrawerthcrstrasse 93 in Dusscldoif. This 
builc^nghouses, among others, the offices of the CDU 
[Christian democratic party - trans.] in Dusseldorf m 
well as the CDU regional office for “Bergisches land” 
(Solingen, Wuppertal, etc.). We chose this site be¬ 
cause of the minimal risk to uninvolved persons. By 
means of this action, we want to start an open 
discussion concerning the CDU and the politics rep¬ 
resented by this party. 

Whether in Palestine or Kurdistan or Turkey, 
the German state, led by the CDU, is at war. Ger¬ 
many, as an important imperialist state, is on the side 

of the ruling powers in those areas. The strugglebeing 
carried out by militant comrades, who are not willing 
to acccptthc status quo, is a struggle for freedom and 
socialism. 

“Fmm now on, ow stance against the PKK will be 

even tougher. The PKKshouldknow that they cannot 
move free^ anywhere now." 

(Kantfaer, CDU, interior minister, March 20, 

1994) 


This statement from Kanthcr increased the re- 

sohicoftwo Kurds living in Mannheim, NilgunYikfirim 

and Bedriye Tas, as they tiiemselves stated, who 
burned themselves to death in protest against tire 
German state on March 21 (Newroz). In the state¬ 
ment they left behind, Nifeun and Bedriye make 
mention of German weapons sales to the ruling 
DcmireVCiller [Turkish government leaders - trans.] 
clique. There has been a lot of debate recently 
concerning these weapons shipments, but the fads 
speak for themselves: Under the terms of three mate¬ 
rial aid agreements (1990-1994), 100 Leopard-ls, 
300 BFT-OOs, 30 Phantoms, 131 artillery systems, 
and 187 MTW M-113s havebeen delivered. Between 
1985-1991, the German state donated 256,000 
Kalaschnikovs, 5000 MGs, 100,000 tank shells, and 
445 million rounds of ammunition. On April 7, fte 
government enacted a temporary halt of arms ship¬ 
ments to Turkey, but this ban was lifted again on May 
4. /^d this ban id not prevent the Domier corpora¬ 
tion from shipping 212 Stinger missiles on April 15. 
To make the military dimension, by which the impe¬ 
rialist states arm their vassal allies, perfectly clear, in 
1993 , the USA gave Turkey932tanks, and Germany 

shipped an additional 85. In other words, in the space 

of one year, Turkey was given enough tanks to equal 
the number presently possessed by Great Britain. At 
present, 500,000 soldiers and 50,000 militias (so- 
called village guards) are stationed in 13 provinces 
(the state of emergency region) to carry out a war 

against 1 heKurdishliberationslruggle.Thewaragainst 

militants there and the repression here are closely 
linked: On November 26, 1993, Kanther (CDU) 
“banned” the PKK and other Kurdish organizations; 
at the end of March alone, 547 Kurds were arrested 
in Germany, while chancellor Kohl (CDU) described 
the Kurdish Autobahn blockades as “unbearable 
misuse of guest rights”, deportation orders were 
signed and carried out step by step. The raid by a 
police commando, including GSG-9 agents, in 


Saarbrucken last week is a clear sign of the course 
which is presently being followed. On March 7, after 
a trial lastir^ more than 4 years in the court bunker in 
Dusseldorf, a verdict was handed down: Both Kurds, 
All Aktas and Hasan Hayri Culler, were given Ufe 

sentences. On April 12,atrialbcganinMunichaspinst 

13 Kurds who occupied theTurkish consulate on June 

24, 1993. By means of this action, the Kurds had 
hoped to force Kohl (CDU) to pubficly declare an end 
to weapons shipments to Turkey. The Kurdish mili¬ 
tants have act^ according to Aeir conviction that 
“resistance is life - berxwedan jiyane”. 

“Turkey is the only existing model of a democratic, 
kee-market, muslimstate.' 

(Lamers, CDU, pjufUamentary foreigner affairs 
spokesman) 

Germany is also a party in the war against the 
Turkish communist resistance that has been waged 

sinoel982./MrBa<tyinl983,DcvrimciSolwasbanned, 

and militants and hcBvists tirat have sought political 
asylum in Germany have often been deport^. In 
orderto avoid being handed overto the tesdst military 

junta (that seized power ina putsch on Septerriber 12, 

1980), Cemal Al^ one of the founders of “Ankara 
Liseli Devrimei Genclik”, threw himself out of a 
window in a Berlin courthouse on August 30,1983, 
and died later from his ir^uries. 


“Deportations to Turkey are something that happen 
hundredsoftimeseachyearinGermany. It’sa normal 

part of our laws dealing with foreigners ." 

(Kanffier, CDU, in parliament) 

The BND [German intelligence agency - trans.] 
and the Turkish secret police (MTT) work in close 
cooperation, thus making the Immediate arrest of 

deported persons atTurkishairports possible. And tire 

MIT can even make “arrests” in Germany. For ex¬ 


ample, 4 Devrimei Sol militants were kidnapped in 
Germany and taken to Ankara in 1986. Torture in 
Turkish prisons has been well documented. And this 
torture continues in the courtroom: 7 Devnmci Sol 
prisorrers were beaten up in a courtroom in Istanbul 
because a May 1st banner was unfurled; another 5 
Devrimei Sol prisoners were beaten with clubs in the 
courtroom in Kayseri. The Turkish security forces, 
armed and trained by Germans, have shot and Wiled 
several Devrimd Sol militants during arrest opera¬ 
tions over the past few years. We particularly want to 
make mention of the raid on a house on March 6, 
1993, during which Bedri Yagan and G urcan Ozgur, 
who made important contributions to the further 
development of communist resistance in Turkey, 
were Wiled. 

Corporations Uke HDW, Thyssen, MTU, Krupp, 
MAN, KraussMaffei, Heckler&Ko<ii, Rohde-Schwarz, 
Domier, and others make profits from arms sales to 
Turkey. In the political arena, it is the duty of tire CDU 
to press forward the interests of these corporations. 
On May 30, the federal gwemment wrote a lettCT to 

thebusiness group BDI, insuringthemthatrestrictions 
on arms sales to countries outside of NATO would 
soon be eased. For a corporation like Daimler, who 
commented on the sale of UnirtXJ^ to the Sudan 
(where two nullion refugees are continually tlu^t- 
ened with death through famine) with the words “the 
deal went through perfectly”, the common inter^ of 
major German corporations and the CDU politidans 

are solidified through personal contacts andconsuha- 

tions. For example, von Wartenberg (BDI executive) 
and Schoser (DIHT executive) arc part of KohFs 
election team. Stihl, Nccker, and Murmann make no 

secret of the fact that they hope thatthe government’s 

present course is further pushed through during the 
next legislative period. 

The centralized command structure of the CDU 
and of economics in Germany makes it easier for 
party and corporation politics to be coordinated. The 





t 

1 Guerrilla | 


The Spirit 


power-center of the CDU is 
Kohl and his team of advi¬ 
sors, the so-called breakfast 
club (Ackermann, Bohl, 
Pfeiffer, Ludewig)- The 
power-center of the German 
economy is the 13-man executive board of tiie 
Deutsche Bank, to which more than lOQ supervisory 
boaitls of the most important corporations are Gnked. 
The majors banks are well served by the politics of the 
CDLVCSU/FDP government. With profits of more 
than 2.2 billion DM, the Bank has more than enough 
reason to feel ple 2 ised (which is why the 50 miliion DM 
debt which Mr. Schneider had to write off is just 
“peatiuls”, as he himself stated at a pressconference). 

Of course the major corporations, who are the 
backbone of Germany, don’t just support one party, 
but rather they finance tire politics of all the major 
parties, CDiyCSU/FDP/SPD, who are actual^ BtUe 
different from one another. For example, the biggest 
single contributors in 1992 (ca. 500,000 DM for esrch 
party) were: for the CDU it was the Daimler corpora¬ 
tion, for tire eSU [CDU-allied parly in Bavaria- trans.] 
it was Bavarian metal industry, for the FDP [tiberal 
party - bans.] it was tire North Rhein-Westphalia 
metal industry, and for the SPD [soda! derrxxsatic 
party-trans.] it was also Daimler. But no matter how 
hardScharping [SPD leader - bans.] tries to lure the 
wealthy to his side, the corrmnanders of the ecortomic 
sectorshare the neutral position of Kinkel [FDP leader 

- bans.]: “When the SPD just presents itself as tire 
CDU with a red veneer, why shouldn’t we just stick 
with the original?’’ 

“Assomeone who was raised in the country, Icansay 
that what you plant in the spring will be harvested in 
October." 

(Kohl, CDU, in die garden of die Germany 
embassy to the Vatican, May 3, 1994) 

Kohl bases his optimism [for the October 16 
general election - bans.], with good reason, on the 
prognosis that the German economy will have ex¬ 
panded by 1.5% in 1994. In particular, foreign de¬ 
mands have led to increrised profits. When, for ex¬ 
ample, the Bayer corporation reports “increasing 
profits, 2000jobs phas^ out”, the one enhances the 
other. Daimler stocks are now being traced on the 
Singapore market, the Dresdner Bank wants to open 
up branches in Mexico and Poland, etc. In other 
words, the international expansion of banks and 
corporations is continuing nicely. After having ex¬ 
panded into the ex-DDR (where 85% of all capital is 
in the hands of West German corporations). Eastern 
Europe (Poland, Hungary, the Czrch Republic) is the 
next region to move into. At the same time, 12 years 
of CDU mle have led to social polarization: At present 
there are 8 million people (including those in re- 
schooling programs) out of work, 2.2 milBon children 
live in poverty, and at least 2.5 million new homes are 
needed. Work place reconstruction has led to tire 
folbwing: This year alone, 100,000 machinery jobs 
will be lost, as will 30,000 in the electronics industry 
and23,000 in the steel industry, and so on. The CDU 
government is furthering these developments through 
its privatization program (another35,000railway jobs 
will be cut this year) and is expecting the nurriber of 
unemployed to grow by at least 500,000 by tire end 
of 1994. Around 60% of the population are worried 
about the present situation in Germany, particularly 
regarding uncertain employment, and a majority of 
the German population has a lot, on a global scale, to 
lose in all of this. The workers in the steel industry are. 


Bomb 
Of FDP Office 

Just one week before the “National Unity 
Fesitvar scheduledto be held In Bremen on Octo¬ 
ber 3, 1994, to celebrate four years of German 
reunification, police detonated an explosive device 
which was discovered outside an office of the Free 
Democratic Party (FDP) in Bremen. The detona¬ 
tion blew out the windows of several surrounding 
buildings. The FDP party, headed by foreign affairs 
minister arrd former interior minister Klaus Kinkel, 
is the centrist coalition partner of German chancel¬ 
lor Helmut KohTs osnservative CDU party. 

The Septeniber 26 attack in Bremen was 
claimed by tire Anti-Imperialist Resistance Cell 
“Nadia Shehadah”. In a seven-page communique 
delivered to tire liberal newspaper taz, the Nadia 


In Front 
In Bremen 

Shehadah cell, which bombed a CDU office in 
Dusseldorf in J une one week before the European 
elections, expressed solidarity with the RAF politi¬ 
cal prisoners collective as well as with the impris- 
onedanti-fascists in Berlin whose trial forthe 1992 
death of fascist leader Gerhard Kaindl opened on 
September 20. The communique also spells out an 
extensive critique of the politics of the FDP, just as 
the June communique analyzed the politics of the 
CDU. 

One day before the Bremen attack, on Sep¬ 
tember 25, a CDU office in the town of Sie^urg 
was attacked. Four offices bebnging to CDU 
politicians were destroyed Ity fire in the attack, 
which was claimed by the "Barbara Kistler" ceD. 


thanks to the situation with the corporation Eko-Stahl, 
getting first-hand experience at howbigcapitalists can 

elimiitate an entire industrial rc^on if they feel like it: 

In 1989, there were 11,000jobs, now there are only 
3000. First Krupp refused to take the firm over, now 
Riva is also refusing. Ever since tire CDU first came to 
power in Dusseldorf in 1949, nothing has changed in 
the way this party mobilizes the large sectors of the 
population in the interest of the capitalist elite. Unlike 
tire FDP, which openty characterizes itself as a party 
of the elite andtirer^ty always gets at least 5% of the 
vote [the minimum requirol for representation in 
parliament - trans.], tire CDU is supposed to be a 
“people’s party” whose voter potential reaches well 
outside Us own regular clientel (businessmen, self- 
employed persons). 

“The facts surrounding the anti-terror action in Bad 
Kkinen have been deared igs, we introduced anO- 
crime legislation in 1994, we have worked out a 
concept for Ae BKA {federal crime bureau - bans.] 
and Ae BGS [federal border protection agency - 
bans.], theasylum-problem has improved, theviolent 
PKKhas been banned, and Ae program for internal 
security has been approved. That’s how I want to 
work." 

(Kandier, CDU, in an interview at the end of 
April) 

To those peo]^ in Germany who have a lot to 
lose, andthey are the majority, the CDU presents Hself 
asapartyofintemalandextemaisecurity. Forintemal 
matters, that means hill prisons, nxire cops, more 
cops on the street, honorary cops, a lessening of the 
separation between the police and the intelligence 
agencies, etc. The new policcbill introduced in Saxony, 
“tire best and most modem one in all of Germany" 
(Kanther), caDs for 14-day internment and eased 
restrictions on telephone tapping. Private guard and 
security services are the ones that profit most of aO 
from all of tiiis security hysteria: 280,000 of these 
security people are “protecting” cars, subways, air¬ 
ports, etc. Eidemalsecuritypotitics forthe CDU (“Safe 
into the future!” European election slogan - trans.) 
means not only developing the Eurofighter 2000, but 
also purchasing U for 102 million DM (Ruche, CDU, 
wants 140 of these jets). The wall of security around 
the countries of the West European Union is a reality 
since May 5 (cutting off Poland Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, Sbvakia, Bulgaria, Rumania, and the three 
Baltic states). Previous associations with Norway, 


Iceland and Turkey are being re-evaluated. All is 
quiet for the time being, because there are not enough 
provisions for the 50,000 soldiers who will make up 
the quick-reaction force, which will intervene in ac¬ 
tions like the one in Somalia, because “until now, 
these were designed for action in Central Europe and 
they are not adequate to meet the demands of, for 
example, desert re^ons.” 

“We Germans are, at the present time, once again 
being made mto a fated socriefy." 

(Heizog, CDU, German president, in a maga¬ 
zine interview) 

Since 1979, the CDU has always been the party 
which has filled the office of federal president [a 
significant albeit ceremonial post - trans.]. Richard 
von Weizaecker (CDU) was especially esteemed by a 
majority of the German population. From 1958- 
1962 , he wre a banker in Dusseldorf and Essen before 
moving to the chemical corporation Boehringer in 
IngeDieim. Weizaecker was the number-two man in 
this corporation, which made its profits by selling 
dioxinstoDowChcmicalforitsAgentOrangeproduc- 
tion during the Vietnam War. At the same tunc (1964- 
1970), he was president of the “Gcmran Evangelical 
Church Days”. Becuase he was so apt at joining one 
thing to another, he was predestined for the post of 
German president. And this is just what he did from 
1984-1994: Forthousands of people across the gtebe, 
he praised the murderous imperialist business prac¬ 
tices of the great power Germany in his polite and 
refined Christian way of speaking. On May 25 of this 
year, Roman Herzog (CDU) was sworn in as his 
successor in the Reichstag during a 2.5 million DM 

ceremony. Herzog’s career is closely tied to that of the 
Nazi Maunz, with whom he studied and with who he 

issued the “Maunz-Durig-Hctzog” commentary on 
the German constitution. Maunz makes no secret of 
tire fact that he often gave judicial advice to the leader 
of tire fascist DVU party Frey. So it’s no surprise that 
Frey’s newspaper “Nationalzeitung” wrote in 1982 
tirat it’s impossible to in^gine “a more honorable 
person than Dr. Herzog to serve at the head of 
Germany’s highest court”. In 1987, Heizog became 
head of Germany’s constitutional court, and even 
before his election as president, he stated in an 
interview with the magazine Focus that he supports a 
form of politics which would have pleased his de¬ 
ceased friend Maunz: Focus: “The preamble of the 
German constitutionspeaks about theGerman people 
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(“das Deutsche Volk")...* 
Heizog: “The Webnar con¬ 
stitution phrased it even bet¬ 
ter: The German people, 
united in its roots... Those 

_ people that don’t wish to 

become German should be allowed an adequate 

amount of time to make up their mlnd^ lntiw end, if 

fljey decide against taking up German citizenship, 

then we should saytothenuWeexpectyoutogoback 
to that country which you consider to be your home.” 

This Herzog-variation of “Foreigners out!” 
(“Auslanderraus!”) is to be seen againstthebackdrop 
of the development of CDU politics over the past 5 

years: In 1989, the social polarization as a result of 7 

years ofCDU politics was extreme; while theso-caOed 

levokitiotuuy left was more concerned with itself than 
it was with the devefopment of a fundanrerrtal sys- 
temicanti-captialistaltcmative, fascistgioupsshouted 
their racist “solution" to the problems of 
unemployement and a lack of housing: “Auslander 
rausr This fascist mobilization was successful: The 
Rcpublikaner won 7.5% of the vote in Berlin in 
January 1989 and 7.1% during tire European elec¬ 
tions in June 1989. During their party conference in 
Bremen in September 1989, the CDU drew the 
necessary conclusions: Irrstead of tire solutioii offer^ 
by Lummer (CDU), who proposed a coalition with 
the Rcpublikaner, a decision was made to make 
Republikancr voters feel at home in tire CDU by 
forcing through anti-foreigner politics. Gcissler was 

replaced as the party’sgencralsccretarybyRuhe, and 

Ruhe gpt all the local CDU organizations to take up 
arrti-immigremt poBdes step by step, flius clearitrg a 
path for the changing of Article 16 [the guaranty 
right to asylum - trans.] in the German constitution. 
After NoveiT»ber9, 1989 , flic CDU made an offensive 
to present itself as a truty national party, flius leading 
to election success in the ecstatic year 1990. In 1992, 
camps were set up all across Germany where refu- 
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residency. ROhe’s campaign was tremendously suc¬ 
cessful: He achieved a sort of division of labor be¬ 
tween flieiadslsonthestreels{Hoyerswcida, Rostock, 

etc.) and CDU party politics. By means of a sclf- 
fuffllling prophecy, “so fliat things don’t get even 
worse”, the CDU was able to abolish the right to 
asylum in Germany. If s no surprise that the vote to 


change the constitution and the fascist fireboiribing in 

SoHngen took place during the same week in May 
1993. 

“The present kvek ofimmJgratkm exceed that which 
a popubhon can successful^ integrate." 

(Oldeiog, CDU, during flie parliamentary de¬ 
bate regarding the racist pogrom In Magdeburg 

on May 12, 1994) 

Since Novcirhcr 1,1993, the CDU has pushed 
through another extremely racist piece of legislation, 
namely the “Refugee Service Law". Now, refugees 
receive only 80% the level of subsistence welfare 
payments given out to Germans, and even this is paid 
out in the form of humiliating food packets or vouch¬ 
ers. The levels of deportation have greatly increased 
since Germany’s constitution was changed. The Ber¬ 
lin interior minister Hedrelmann (CDU) reported a 
six-fold increase in January 1994. On May 1, the first 
step was taken towards Germany’s biggest-ever de¬ 
portation action: 100,000Croatian refugees are to be 
sent back home, a move which the Croatian govern¬ 
ment has used to justify its deportation of 200,000 
Muslim refugees back to Bosnia. 

“We Germans need to once again feelourseives to be 
one nation. ” 

(Schauble, CDU) ■ 

Schauble, the present leader of the CDU/CSU 
parliamentary fraction, is practicalfy the number-two 
man in flie party, and he is already preparing himself 
for the post-Kohl era. At flie BerHn party conference 
in 1993, he gave a hint at its direction with his notions 
of a “protected and fated German society” and “our 
German fatherland": The CDU as the party of Ger¬ 
man imperialism for the 1990s. The party delegates 
welcomed this ideolo^l direction, and they re¬ 
warded him with standing ovations. With this direc¬ 
tion, Schauble is notonfy reachingoutto RepiibUkaner 

voters, but he is also securing an ideological course 
which wiD hold together flie party’s own 700,000 
meiribeis after Kohl is gone. Schauble acepeted his 
position as key negotiator, fust with the last DDR 
government (the reunification agreement) and then 
with the SPD (chan^ng the asylum clause in the 
constitution). But he is not onfy a pragmatic power- 


Corsiean Guerrilla Offers To Limit Its 
Attaeks 


The Corsican guerrilla movement FLNC (Front 
de Liberation Nationale de la Corse) announced a 
Bmited ceasefire in November 1994. A group calUng 
itself the FLNC Canal Historiquesent a communique 
to France’s interior itunister, Charles Pasqua, stating 
that the group planned to “completely cease aO 
military actions on French territory” and that there 
would be no more attacks on “functionaries and 

citizens ofFrance”.Actions against “real estatespecu- 

lators and the drug trade” would continue, however. 
A few days after the statement was released, a group 
of masked guerrillas stormed a vacation settlement in 
Lumio near Cah/i on the north of the island and blew 
up several expensive vacation homes, a favourite 

action of the FLNC. , r-,xir- 

In return for limited guerrilla attacks, the FLNC 
Canal Historique has demanded that the French 
government display a genuine “interest in institu¬ 
tional reform" andthataUFLNC political prisoners be 
released. Although Pasqua has hinted thatthc French 


Starfliahn-West 



-nOirSuncEvMay 1, 1994, approximately 
200autonomists carried out an impressive action 
at Starfljahn-West, Runway 18 at Frankfurt’s 
Rhein/Main airport 

Two gates of the perimeter fence were 
forced open and barricades were erected on the 
roadways inside the perimeter to prevent police 
vehicab from approaching. On the runway itself, 
control panels for the lighting system were set on 
fire and observation huts were tom down. No 
police arrived on the scene for at least 45 minutes, 
thus allowing ample time for other cables and 
equipment to be destroyed. Flight traffic was 
interrupted for half an hour. When airport secu¬ 
rity and Frankfurt police forces finally came to 
intervene, masked activists attacked them with 
stones and steel ball-bearings fired from sling¬ 
shots. The five damaged police vans then re¬ 
treated, thus altowing all of the activists to escape 
into the surrounding woods. 

Starfljahn-West, which officially opened in 
1984, was the focal-point of a broad-based resis- 
tance campaign by environmental, anti-NATO, 
and left-wing autonomist groups throughout the 
Rhein/Main area in the 1980s. Several violent 
demonstrations and blockades were held at the 
site, although the anti-Staibahn movement largefy 
died out after the massive wave of repression 

which foltowedtheshooting-deathsof two police¬ 
men during a militant demonstration on Novem¬ 
ber 2,1987. 


were “thinking abouf Corsica’s institutional status, 
he has rqected the demand to free the prisoners. 

The Corsican independence movement reached 
a peak in popular support in 1992, when separatists 
won 25% of the vote during regnal elections. But 

when French mainstream parties began taking up the 

theme of Corsican “identity”, the guerrilla movement 
splintered. A group called flie Canal HabHuel began 
to argue for more autononry for the island, whereas 
the Canal Historique held onto a firm independence 
line and has continued tis armed strug^. 

Desp^e the November 1994 communique, at¬ 
tacks agerinst capitalist pnoperty on Corsica have 
continued. On February 1,1995, an FLNC guerrilla 
unit pxilled up on the beach at a vactation settleiwnt 
on Cavalk) Island, also known as “BilUonaires’ Is¬ 
land”. The guerrillas depiosited four 77-px)und explo¬ 
sive devices which wrecked at least two wealthy 
homes and one bar. No one was inj ured in the attack. 


pxilitician, but rather he is also one of the few CDU 
leaders who can effectively articulate the party’s ide- 
ology. 

That is made clear in his 256-page book “Und 
der Zukunft zugewandt”, which is a mixture of bland 
capitalist political demands (for example, more daily 
hours of machine piroduction) and reactionary-fascist 
proposals (he writes that Are German (!) family Is the 
foundation of the German state, and he hopes to 
reverse the declining birth-rate of the Germari (!) 
papulation, something which he describes as an ac¬ 
tive form of constitutional pwotection” for the German 

state). 

Attack flie CDU is fliose areas where the party 
has its decentralized bases of operation, flic 
regional and local offices! 

“Many different forms of armed actions and militancy 
will simply take place in various political and social 
conhontations. ft doesn't matter what the RAF or the 
prisoners say." 

(Helmut Pohl, RAF-prisoner, August 1993) 

Stop flie state witness trial aga inst Heidi Schulz 
which began on May 25! 

Greetings and soldiarity to Fatma, Mchmet, 
and Abidin! 

We have nothing to lose. 

Struggle together! 

Anti-Imperialist 
Resistance Cell 
“Nadia Shehadah” 

a ^ 
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Rote Zora Communique 


Against Immigration Profiteers! 


Neo-nazl mardies, attacks, and mutders are 
once again dally events here in Germany, as is the 
public political rimal at disgust and pity ■which 
follow. The backgrouncb of events like Sollngen 
deaily diow that racist mobilizations are not merely 
tolerated by the state and die cops, not only are hey 
called for and desired, but rather even tfieir culmina¬ 
tion - murder - is no acxident In Solingen, a neonazi 
gang of murderers was built up, activated, and 
dilelded from persecuticm with the aid of a state 
agent Five Turkish wcxnen an d girls diet! as a result 
'>• Racist mobilizations are<fr^toite5^ justifica¬ 


tions for new foreigner and immlgratlcHi pcJldes 
Against he background of attacks on refugees, a 
mocxl is created -which makes possible any sort cjf 
inhumane treatment ol refugees. 

By mearts of hungerstrikes, demonstrations, 
■visits to state agencies, and refusing to accept fcxxl 
packets, ex- by throwing them out the -window, 
wcxnen and men refugees have protested against 
their being shutout cf die welfare system and instead 

supplied-wilhfcxxl packets. lAsylum seekers used to 
be paid monthy cash allowances, -with -which diey 
could shop and buy fcxxl for diemselvcs, but ncjw 
they are tally given fcxxl packets instead of mcaiey. 

- trans.] While back In their home countries, heir 
means of living were stolen from hem, here they 
must fight against ftirher destrucdcBi throu^ racist 
special treatment They are struggling against he 

new special legidadtai-which texk effect cai Novem¬ 
ber!, 1993,-whlchlabelledhemaspec^leof lower 
quality” and -wUch denies hem a tight to a humane 
existence. Ftx-he first time ever in German post-war 
histexy, an entire group of people (wcxnen, chUdren, 
and men lefugees -wihout German passptxts) have 
been singled-out and extiuded from he so-called 
existence-level minimum welfare inccxne standard 
On German soil, he refugees are placed in 
camps sunoimded by -walls, fences, and security 
guards, -where hey must lived in crampe^paces 
^ under miserable conditions. Ha-ving flec fflCT^ coun- 
tries in eastern Europe, Africa, and Asia, a-way from 
nationalist and racist wars and power struggles, from 
destruction and a lack cf a future as a result cjf he 
collapse of heir social structures, here hey are 
branded as eccxicxnic refugees and excess popula- 
ticxi and ate regulated by special legislaticjn. The 
state immigratlcxi policies in he refugees' countries 
c/origin are managed and designed by he wealhy 
metropeditan regimes andbanks soas topushhrough 
heir patriarchal “New Wtxid Order". The pec^le in 
he Impoverished countries cf his worid have for 
years been defined as “excess population" by he 
ruling powers (“glcsbal populaticxi crisis”, “popula- 
tlcm explosicat", etc). 

Those people hat actually succeed in making 
it here are corrfronted -wih he same politics and 
Ideology. 

The special legislation is designed to scare 
refugees out of even trying to ccxne here and to make 
hcjse hat do come have as unbearable a suy as 
possible. Also, depcxtatlons are to be made as fric- 
ticjnless as possible so hat hey can be “carried out". 
After refugees fleeing from he war in Bosnia were 
only allowed into Germany when private indi-vidu- 
als were willing to finance heir stay, he so-called 
Refugee Service Law for newly-arriving refugees set 


he standard for welfare assistance. This law estab¬ 
lished a humilating system cf “services” (vouchers, 
seccxid-hand dohes, frxeed deanings...). This ab¬ 
sence cf caish payment is especially difficult in a 
wcxld where all life activities and he fulfillment cf 
needs are coupled wih money. It makes it impcjs- 
sible fex he refugees to take care cf hemselves, to 
live in a marmer hey are acxustcxned to, to make 

cxxitaas and discuss heir scxlal life wih cme anoher, 

andherefexe it hands hem overtohe radst arbitrari¬ 
ness cf bureaucrats. It prevents he exchange cf 
experiences and advice -wkh exhers, and lawyers no 
Icxiger receive payment, herefote -virtually abolish¬ 
ing any judicial outlets -which he refugees may have 
had 

Medical care has also been drastically reduced 
Ortly acute, life-threatening, and ccmtaglous sick¬ 
nesses are treated, but not chronic illnesses cx he 



long-term effects cf malnutriticxi, textue, war injuries, 
cx (sexual) vief ence. ^o and what are to be treated 
isup tohe arbitrary desires of he bureaucrats. Alack 
cf cadi payment is coupled wih ctxnpulscxy labex at 
2 DM per hour, and refusal to do this wexk can result 
in he loss cf he ridiculous mcxihly allowance 
payment(40 DMper child andSO DMper adulO - and 
aU cf his is coupled wih he never-ending prospect 
cf depcxtadcxi. 

Anycxie -vtho manages to stay fex mexe han 
hree memhs is no longer prevented from seeking 
work. However, only he worst and lowest paying 
jobs, ernes -which western Europeans won’t take, are 
avaflaWe to refugees. 

Because cf he hopelessness cf his right to stay 
provided fix in he new (unjusO asjdum law, many 
mexe refugees, induding entire families, are going 
into Illegality. That means an even mexe insecure 
existence, hunger, and he need fix housing. To 
able to live here, many wcxnen have no oher choicie 
but to hand hemselves over to illegal sex tradets. 

One success which he refugee wcxnen and 
men have achieved is hat, for example, Ckfogne is 
now cxice again handing out he reduc^ed welfare 
payments, and Freiburg is as well, at least to hose 
refugees hat have been in Germany fex at least a 
year. 

Scxne cities and to-wns are -willing to make 
compromises, partly because providing oher ser¬ 
vices means dealing wih loads cf red tape and 
bureaucratic cxganizaticai. Fex his reascxi, Hamburg, 
Kassel, and many exher chies refused to adopt he 
service proposal. Because he irhumane treatment 


cf refugees is a matter cf political interest, a new 
propcrsal has since been introduced by Birzele (inte- 
ricx minister cf he province Baden-Wurtenbutg - 
nans.) -which would extend he service legislation 
principle to ALL refugees, regardless cf how long 
hey have been in Germany. This must be pre- 
ventedll! 

Fex resourceful businesses, he del Ivery cf food 

packets can mean a new market and high profits. The 

market value cf hese packets is well below what he 
city cffidals pay fex herru Costs fex packaging, 
transpcxtatlon, etc. are passed on to he refugees. 
Therefore, he refugees actually cxily receive abcjut 
50% cf he social welfare hey are entitled to. 

Prefits can also be increased by sacrificing he 
cprallty cf he food providecl Old and spoiled food, 
which can Icxiger be scf d in stores, gets put Into he 
refugees' packets. When he refugees refuse to eat 
his garbage, he good Germans call hem ungrateful. 

In he business cf providing fcxxl products to 
wcxnen, children, and men refugees, he entrepre¬ 
neur Herbert Wei^ fromBavaria ishe main profiteer 
who cashes in big from he state’s refugee policies: 

Weigl’s business in Numberg secured a mcxropcf y cm 
providing meals and acccxncxlations fex refugees in 

Bavaria and fix refugees in many eXher provinces as 

well. In (xder to maximize his prcflis, Welgl pro¬ 
duces (heap fruit and vegetables in he ex-DDR 
througba sub-ccxpcxaticm known as MEICX). MEIGO 
(situatednear Gera and in-Berlin) primarily provides 
fex refugees in Saroxiy, Thuringen, Brandenburg, 
and Berlin, but also in West Germanan provinces as 

well, such as in NcxhRhein-Wesiphalia. At present, 
Wey/MEIGO are earning profitsfromapproximately 

20,000 refugees, -vho (acccxding to a Mcmitex report 
published in March 1994) receive ctxnpulscxy ser¬ 
vices. Weigl’s meat business in Hircheid in Bavaria 
delivers meat hat has sometimes turned green to 
refugees, -while anoher sub-exxporation, OGEVA in 
Leipzig, provides he carmed fcxxls fex he focxl 
packets, and he firm CANTOP in Elsenhuttenstadt 
provides he metal packaging. 

Fcxxl packets are hrrmillating and demcxalizing 
fix refugee wcxnen, children, and men. And heir 
degrading housing ccmditicxis in hostels and camps 
(segregated fromhe rest of he population by means 
cf fences and guards, entering and exiting ccmtrols, 
visits cmly from camp perscxmel...) leaves hem wih 
no oher choice but to eat what hey are given. Their 
lasthope fcxself-care andself-respcmsibility ishereby 
destroyed 

The practice of fcxxl dlstributicm in refugee 
hostels and camps is a form of ctxnpulscxy service, 
like hose here in psychiatric insamtions andprlscms. 
Alienation and targeted humillaticm are designed to 
prevent self-responsible and self-consciousness ac- 
tiem, to reduce scxhil experiences to a minimum so 
as to break resistance and to command obedience. 

The German speciality esf “perfecT management is 
fexever trying to “ttansfcxm” people into dependent 
and bureauaaUcally controllable masses, on -whom 
human degradatitxis can be easily performed And 
yet refugee wome n an d men have made hings 
difficult for he (^-write^ bastards and he greedy^ 
businessmen! 

Fcxxl preparaticMi and eating take place in a 
sexial context That which we eat, -who prepares it 
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and how they prepare It, 

vdiere andhow we eat tt, all 
ofifaeselfaingsareoannected 
to our habits, traditions, so¬ 
cial structures, etc, with die 

division of labor by gender 


on die one hand, and sodal and tedmological de- 
struedon, alienation, and disposession go the odier. 

In most sodeUes in the worid, patriarchy en- 
sureslhatwomentake careofthe reproduction of the 
Cmen in the) family, or frequendy they take care of 
children without a man, in other words, they do the 
work and are responsible for it. 

The special legislation is not gender neutral. 

The introduedon of the so-called Rehigee Service 
Law is especially directed against refugee women. 

Less-valued compulsory services consciously 
make caring for the family more difficult, it is a 
burden for the women, and it makes female repro- 
duedve work in the forced camp condidons a famil¬ 
iar addidonal labor and a depressing task for women 

with children. 

Pre-cooked foods and food packets are also a 
form of cailtural submission and is part cf the 
disposession and destruedon of iradidonal female 
life and reproduedon aedvides, and diereby also of 
the self-knowledge and self-consciousness of 
women. It prevents a form cjf host friendship which 
Is usually taken for granted, and it no IcMger makes 
possible the communication and social interacdcai 
which takes place at a common meal. 

The special legislaticMi supports die mainte¬ 
nance and renewal of patriarchal violence relations. 
Because erf condidons in die camps, women become 
even more dependent, bodi cm their men as weU as 
on the racist institutions (die immlgtaticm bureau¬ 
cracy) and their representatives. Male aggression is 

diieaed against women whocannolonger cany out 

their roles of being responsible for food and for the 
family. Housing cemditiems, the lack of any place of 

escapeforwomen,thelossoffemaleftiendshipsand 

relaticmshlps—these make the situatiem for women 
just about unbeatable. 

Sexual attacks, intimidation, direats, and rapes 
by staff and other hostel inhabitants are part cf 
everyday life. And problems with language and 
services further increase the women’s isolation; it's 
not even possible to go shopping for food, thus 

making it difficult to invite people over or to hold a 

party. It’s easier for the men to find odier means cf 
earning mcmey, because they contend that public 
life is dieir sphere and dius they can move about 
freely, widiout any responsibilities in the reproduc¬ 
tive sphere. Only die very worst paying jobs like 
cleaning, pnastitution, and begging are available to 
the wcxnea 

The resistance and struggle cf women refugees 
is primarily ccmcemed with die cjuesticm cf social 
reptoductiem, the renewal cf social relationships, 

alsoamongdiewomentiiemselves,whichgetlaigely 

destroyed due to the conditions cf flight and camp 
life, a struggle which is beyond die criteria cf useful¬ 
ness and sexual avaUabttity, violent beatings and 
subordination, a struggle for life and a humane 
existence. 


State refugee pdides, which were udiered in 
by the never-ending wave of pogroms against imtnl- 

gtantsand attacks onhomeless people, handicapped 

people, etc., are another step along die path cf 

Germanpost-warhlstoryintodierealmof previously 

unknown scxkd polarization. 

It’s power is derived from racist, sexist, and 

social attacks, the renewed capitalist patriarchymakes 

the usefulness of people die standard cf measure- 

mentfor their right to exist and declares those people 

that are ncx useful, even those in the metiopcf es, to 
be excess populaticm whose right to exist is then 
openly questioned Then it becomes justified for 
these pec^le to receive “special treatment". 

The special legidaticm enacted against refu¬ 
gees is part cf a continuity cf a general form cf politics 
vdiich singles out the elderly, handicapped people, 
die sick, and die poor. 

For one thing, this forces adaption and subordi¬ 
nation to sharpened ccmditionsefexploilatton: rising 

unemployment and pov«ty, diereby allowing die 
eiqiansicm and legalization cf the so-called secemd 
labor market Crotten pay widiout any sexial security 
or protection fiom Uy-effs). These conditions espe¬ 
cially effect immi^ants as well as women widi 
German cWzenshh). At the same time, die illegal 
(“dtird") labor market is expanded, which is the only 
realm of employment available for illegal immi- 


pre-natal controls for wcxnen with die demand diat 
diey Wng healthy, productive children into the 
world, and so that they dieraselves stay ‘healthy”, 
that is, productive; 

- The new laws concerning forced sterilization; 

- The murder and neglecx cf elderly people and 

pec^le in need cf care; ’’ 

-The discussion around the “righttolife fcxnewbcxn 

handicapped babies; 

- The establishment cf so-called edilcs institutes 
which legitimize these measures... 



grantsllvingnerevqapaiiuuisi'‘'-«““^““““ -- 

trading from eastranEurc^ie, cleaning jobsandblack- 

raarket commerce, etc-X 

■While die patriarchal structures renew diem- 

selvesandsecure anevenbetterfoundation, wcxnen 

are becoming Increasin^y confixnited ■with sexual 
violence and exploitation. The high level cf unem¬ 
ployment among women, particulariy in the ex- 
DDR, forces wcxnen into harmful exploitative rela- 
ticxis with sexual harassment in die wcxkplaco and a 
strong eccxitxnlc dependence cxi men. And men are 
increasingly beccxning cxganized to counteract at¬ 
tacks against sexual violence carried out by die 
women/lesbian movement t for example, “abuse cf 
abuse”, etc 

Thedireattodie existence Oience dieir status as 
“excess population") <f illeg^s, •war refugees, and 
newly-arriving asylum seekers fcan be direedy con¬ 
verted into an expansion cf the secxxid and third 
labormarkets, which can be greadyeiqiloited, scxne- 
thing which the ruling powers welcome. They func¬ 
tion as “dregs” for attacks on die ■wage system in 
general, dius aUowing the ruling powers to once 
stabilize the German economy’s powerful 
position - and many peepie welcome this, even so- 
called “multl-culturalists"! 

New laws and regulations in the sextial sectex 
have practicaUy abdished the cf d welfare and 
healthcare system, dius effecting the severely ill, 
handicapped persons, die elderly, drug addicts, and 
the hcxneless. 

If you don’t work, dien you can’t eat, in other 
wcxds, those that can, pay, ffiose that can’t either 
shouldn’t live or diey should at least die faster. 

Eudianasla, so-called 
death assistance, and 
eugenic measures ac¬ 
cording to criteria 
which attach use values 
tolife arenownolcxiger 
up for discaission, but 
radiertheyare being prac¬ 
ticed and are in demand. 


These are all pieces in the puzzle cf population 
politics, which sort people out according tocriteria cf 
“valuable and unvaluaWe life”. Once again a mode 
of conduct(Si>becomlng; socially acceptable anej^ 
made into concrete reality, the same one which lead 
Germany to Auschwitz. 

Along with die increase in exploitation and 
poverty, racist, anti-semltic, and sexist violence and 
expoltaticxt are cxi the rise as well. In cxder to re¬ 
establish the patriarchal capitalist power relations, 
the majexity cf die whfte, non-Jewish, German popu¬ 
lation must be able to take part in social power- 
sharing (by securing their privileges and aUowing 
them to carry exit sexist and racist vief ence) - they 
know ■rdiat diey, as ■whites, as Germans, as men, 
have to protect 

Bexh the ruling powers as well as the rank-and- 
file claim diat refugee wcxnen and men are die ones 
responsible for unemployment the lack cf housing, 

and welfare fiaud This serves tostrengdien the right- 

wing naticxialist dimate and it secures die re-estab- 
llshment and rc-ftxmaticai of die social cxinsensus. 

By means of a variety of actions - campaigns 
against internment camps, special legislaticai, and 
cxxnpulscxy services, acticxis against depcxtaticxis 
and deportation prisons, beginning to organize places 
tofleeaswell as church asylum, andsoon-amlncxity 
of die population cf this society are trying to break 
this sexist racist and anti-semltic consensus. 

Our cemtribution to tills: On die night cf June 
12/13, we expressed our fiery rage against several 

trucks belonging to die Weigl/MEIGO corporation in 

Numberg and Meilltz/Gera. 

MEIGO, ■Weigl, and all odier prcflteers: Stop 
making money eff die plight cf refugeeslll 

■We support die demands cf wcxnen and men 
refugees: 


“We ■want a humane existence!" 

“The abef itton cf focxl packets and mass-servicing - 
full payment cf all welfare benefits!” 

“Cash payments, nef services!” 

“Against die lack cf medical care - for ecjual medical 
treatment for all!” 

“Against seexmd-hand dodies - full welfare pay¬ 
ments!” 

“Against fcxced labex - stop fcxbidding us frexn seek¬ 
ing ncxmal jobs!" 

“Abolish die racist Refugee Service Law!” 

“Abolish all deportaticxi priscxis!” 

“Against the racist depextation measures - a right to 
stay fex all!” 

For the right to exist for all marginalized 
people, away fcom patriarchal capitalist per¬ 
formance and -value standards! 

A rl^t to stay for all women, children, and 
men refugees! 

Rote Zora - June 12, 1994 
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Revolutionary Organization November 17th 

Commando Theofilos Georgiadis 


Statement Concerning The Attack On The Turkish Diplomat O.H. Sivahioglu 


Atfaens - July 4,1994 

Even those people who only spocadicsdly fol¬ 
low the events taking place in the former Yugoslavia, 
as teported in he Western media, must surely have 
noticed that a new technical term, designed fcx 
characterizing majcx- olmes, has ccme into being, 
caie which far surpasses all previous ones. A term, 
deccxated wih all he necessary hair-splitting differ¬ 
entials, be hey factual, cjr alleged, or one-sided; he 
very mentlcm of his term creates a storm of protest in 
he Western media against hose to be held respon¬ 
sible. What we are talking about is naticmal purifica¬ 
tion or ethnic cleansing; the use cf armed force by 
one nation against anoher - who just happened to be 
a minority poptilation living in he same geographic 
Icxadcn - wih he aim of driving hat pectpie out of 
he shared hcxneland, eiher through physical exter- 
minatian oc through he forced necessity of having to 
vacate he area. 

And so we have observed he Western media, 

which is sofundamentally determined to be watchful 
of intemadonal lawas well as he rights of minorities; 
and we have also seen Western public c^inion, 
which watches Western media wrih religious devo¬ 
tion, cry out in righteous anger far NATO farces to 
make a *1iumanitatian* interventlcai, ex far air strikes 
to be called in against *Serbian criminals'', who are 
he cnesrespcxisible forhe ‘ehniedeansing* against 
he Moslems in Bessnia. 

But hey ignexe he fact hat what hey are 
accusing he Serbs cjf are exactly he same things 
which Croatians and McKerns did against Seibs in 
Bosnia. We watched as a strict eccxicxnic embargo 
was enacted against Serbia as punihment for he 
“ethnic deansing" In Bosnia. We saw ultimatums, 

hreats of attack, and air strikes be called off at Just he 
last minute. 

And while all this was taking place in Bosnia, 
he same thing has been going cm far 20 years in 
anoher place, not so far away, this same crime of 
“ehnlc deansing", alhough his hasn't bohered 
anyone in he West up imtil now. Everyhlng which 
is being carried out cm Cyprus by Turkish imperial¬ 
ism against he Greek Cypriots certainly fits wih he 
definlticm of “ethnic deansing". 

Cyprus 

In 1974, military intervendem. Ihe occupatiem 
<rf 1/3 cf he territexy cf Cyprus and he physical 
ri.-M mcrinn of 2,000 Cypriots. 200,000 Greek Cypri- 
<Xs were driven by he Turkih. minority, who make 
up jttst 18% of he island's populadcm, to settle on he 
no^em part cjf he island. The setdement cjf 30,000 

cedemists from Turkey cm Cyprus in cxder to change 
he balance of he populadcm. The stadcmlng of 
stremg Turkish military fcxces in he occupied por- 
dems cf Cyprus, hus making Greek Cypriots eiher 
hostages <x <m-call refugees. 

The West, unlike in Bosnia, tock no measures 
to counter-act this obvious crime erf “ethnic deans¬ 
ing" which Turkish imperialism was ccxnraitdng 
against he Greek Cypriexs. Neiher an eccmomic 
embargo against Turkey, ncx an ultimatum demand¬ 
ing he wthdrawal of Turkish military fcxces from 
C^yprus, let alcme a military attack. How can some- 


hinglike hat be he case, when every Greek knows 
that this crime wras carried out whh he mexal, 
eccmcxnic, and military suppext of he USA and he 
exher Western European powers, in so far as hey 
cemtributed to Turkey's military build-up and let 
Turkey act as this regicm'sptrficxman. Parallel to this, 
hey are contributing to anexher crime erf “ethnic 
deansing" by Turkish milttarism in Turkey Itself 
texlay, ttamely in Turkish-cxxnipled Kurdistan. 

The Turkih armed fcxces are waging an c^en 
war against he partisans <rf he Nadcxial Liberadcm 
Front of Kurdistan, which is struggling fix he saoed 
right erf self-determinadcm - a right which Is guaran¬ 
teed in he Sevres Accord erf 1920, but which he 
Arraeriians, who did ncx resist, Icjst - and mexe and 
mexe often he Turkih armed fcxces are employing 
a “scorched eath" strategy. Hundreds erf Kurdish 
villages have been systematically burned and de¬ 
stroyed, and heir exoupants eiher physically exter- 
minatedcxvioleniiyftxoedtofiee intoItaqlKutdlstan; 
and all of this, as in Cyprus, has as its hm he 
alterathm of the .populadcm b^ance in Turkish- 
occupied Kurdistan. This “ethnic deansing", which 
has drastically Increased in intensity rechttly and 
which is now bcxdering cm genocide, derns ncX 
interest people in he West, alhough now a few 
scattered verfees are starting to ask c]uesdcms about 
he suppression of “human rights" in Turkey. 

And now, he scandal erf he West's sllenc:e has 
taken cm a tragic-ocxnedic character, as the West is 
now calling forhe Turkihmllilaryfcxcestohelp aid 
Bosnia - peace keeping trcxjps in blue UN helmets. 

In exher wcxds, he same military fcxces hat are 
carrying exit “ehnic deansing" cm Cyprus and in 
Kurdistan. This cme example by, itself dearly illus¬ 
trates he extent of he coUapse, he ruin, he spoil, 
andhe political bankruptcy of he present-day praxis 
of he majcx Western powers and heir “New Wcxld 
Order". 

It's ncx enough that he guilty ernes not wlh- 
draw heir army of cxcupaticm, but raher new de¬ 
mands are being placed on that country wrih he full 
suppext of our friends, he USA 

The Aegean - Threats - Injuries 

The Aegean: air-space violations and threats 
against he Iriands erf Dodechane and Thrace. 

In respemse to this situatiem, he only pcrfitical 
reply can be an actual Independent Greek govern¬ 
ment, no negotiaticxis wih Turkey befexe hey wrih- 
draw heir exxupatiem fcxces, and he simultaneous 
preparation erf he defence of Cyprus. 

Butlnccmtrasttohis,he sell-out governments 
of New Demcxiacy [conservatives - trans.] yesterday 
and PASOK [social democrats - trans.l today are 
preparing a new Davc», tcigeher wih he malfla of 
he mass-media. That scoundrel Papandreou is ready 
to herfd talks wtih Turkey regarding any and all 
questions. A dialogue in which he criminals have a 
better positiext, from which hey can threaten to 
occupy all trf Cyprus, and hus hey fexce he victims 
to sign an agreement in he name trf “realism". 

And as far as he cxxnmcm defence dogma 
between Greece and Cyprus is ctmeemed, this was 
just a false alarm designed to ease he minds erf 
dueless PASOK members. 


Public Opinion 

At this time, we will present a shtxt summary trf 
he results trf a survey erf Cypriot public opiniem, 
which was carried out by he CypritX Center for 
Strategic Studies over he course trf 10 years. This 
research deariy shows he gap between he wrishes 
and he ctmscience erf Greek Cypritxs and hose of 
heir scrid-out pcrfltidans, btxh in Greece and cm 
Cyprus itself. 

When asked abcxrthe remark thathe presence 
of Turkish military fcxces cm Cyprus was a fact as 
opposed to “ncx at all" cx “ncx entirely", 67% an¬ 
swered yes in 1992, as opposed to 70% in 1982. 

When asked if hey felt here was a danger that 
he entire Island might cme day be cxxupled, 58% 
answered yes in 1992, cxxnpared to 48% in 1982111 

When asked about heir level trf satisfaction 
wrih he suppext given by Greece, 29% replied that 
hey were litde cxncxat all satisfied in 1982, hatlevel 
rose to 49% after he Davos cxmference in 1988, and 
in 1992,46% were dissatisfied 

When asked how a strong defence program 
would influence our negcxiatlng posldcm wih Tur¬ 
key, 67% replied it wcmld have a significant or 
sufficient influence in 1992, ctxnpared to 63% in 
1982. 

When asked if he state should take mexe 
measures to secure cxir defence, 85% answered yes 
in 1992, ctxnpared to 90% in 1S>82. 

And finally, when asked wheher he state 
should make mexe financial sacrifices to insure our 
defence, 76% artswered yes in 1992, ctxnpared to 
89% in 1982. 

We decided to execute O.H. Sivahicjglu, cme of 
he most significant cadre in Turkey's diplcxnatic 
exxps. As such, and as a member of Turkey's pcrfitico- 
milltary machine, whose Imperialist politics he rep¬ 
resented at he pcrfitical as well as he diplcxnatic 
level, he was partially responsible fcx he crime of 
“ethnic tieanslng" against he Greek CypritX commu¬ 
nity, as well as against die Kurdish people. We will 
attack exher representatives trf tills ptrfitico-military 
machine, and we will cemtinue to do so until ccmtxete 
measures ate taken by hem, at he very least until 
hey tiease heir criminal practice of “etimic cleans¬ 
ing" on Cyprus by wrlhdrawing heir txcupatitm 
fcxces. 

We send wrarm and revtrfutitmary greetings to 
he partisans erf he Natitmal Liberation Frcmt trf 
Kurdistan, and we would also like to stress that our 
actions ate ncx directed against he Turkish people, 
who ate our btohets, but raher hey ate serfely 
directed against he fascist praxis erf he Turkish 
pcrfitlco-milltary machine. 

Bevolurioiiary Oigasilzation November 17 
Commando Theofilos Georgiadis 

P.S. The CypritX fighter Theofilos Getxgiadis was 
murdered cm March 20,1994 on he island trf Cyprus 
by members of he Turkish secret pcrfice service MIT. 
He was murdered because he, as a true patricx and 
intematicxialist, gave considerable pcrfitical and ma¬ 
terial assistance to he struggle trf he Kurdish people 
against fascist Turkish imperialism. 
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ANTI-FASCISM IN TORONTO 


The past year has seen a lot of action on tiic part 

of Toronto’s Anti-Racist Action (AR/^t boA in the 
courts and on the streets. Two separate court battles 

were wagedbyARA throughout thecourscoftheyear 

- and in both cases ARA emerged victorious. On tfic 
streets, ARA carried out several demonstrations and 
campaigns aimed at nazi-owned stores, nazi meet¬ 
ings, as well as against nazi electoral candidates. ARA 

alsotookpart in anti-Zundel work in conjunction with 

flte Cabbagetown Campaign Against Nazis In Our 
Nei^bourhood (C-CANON). In an important devel¬ 
opment with far-reaching consequences, 1994saw a 
leading Heritage Front mettiber exposed as a Cana- 
dianSecurity Intelligence Service (CSB) operative, in 
what came to be known as “the Bristow Affair”. This 
faa there have been signs of renewed skinhead acBv- 
ily, with skinheads attacking a demonstration called 
against the Reform Party in September, and, morf 
recent^, a confrontation between fascists arrd anti- 
radsts which sent several persons to hospitaL^e 
were also happy to note that at “Aryan Fest a 
racist rock correert held outside of Toronto a little 
earlier in the year, a brawl between nazi sWnheads 
sent tiiree of them to hospital. Thanks for doing our 
work for us fellasl 

The first of the two triabsawSpersons acquitted 

of trashing Gary “the voice of the Heritage Front" 
Sdiipper’s house. Due to tire cops being unable to 

clearV identify who did the damage to tire house, and 

the fact that the cops kept mixing up the defendants, 
tire judge threw out tire case. At thfe trial, it came out 

tiiat a metirber of the Toronto Hate Crimes Unit went 
over to HF leader Wolfgang Droege’s house and 
showed him pictures of local anti-racists. In tire sec¬ 
ond trial, in JuV 1994, 8 activists who had been 
dtarged with throwing paint and eggs at ZundeFs 

house, as well as wifa assault and resisting resist, were 

acquitted after ARA clearly showed flrat the charges 


were the result of police aggression. While the acquit- 
tab were victories for ARA arrd totally showed up the 
cops, they did take up a bt of MIA’s energy, money, 
and time. It should abo be noted that Schipper, 
Dtoege, and Ken Barker, who operated the “Equal 
Rights For Whites” HotUne, did receive prison time 

rangingfromltoS months foroperatingthcirhatelinra 

in defiance of a court order banning their racist 
messages. 

On the streets, ARA was successful in carrying 
out a scries of pfckcts aimed at two trendy fashion 
stores runby Alaric Jadoon, a well-known bcalradst. 
In April 1994, ARA organized a ptoket at one of 
Jackson’s locations called “IXL”, calUngon pcopfe not 
to support a nazi front, as evidence has shown that 
Jackson scBs racist records and nazi regalia under the 
counter. In addition to thb. Northern Hammersldns 
and otfrer racists gatiiered at IXL in preparation for a 
celdiration of Hitler's birthday. A smaD contingent of 



Minneapolis Anti-Fascist's 
Trial Delayed - Again 


Kicran F. Knutson, 23, an anti-fascist activist 
and member of the Love and Rage Revolutionary 
Anarchist Federation, was charged with febny 
assault for defending himself against a neo-nazi 
bonchcad.Thc incident happenedin October 19^ 
when a pair of neo-nazfe dferupted an anti-fascist 
ralV organized by a progressive student organiza¬ 
tion on the University of Minnestota campus. The 
fasebt, Dan Simmer, starting swinging at Kicran 
with a pair of brass knuckles, but was soon stopped 
witha flashlight bbw to the head. AkhoughSimmer 
wasarrestedonthespot, hb charges were dropped. 
Several weeks later, however, Kicran was charged 
with a febny and now faces up to 10 years in prison 
because of hb act of self-defense. 

Activbte in Minneapolb, Minnesota have or¬ 
ganized an cxccltent defence campaign for Kicran. 
Before each court appearance, demonstrations 
have been held, and there have been several coor¬ 
dinated phone-blitz and letter-writing campaigns 
directed at the office of the over-zeabus county 


prosecutor, Mike Freeman. On January27,1995, 
about 40 anti-fasdsfe temporarily occupied Mike 
Freeman’s office and demanded a personal meet¬ 
ing, but he stiD seer^I^fapnSHqput Kicran 
behind bars. Otmonday, JanuarySOjHic trial was 
debyed for tW^sb{fli^fflscei^«e;ww. Agicw trial 
date has been set for M)^^ 6 

We att ATS encourage ^>g ^nc t p^upport 
kieran. Hls-Jtonuictttfnwould be a direct 
criminalization of the anti-fascist movement The 
state docs not ward pcopk to fight back against 
fasebb, but Kicran should be appbuded for hb 
action, not jailed for it 

For rrrorc inforrrration, contact: 

Anti-Fascist Defence Committee 

P.O. Box 7075 
Minneapolb, Minnesota 
55407 USA 

(E-mail: jolson@polisci.umn.edu) 


stayed on the opposite side of the street. Then in 
December 1994, another picket was organized at the 
second store, caHcd “Reckless”. Demonstrators were 
first treated to a video showing Abric Jackson speak- 

ingataHeribgeFront meeting, and theythen marched 

to the store. Again, raebte shook their fisb in defiance 
at ARA, again from far across the street. In January 
1995, thcTReckless- bcation was sold and a sign ^ 
reading “Clearance - Everything Must Go!” has ap- ^ 
peared in the window of FlXL’*. Rumour has it that 
Jackson wante to return to the UK. 

In another case of nazb doing each other in, 
James Scott Dawson, a founding member of the 
Heritage Front, was arrested after he pulled a coupfe 
of pistob on Front members George Harbottie and 
Kim Lyons during an argument. Unfortunately, no 
shob were fired. Harbottie and Lyons were also 
arrested after Dawson compbined to the cops that 
they had one of hb pbtob. 

HF members also tried their luck at the polb in 
1994, as at least 8 nco-nazb including Dtoege, Max 
French, June French, James Brookman,. Brenda 
Kildcy, and Loma Houston ran in bcal municipal 
elections. Abo running on the Nationalbt Party ticket 
for mayor was previous four-time loser Don Andrews, 
who predictabty lost again. Andrews abo proebimed 
one week in October to be “European Heritage 
Week”. Three Canadian cities went so far as to 
support thb proebmation, and Buckingham Pabcc 
stated in a letter to Andrews that the Queen was 
“interested to know of your party’s proebmation of a 
European Heritage Week and was gbd to know that 
thb initiative has been supported by a numl^ of 

Canadian cities”. Upon finding out that the Natiorral- 

bt Party was behind the proebmatiorr, all three cities, 
as well as the Queen, withdrew their support,^ 

Without a doubi the mostdamagingbeating HF 

took was the revebtion tiiat Grant Bristow, counter¬ 
intelligence chief and security co-ordinator for fac 
group, was a paid informant and spy for the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service (CSIS). Bristow, it turns 
out, not only helped to start the Heritage Front, but 
wee abo responsibte for a campaign of harassment ^ 
aimed at anti-raebt activisb. White under the direct 
control of CSIS, Bristow taught skinheads how to 
break into answering machines and how to harass 
anti-raebb. An HF video clearly shows Bristow offer¬ 
ing to train skinheads in harassment techniques. 
Bristow abo helped bring fasebb like Tom and John 
Metzger, Dennte Mahon, and German neo-naziEwald 
Ahhans to Toronto and so contributed to strengthen¬ 
ing the HF’s intemationalconnections. Reports show 

that Bristow was paid $50,000by the government for 
hb work - work that ted to absolutely no criminal 
charges against neo-nazb! 

AHhough HF tried to put a positive spin on this 
news - for example, HF member Geny Uncoln went 
on record as stating: “The positive thin^ he did for us 
outweigh the negative things. I’d like to have 10 more 
like him.” - the fact b that it led to a lot of memiters 
leaving the organization. Ken Barker, who at one time 
ran the “Equal Righb for Whites” hateline, stated in a 
newspaper interview that he left the HF due to inter¬ 
nal conflict created by the case of Grant Bristow . 
(The btest rumour b that Barker b now serving a 
prison term on weapons charges.) ^ ^ 

Predictabty, a review of Bristow’s activities by 
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the Security InteOisence Re¬ 
view Conuniitee (SIRC), eh- 
sotvedhimofanyreaiwiong- 
doing. A200-plus page docu¬ 
ment released by 4ie com¬ 
mittee concluded, for ex¬ 
ample, that in the case of the harassment campaign 
Bristow “did the best he could under-tiie circum¬ 
stances to transform a situation clesufy headed to¬ 
wards violent confrontation by transfomrung it into a 
less vicious program”!!) The docunrrent, called “The 
SIRC Report”, really ought to have been called “The 
Shirk Report”. At the present time, Bristow’s where¬ 
abouts arc unknown, although rumours are that he is 
soaking up the sun down in Florida. Interestingly, the 
HF recent^ released a video called “The Best of 
Bristow” which makes it clear that Bristow did more 
than just sit around and gather information. 

In Sepitember 1994, members of IntemaboneJ 
Socialists (IS) who were conducting a door-to-door 
campaign against the Reform Party were attacked by 
rreo-nazis, leavingone member of IS needing stitches. 

The neo-nazis apparently yelled at IS that they were 
not welcome in the east-end, a part of town well- 
stocked with nazis. Days earlier an IS activist had his 
house attackedby four nazis. One week later over200 
people marched through the area of tire attack in a 
demonstration against trazi violence. 

November 1994 saw a West Indian teacher at 
Humberside Collegiate Institute pushed down a flight 
of stairs. In Septeniber this teacher had received racist 

letters which stated that a group called “Fight for 
White Rights” was going to use physical force to 
eliminate teachers of colour. In response tofois attack, 
students have organized the Hunfoerside Anti-Racist 

Movement, and a new schcxrl dress ccxk whkh bans 

racist symbols and red and white laces has been 
announced. 

At the beginning of February 1995, an anti- 

racistactivist was hospitalized after anti-racists clashed 

with skinheads in a subway station. Two nazis have 
been arrested and the anti-racist has made a goexi 
recovery. While some of the media referred ^ " 
skinheads ee “self-proclaimed nazis”, wapj ^— — 
paint the incident as a “brawF in whicl}( anti-racist^^ 
attacked some people whose on^ crimajvas ro ' 


ATS Statement Concerning The 
Attack On Toronto Anti-Fascists 


wearing Doc Meirtens boots. A statement in support of 
the anti-racists released by ARA and endorsed by 
several Toronto organizations including Arm The 
Spirit set the record straight, calling for “Zero Toler¬ 
ance For Nazis Anywhere!” 

Most recently, ARA was a presence in the court¬ 
rooms during Wotfgang Droege’s assaulttriaL Droege, 
alongwith Peter Mitrevski, wereontrialfortireir attack 
on some anti-racists shortly after Gmy SchlRrer’s 

home was targeted by an ARA demonstrationon June 

11, 1993. The judge in the case, who repeatedly 
referred to ARA as “criminals” and “tiiugs”, cleared 
both men of weapons charges, but convicted Droege 
on one assault charge. On March 9, Droege was 
sentenced to-. 

Just as we go to press, it has been brought to our 

attention that the Canadian Patriots Network (CPN), 
headed up by Les Jasinski and Mark Lemire, both 
members of the infanrous “Donut Shop Gang”, has 
been leafleting local schools. With tire emergence of 
groups like the CPN, it would appear that a younger 
generation of activists are r^ecting the Heritage Front 
after the Bristow debacle, choosing instead to start 
new groups. Clearly, although the HF has been 
damaged, the fascist movement locally is still active 
and organized, albeit in different forms, under differ¬ 
ent names, and utilizing diverse strategies. 


Early on Saturday, February 4,1995, there 
was confrontation between a group of atrti-racists 
and some neo-rrazis at Kennedy subway station in 
Toronto. Two anti-radsis atrd two foscists were 
irq ured in the fightirrg. One anti-racist canre close to 
dying after he was stabbed once in the arm, three 
times in the stomach, and had an artery in his neck 
slashed open. Police havearrested and charged two 
fascists. They are: 

- Adrian Kaddie, 22, of Weir Crescent in Scarboro, 
charged with attempted murder. 

- KristianStefan Brandcs, 19, of West HiO, charged 
with having dangerous weapons, assault with a 
weapon, arrd aggravated assault 

The police and nvedia were quick to condemn 
the anti-racists involved in tills confrontation, de¬ 
picting them as a “mob” which had preyed upon a 
group of presumabV helpless fascists. Never mind 

the faetthatthese fascists nearly killed ananti-fascist 
comrrule. One clear aimof such c(isinformation and 
media smear-tactics is to make anti-racist and anti- 
foscist activiste afraid, to cause splits within the 
movement, to make people slv rwvay from militant 
and confrontational tactics. 

To put this into a wider context, let us cite the 
example of Berlin, Germany afterthc April 4,1992 
death of Gerhard KaindL When a group of anti- 
fosdsts stormed into a dinner meeting of a group of 
neo-nazi leaders, one of flie fascists, Gerhard Kaindl, 
died after being stabbed. The anti-fascists had not 
planned on this happening, and many people in 
Berlin’santi-fascistscene distanced themsek/esfrom 

the action. That was wrong to dp. Militant actions 
are justified and necessary, and sometimes mis¬ 
takes may happen, but that does not invsJidate the 
method. 

Another example is tiie case of Kierah Frazier 
Knutson, an anti-fascist activist in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, USA. When a pair of nazi boneheads 
attempted to disrupt an event organized by a pro- 
gressivestudent organization, Kierandefendcd him¬ 


self after being attacked by one of the fascists. The 
fascist, who was armed with brass knuckles, was 
never brought to trial; Weran, however, faces a 
potential 10-yearsentenceon assault charges when 
his case goes to trial this April The media and 
police in Minneapolis have been trying to say that 
Kieran is a criminal but people haven’t been 
fooled and he has received a lot of support. 

It’s not easy to carry out militant anti-feecist 
politics at the street level There are bound to be 
confrontations, and our friends and comrades 
could be itrj ured. At the same time, if fascists suffer 
bodily harm, the anti-racist movenrent will be 
confronted with increased repression. We must be 
willing to deal with this repression, not be silenced 
by ft. 

We also have to be fully aware of tire fact that 
both the media and the police have a vested 
interest in trying to mrke militant activists appear 
like violent criminab In order to lessen public 
support for their politics. Indeed, we must articu¬ 
late these politics well if we wfeh to gain support 
Dbtancing ourselves from our politics fe not the 
correct approach, however. 

But to begin with, we need uni^ and solidar¬ 
ity within our own ranks. Therefore we. Arm The 
Spirft, give our full support to the anti-racists 
involved in the confrontation inToronto’s Kennedy 
subway station. And we are both sad and angry 
that one of the anti-racist comrades was seriousty 
itijured and nearty killed. 

Nazisshouldnotbe allowed any publicspace. 
They must be driven out ofour communities. Vney 
ate the ones that should live in fear and isolation, 
not Blacks, Jews, Asians, gays and lesbians, and 
other peoples targeted by fasebt violence. 

Stop die criminalization of the 
anti-fascist movement! 

Attack the nazis everywhere! 

Arm The Spirit - February 9.1995 


Berkeley Anti-Fascists Give 
Hoiocaust Denier The Boot 


Berkeley - October 13, 1994 

Two hundred anti-fascists gathered in Berkeley 
thb evening, ctisrupting a speech by Holocaust denier 
David Irving. Thb infamoiB British revbionbt “hbto- 
rian” has been wa^ng a campaign for what he calk 
“real hbtory” but what b in fact an insidious pack of 
lies. He has written a series of sympathetic biogra¬ 
phies of Hitler, Goering, and Rommel and traveb 
around the world lecturing at events sponsored by 
various pro-Nazi groups including the British Nation- 
albt Party (BNP), the German People’s Union (DVU), 
and theGermanj/sNationale Offensive. He has been 
accompanied by Nazi skins and Toronto-based fas¬ 
cist Ernst Zundel author of The Hitler We Loved and 
Did Six Million Realty Die? In hb home country of 
Britain, Irving b prevented from speaking publicly by 
anti-fascists, while in Germany, Canada, and other 


countries he b banned from entering altogether. 

Irving was scheduled to give a lecture at the 
University of California at Berkeley’s Alumni House, 
which was secretly rixived to the YWCA due to 
protesters already present. Scoute quickly determined 
the new location and informed the crowd, which them 
moved en masse to the YWCA. Finding no police 
present, protestors stormed the hall, confrohting the 
liar and hb supporters. A scuffle ensued as Irving’s 
bodyguard attacked the protesters; several older Na- 
zb sporting SS pins tried to leave and were subjected 
to the j ustifled rage of anti-fasebte, many of whom had 
family members intemedbythesesame people. Irving s 
literature table was overturned and a box of video¬ 
tapes, “TheDeathofthe‘Holocaust’ Legend Begins,” 
was smashed with great enthusiasm. Abo found were 






swastika stickers, a German 
pride button, and other Nazi 
tnendiandise^ 

Cops from tfie Ber^ 
kel^.and UC campus police 
departments eventually ar¬ 
rived, driving die anti-fascists from the building. By 
diis dme, most of the people who had game to hear 

Irving speakhad gotten cold feet and left After several 

more disruptions, Irving was able to give his speech to 
a neatly diminished audience and only under the 
armed protection of dozens of police. 

About 75anti-fascists waited out the lecture and 
Irving, donning a disguise, tried desperately for half an 
hourto leave without notice. Finaty, as the cops were 
helping him carry out his hate literature, he was 
whisked off in a cop car. 

Weseetoni^f sactionas apardalbutimportant 

success. Although we were not able to prevent the 
lecture from taking place, we did seriously disrupt it, 
rdiasing away many would-be supporters and de¬ 
stroying a lot of his racist propaganda. Hopefully the 
Alumni House and the YWCA have learned that 
people in Berkeley won't tolerate racist scunnbags like 
Irving. 

Many of us were pleasant^surprisedby the level 
of militancy displayed by protesters against tire 
hatemongers and the breadth of participation. Many 
passers-by joined the protest or were otherwise sup¬ 
portive, adding to the collective spirit of anti-fascist 
solidarity. 

Some onlookers voiced concern over the issue 
of “free spccch,”engaging anti-fascists in heated dis¬ 
cussions on tire street Our response was that David 

Itvingdid notcometospeakdispassfonatek/abouttirc 

finer points of academia, but instead to rretwork with 
Nazis and other Holocaust deniers. To have let this 
event occur unhindered would impV our complicity in 
allowing the worldwide neo-Nazi movement to grow. 

Attack The Fascists Wherever They Are! 

(From Infoshop BeH<eley 
E-maik resist@bum.ucsd.edu) 

"Grey Wolves" 
Gather In Germany 

On November 26, 1994, more than 10,000 
mertrbers (organizers put the number as hi^ as 
30,000) of the Turkish uhra-nationalist organization 
MHP (National Movement Party) gatiiered in the 
German town of Sindelfingen to hear speeches by 

their leader, AlparslanTurkes.Turkish fascists fromall 

across Germany, as well as from Austria and The 
Netherlands, attended the event Turkish prime min¬ 
ister Ciller sent her greetings to the event via tele¬ 
phone, thus clearly illustrating the level of close coop¬ 
eration which esdsts between the Turkish government 
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Freakin' The Frequencies: 
Radio Anti-Fa. Iz On Tha Air! 


December, 1994, from the streets of East Van. 

Az part of our ongoing rrassion to educate and 
agitate, Anti-Fascist Info has begun producing an 
anti-tecist radio program on Vancouver’s Co-op 
Radio (102.7 on your FMdial). “Radio Anti-Fa.” airs 
the first Monday of every month at 7pm sharp, and 
occupiez the first 30 minutes of the Stark Raven 
program (forget car-jaddngs, this is radio show-jack¬ 
ing!). 

The format of the show iz a mix of anti-fascist 
news and ana^/scs, along witii a heavy dose of Hip 
Hop (az well as sottre sk^^ bhatrgra, punk and what¬ 
ever else movez our cars). 

So far, we’ve had a great response and many 
people are interested in the show (tho sometimes it s 
a bit ruff - we’re still leamta’ the ropes!). 

For the benefit of thoze outside the Vancouver 

area, and for tiioscwhojust can’t get ittogethcr to turn 

their radio on at tiic correct time, we have cassette 
copiez of each atrd every showi For programz on other 
radio stations, we’ve gone tirat little extra step and 
have produced detailed lists of tite contents of each 
show, including the times of each segment,, descrip¬ 
tion of material and any music played. Pro^mmerz 

atotiverradiostationscansimpVputourshowonand 

sit back or they can edit it and take what newz they 
want (tho we’d advise tirat the whole show be played 
if possible). For everyone else, you can play the tape 
andjust kidtbacK soaking up the info and some fresh 
music! 

No Peace For Faseteis: 

In The Streets And On The Airwaves! 

Ordering Info; “Radio Anti-Fa.” shows arc tegular^ 
30 minutes in lengtir (approx.) Copicz of tire show 
come two to a cassette. Since we’re a nronthly show, 
new tapez arc avmlable every twej morttirs (tiro we can 
send tapez after each show to other stations that want 
them sooner). 


At present, we have the first two showz avail¬ 
able. Thesearerccordedon 90 min. cassettes (ourflrst 

show iz approx. 35 min. in length). 

The price in Canada iz $5, postage inc. (this 
price applies to both radio programs as well as indi¬ 
viduals).! 

Anti-Fascist Info 
Box 35, 1744 Kingsway 
Vancouver, B.C. 

VSN 2S3 Canada 
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and the Turkish far-right. 

The MHP, also known by the name “Bozkurt” 
(Grey Wolves),stands forracist, fascistterror. Human 
rights experts in Turkey make the organization re¬ 
sponsible for more than 4,000 murders, primarily of 
Kurds, Turkish leftists, and progressive joumaUsts and 
union leaders. Its most deadly action was an attackon 
the May Day ralty in Istanbul in 1977 which left 35 

people deadand more than200wounded.Today, the 

TurWsh army and special forces activeV recruH MHP 
mentbeis to fight in special commando units inTurkey’s 
dirty war against the Kurdish national liberation 
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A Look Back At The Kaindl-Trial 


Th« Tenor 

Germany, 1991: Government statistics report 
2,074 anti-foreigner actions carried out the feu^ 
right tt>af s more than 5 every day, including 325 
arson attacks and 188 cases of assault In the two 
years since Germany’s reunification, more than two 
dozen people have been murdered by fascists. Those 
generally targeted for attack: immigrants and refu¬ 
gees, leftists, Jews, and the homeless. Neo-nazi 
mandies, tolerated by police, draw several hundred 
participants. Radst mc^ in Hoyerswerda cany out 
repeated assaults on a hostel housing Vietnamese 
guest workers; citizens and residents cheer and clap as 
bloodied immigrants are bussed out of the city. While 
riot police fail to stop the fascists, anti-fascist mobili¬ 
zations are ruthless^ attacked. In Berlin, the far-right 
RepubKkaner (REP) party enters tire city council with 
7% of the vote on an anti-foreigner platform spear¬ 
headed by the slogan: "The Boat is Full!” Even 
Germany’s traditional political parties, Christian 
democrats and the social democrats, do nothestitate 
to blame the vicUnrs, claitrang that welfare fraud and 
excessive leveb of immigration were understandable 
rrrotivations for racist pogroms and fascist acts of 
terror. 

It was against this background of racist terror 
thatagroupofBerlin anti-fascists, including members 
ofthe Immigrant organization AntifasistGenclik(Anti- 

Fascist Youth), converged on a dinner meeting of 
seven fascist functionaries in a Chinese restaurant on 
the outskirts of Berlin-Kreuzberg on flie night of April 
4,1992. Those functionaries included Carsten Pagel, 
a fascist lawster and editor for the farrisbf newspaper 
“Junge Freiheit”, Gerhard Kaindl, head of the Berlin 
section of tiie neo-fascist Deutsche Liga (DL) party, 
and Thorsten Thaler, a former REP who switched 
over to the more extreme DL in 1991. In the restau¬ 
rant, the fascists verbally assaulted a Pakistani rose 
peddlar and then threatened a Kurdish man who 
came to his aid. The Kurdish man recognized Pagel, 
who used to be the leader of the REP party in Berlin, 
and he quickty alerted people in Kreuzberg’s anti¬ 
fascist scene to what had happened. These people 
decided it was intolerable that a group of fascists 
should dare to hold a meeting in Kreudierg, a neigh¬ 
borhood which is predominantlyTurkish/Kurdish and 
which is also a stronghold of Berlin's autonomist 
scene. They decided that the fascists must be driven 
off. Their attack on the fascist dinner meeting was a 
completely justifiable anti-fascist action. 

When the anti-fasdsts arrived at the Chinese 
restaurant, they masked up atul went itrside. During 
the ensuing confrontation, Thorsten Thaler was 
stabbed and hospitalized and Gerhard Kaindl was 
fatally wounded. Police activity in Kreuzberg was 

intense for weeks afterthe attack. Members of Antifasist 
Genclik were kept under especially close observation. 
But in the end, the police investigations yielded no 
results. The fascists vowed revenge, but the case 
seemed to be closed. 

The Treason 

In November, 1993, a year and a half after the 
death of Gerhard Kaindl, 17 year-old Erkan Sonmez, 
a Turkish yo uth with a h istory of mental illness, turned 
himself in to police. After giving a detailed series of 
confessiotrs, police raided a number of homes in 



Kreuzberg and arrested Mehmet Ramme and Fatma 
Balamir. Botii refused to make statements to the 
police. Abidin Eraslan, whom tire police did not find 
at home, turned himself in and declared his inno¬ 
cence, but did not make arty further statements. Two 
wedffilater,polioefinaltytrackeddiJwnanotiicrwanted 

suspect, Bahrettin Yokfas. Bahrcttin also gave hours 
of detailed testimony to police, largety confirming tire 
statements made by Bkan and other suggestions 
made to him by the interrogating officers. Six other 
anti-fascists avoided arrest in Novenofoer 1993, but 
two of them, Seyho Keiraaslan and Carlo Blietz, 
eventually turned themselves in in order to stand trial 
with the others. 

The charges filed the state prosecutor, which 
werebased entirely on the confessions madet^ Erkan 
andBahrettin, chargedtiie defendents with one count 
of joint premeditated murder motivtaed by political 
haired and six counts of jobrt attenipfed murder. All of 
the defendents face potential life-terms. Before tiie 
trial opened in Septenber 19^, presiding Judge 
Eschenhagenchangedtire attentyted murder charges 
to assault, but the threat of life in prison still lingered 
over the heads of tire defendants. 

Within Berlin’s autonomist scene, the slogan 
“Keep your mouth shut! No statements to the police!” 
is taken for grat^. Yet during the solidarity work for 
the so-called Ifeindl-Trial, this maxim was largely 
forgotten. Solidarity posters expressed support for afl 
seven defendartls, arid it was virtually taboo to discuss 
the fact that the entire trial was not tire result of police 
investigation and repression, but ratherbecause of the 
confession of two apolitical youths who ratted out on 
their forttrer friends. The tactical decision was, it was 
important to have unity In tire trial and not to isolate 
Bahrettin, oflietwise he might decide to help the state 
prosecutor even nrore. Although Bahrettin openly 
rejected offers of solidarity from the left while in pre- 
trizd custody, the left did not want to rqcct him. 

The Trial 

More than 2,000 people marched through 
Kreuzberg on the eve of the trial, and on the opening 
day itself, September 20, around 300 supporters 
attended an early-moming rally outside the court. 
There was a great deal of national media attention 
placed on the opening of tiie trial, and a press confer¬ 
ence of international trial observers, including human 
rights activists from Turkey and former Tupamaros 


prisoners from Uruguay, were successful in maintain¬ 
ing the triafs political character. Support work on the 
outside was consistent throughout the trial, and the 
courtroom was always packed with famity members 
andsupporterson each day of proceedings. But these 
proceedings soon became dishearteningto many. 

Before the trial, it wzb impossible for the defen¬ 
dants to have joint disucssions, so the defense strategy 
was largely dictated by the defence team of liberal 
lawyers and was heavily influenced by the threat of 
possible life-terms on charges of murder. What’s 
more, no one knew how Bahrettin would act during 
thetrial. Judge Eschenhagen presented herself zb kind 
andlriendty, andshe listened politely as the individual 
defendants each described, in too much detail, what 
happened on April4,1992 in the Chinese restaurant. 

It was this self-incrimination which eventually pro¬ 
vided tiie basis for the guilty verdids, however, as a 
doctor’s testimony regarding Erkan’s mental Illness 
made his confessions unusable In the trial, and 
Bahrettin’s confessions were cast into serious doubt 
when it wzB revealed that the protocols of his sessiorB 
with investigators were written down in an illegal 
fashion. Fatma gave only a political declaration and 
no other statements. Abidin was later cleared by two 
witnesses and acquitted of all charges. And whereas 
Carlo and Mehmet refused to name any names of 
people not already in custody, they did not call into 
question Erkan and Bahrettin when they reveled the 
name of the “murderer”. And this coitid easily have 
been done, since many of Bahrettin’s other state¬ 
ments had been shown to be completely false, such as 
Abidin being the leader of the action that night, when 
in reality he did not even take part at alL In the end, 
the defendants were forced to make (fistinctions be¬ 
tween better and worse; hitting a fascist is one thing, 
but stabbing one, that’s murder. The state wanted a 
murder trial, and they ^t it. At least two of the four 
people still in hiding are still wanted by the German 
authorities on charges of murder, if they are ever 
caught, they will certainly be convicted. 

When the state prosecutor’s office saw that their 
case was falling apa^ and indeed that they them¬ 
selves were being placed on the defensive, with Judge 
Eschenhagen expressing extreme dissatisfaction with 
the police’s “unprofessional” investigative conduct, 
they moved quickly to strike a deal with the defence 
team. In exchange for lesser charges and a speedy end 
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Fatma Balamir’s 
Political Dedaration 




We are on trial here today chaiged wifli the 
*^nt murder” of a fascist cadre, as well as being 
draiged with six counts of first degree assau lt . Ac- 
coniing to the charges, our motive was “poWically- 
mofivated hatred”. These charges arc based on the 
confessions of a 16-year-old who has been in a 
psychiatric clinic for some time now. This fact alone 
proves tiiat the only interest of the state prosecutor 
andthestate authorities is to criminalize andscaie us, 
active anti-fascists and immigrants, with Aicats of a 

severe penalty,thereby to set thcstandardforalltiiosc 

imm^nts, refugees, and homeless people who are 
trot satisfied in their role as victims. 

We stand here before the court primariV as 
Unmlgrants but also as anti-fascists, as weO as people 
affected by the arson attacks, murders, arrdprogroms 
carried out racist death-squads and neo-nazis, and 
yet we ate the ones char^ with “political^moti- 
vated hatred”. 

We stand before a court that has allowed a 

woman to file a secondary charge in the case, Rim¬ 
ing that she suffered “p^^diological damage", and 
tiiis from a person who, through her activities in the 
tasdst party Deutsche Liga, is Joints responsible for 

thedeathsof motetiranbOpeople (murdered), as wcO 

as thousands more attacte on rcfi^ees and immi¬ 
grants. From a person whose propaganda, hateful 
writings, and inhumane politics have meant that we 
immigrants and refugees not only suffer “psychologi¬ 
cal damage”, but that we must even fear for our lives. 

We are charged by a justice system comprised 

solely of Germans, who ate neither affeciedby racism 
nor threatened by the recent events and climate, and 
who in good German tradition turn things around in 
tiiis country by trying to make a murderous band of 
nazis seem like poor inctims, and with verdicts, as in 
the case of the Holocaust denier Deckert, legitimizes 

attacks, pogroms, andmurders against us immigranls 

and refugees at the judicial level We ate entirely cut 
oft from social conditions here. 

We live in a country: 

- in which there have been more than 60 deatiis 
(murders) since reunification, in addition to 10,000 
attacks on immigrants, refugees, homeless people, 
and anti-fascists. 

- in which nazi marches and events are tolerated and 
supported by the police, the justice systetn,'and tiie 
politicians. 

- in which people are hunted by racist gan^ on the 
street because of their skin cobr and tiien kicked to 
death, while hundreds of people, Germans, standby 
and clap and cheer on the attackers. 

- in which we are discriminated against day by day in 
administrative offices and schools, atworkandonthe 


street, tiireatened and insulted, a country in 
which the borders between human dignity 
and the right to live no longer exist 

- in which we see images which are sad and 
shocking for many people, but which for us as 

immigrants represent a real existing threat the 
imagesofRbstDck,Hoyeiswerda,Moelln,Solingen, 

where people are burned to death in their sleep, 
where a mob of neo-nazis and racist hooligans, with 
broad popular support sought for days to bum more 
tiian one hundred refugees to death. 



- in which an entire unit of police office^n sitent 
agreement with the murderers, holds ba4s^nd just 
watches. These same police, however, gladly display 
tiieir power when it comes to anti-fascist demonstra¬ 
tions or events, where th^r wield into groups of people 

swinging their clubs, and then the press characterizes 
tills as a successful action against so-called left-wing 
extremists and “Chaoten". 

- in which the state, the politicians, and the media 
express understandir^ for the fears and tiic social 
problems of the attackers, murderers, and arsonists, 
where the right to asylum has been restricted, essen¬ 
tial abolished, and where the victims of attacks are 
made to feel themselves responsible just by being 
here. 




directed political work, Antifasist Genclik sought to 
tackle the problems faced by immigrants living here, 
as well as our parents, families, and children, and to 


- . - 

our demands for dual citizenship, voting rights for 
immigrants, and laws a^inst discrimination and ex¬ 
clusion. To do this, we organized events and demon¬ 
strations and we published a magazine. In addition to 
events and demonstrations, we felt it was important 
and necessary that we not stay hidden any longer 
when nazis march through the streets or organize 
events to spread their hateful politics, but rather we 
decided to go to these events together and to dismpt 
them. We learned soon enough that only a united 
opposition in the early stages can prevent fascist 
organizing and attacks from spreading. We see our¬ 
selves as part of the anti-fascist movement in Ger¬ 
many . Neither the anti-fascist movement in G ermany 

nor the independent initiative Antifasist Genclik have 
ever propagated the goal of conscioush/ killing neo- 
nazis. The death of any person is never the goal nor 
the approved result of anti-fascist actions. 

- We strongly rqect the joint premeditated murder 
theories put forward by the state prosecutor and the 
state authorities, a theory which came a^ut as the 

resultof dubious and manipulated confessions. Those 

people that wish to sentence us as murderers and 
violent attackers are also sentencing all people, all 
anti-fascists who are struggling for a life where every- 

onecan livetogetherwithoutfear, discrimination, and 

exclusion, regardless of their sltin color, nationality, or 
gender. 




VI 


;c 


- in which the established political parties utiiize tiiese 

racist-fascist events in order to compete for votes with 

slogans like “the boat is fuT or “floods of refug^” or 
“we are also onxMcd to ^ng foreigners the right to 
vote”. Racism and violence against minorities in this 
country has meuny faces, they start with discrimina¬ 
tion, laws against foreigners, and aslyum restnetions 
from tills state’s politics and facy end with racist 

harassment on tiiestrects, in administrative offices, in 

tiie schools, and at work, and afl of this threatens our 
iives. Anyone who lives in this country and who 
remains silent in tiie face of these events is guilty of 
supporting the militant racist-fascist attacks in 
Hoyeisweida, Rostock, Moelln, SoUngen, and many 
other places directed against refugees, immigrants, 
and our liv« and dignity, and these people thereby 
declare us to be unworti^ of living. 

That is our reality. We are confronted with 

violent politics and withaviolence on the streets which 

knows no boundaries. For us, immigrants, refugees, 
and other minorities, ft is necessaiy and a matter of 
survival that we organize ourselves. 

In a climate of increasing violence fromthe right- 
wing, the lack of dvil rights for rmnorities, alienation, 
discrimination, and threats on our lives, the initiative 
Antifasist GencUk (Anti-Fascist Youth) was founded. 

This group was founded by people of different ages, 

and 1 was active in this group. Antifasist Genclik is an 
open, legal initiative which neither has a hierarchical -WesendourgreetingstoaUpTOple,anti-f^ists.and 

nor are any certain people leaders in the initiatives who have supported us or the last ^e.^ 
group. The main purpose behind ouranti-fascistwork months and who have not left alone, and a" 

^tostartbng-termpoliticalworkwith immigrants, who have demanded that we be released an w 
anti-fascistinitiatives,andaDhumanitariananddcmo- keep demanding that! 

craticindividualssoastoworktogethertoprotectand . , o * u iqqa 

,.i.„„^»r,..rsocialandDoUticalintercsts.Bymeansof Fatma Balamhr - September iyy4 


- We hope that the state prosecutor and the state 
authorities will not be successful in their attempt to put 

us in jail for severai years. And we hope thatabroad, 

anti-fascist public mobilization will support our de¬ 
mands and the legitimacy of the anti-fascist struggle, 
and that we won’t be left here abne. 

- And we say once again: The struggb against fascism, 
sexism, and racism is just .and necessary! 
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After The Kaindl-Tk-ial 

An Interview With Fatma, Seyho, Carlo, And Abidin 


After ons year of pre-trial detention,are all 
now, at least temporarily, back among your 
friends. How are you doing? 

Abidin: Pm fine, and Pm really happy to be on the 
outside again. It’s nice to be back with friends and to 
be able to cany out our political work once more. 

Fatma: Yeah, Pm also doing fine, being on the 
outside again after a year. 

Carlo: ft’s much better not being caged like a rabbit. 

Seyho: Well, of course it was difficult at first to get 
used to things. Just the fact of having been in prison 
leaves scars, both social and familial And then there’s 

all the problems related to the trial Discussions among 

friends have not been constructive. Everyone just 
expresses ffieir own personal opinion, instead of 
viewingthbtrialobjectivcVi whatwe were facing and 
what we achieved. 

How much did you know of die solidarity work 
being done, bodi here in Germany as well as 
intemadonally, and how did you feel about it? 

Abidin: First, Pd like to say that what went on in 
Germany and internationally over the past year tcal^ 
makes me haf^. I also ffiink ft’s nice ffiat I got so 

many letters from people I don’t even know. AWwugh 

I am very positive about aD the support work which 
was done, Pd Just like to say that, particukukt among 
the supporters in Berlin, the conununication wifti us 
did not happen as I had envisioned. The whole 
discussion which went on the outside wasn’t an 
exchange ofopinionswithus,but rather it all j ust went 
over our heads. We had the impression ffiat the 
decision of which path we should take wee being 
decided for us on the outside. 

Fatma: First, Pd like to agree with Abidin. I was very 
impressed by the broad support we received on the 
outside. 1 got so many letters from all sorts of places - 
from the USA, from Japan. All the demonstrations 
and rallies impressed me as well. There haven’t been 
500 people at a prison rally in years. I also heard that 
there were splits in the support scene in Berlin. I think 
we prisoners were partially responsible forthat, in that 
we didn’t attempt to rei«d» a comnmn line or strategy 
which we could then express to the outside. The 
problem was, we had other problems to deal with. 
Even so, Pm really thankful for all the solidarity and 
support we received. 


can you give to immigrants and anti¬ 
fascists, so diat ouch shitty confessions 
are not repeated? 

Fatma: I think ftiat all leftist structures are 
really lacking when ft comes to dealing with 
youths. What ft is like to be in police custody, 
or how about when ft’s state security police, 
not “normaF cops? What do I do when Pm 
sitting there for eight hours and Pm being put 
under tons of pressure? When toey say to me, 
if 1 don’t ten them, they are going to stick me 
with extra charges? Then tirey bring up other 
actions, any action, and they say fficy are 
going to accuse me of ffrat, too. If I don’t talk. 

They know I was involved, they will surely 
bring rtre to trial And so on. These are all 
situations which are very difficult to deal with, 
both for inexperienced youths as well as for 
politicalV«>oscious people - I don’t draw a 
big distinction between the two. 

Abidin: First, Pdliketosay thatwhiatwe have 
been saying for years, “No statements to the 
police!”, has always been really important and that we 
needtostrengfirenffris notionwifliin anti-fascist circles. 
But just shoufing this slogan won’t help us any. 
Because if you don’t establish an altemative perspec¬ 
tive on life with those people fliat you are also 
political^ active with, in order to develop mutual 
human consciousness and a feeling of resporrsibility, 

ffien this problem will never be solved. Pd also like to 

say something briefly about the whole traitor discus¬ 
sion. IPs not that difficult to come to the conclusion 

that they both (Erkan and Bahretfin - trans.) betrayed 

us, because there’s no other way to put ft. But I was 
rmre concerned with how we flicn dealt with this. It 
was important to win them over as people back to our 
side and not to abandon them to toe state prosecutor. 
At toe same fime, you have to keep in mind the 
discussion about toe priso nets’ trial strategy, which to 
some degree never took place, and which I also felt to 
be really irresponsible considering toe position we 
were in. 

Carlo: 1 make a fundarrrental distinction between 
people with “political feeling, so-called conscious¬ 
ness” and people who don’t have this. As for human¬ 
ity, atrd especial^ what Fatma and Abidin arc saying, 
this is partial^ just a farce. I think ft’s partially just 
empty words, nice thoughts, but not much else. But 
this could change, right? 



Seyho: I was on the run for about eight months. 1 
pretty much only knew what was going on via toe 
rrredia. I thought the support work was very cjooA 
That cannot be underestimated. There coiflffli^ 
been more, and ft could have been better, But-iPdid 
receive international attention. It left an impact in 
leftist and progressive circles, so the court was not able 
to push through the original indictments. 

The murder charges were based on the confes¬ 
sions from Erkan and Bahrettin, which they 
gave in their statements to police. What advice 


Seyho: Normally, you shouldn’t ever make state¬ 
ments to police. But when apolitical people arc in¬ 
volved in a trial people who could be utilized by the 
state in an attempt to sterilize toe entire anti-fascist 
scene, then there’s no altemative but to try and get 
yourself off. But if you do tois, tf s important that you 
maintain your dignity and not become totalV done in 
by toe court 

Most of you opted for this trial strategy of just 
trying to get off. Can you explain why? 


hand. Both were very manipulated, but if we had not 
addressed correrete points, it would have been ex¬ 
treme^ difficult to overturn the indictments. The fact 
that the media played such a big role before toe trial, 
with all the shitty newspapers printing our photos and 
describing us as murderers, extremely violent and 
radical had toe effect of maWng toe entire scene 
appear in this light So we had no alternative, even 
though both confessions were manipulated. 

Abidin: A strategy of total non-compliance, in toe 
face of confessions made against us and a heavy 
construction on the part of toe state prosecutor’s 
office, would have been very risl^ when faced with 
murder charges, andyoualsocan’t develop a strategy 
based on “if, “maybe”, and “perhaps”. 1 was con¬ 
cerned with winning the freedomof my co-defendants 
as quickly as possible, so that they didn’t have to sit in 
prison for 10 or 15 years. In principle, I think it’s 
correct to refuse to cooperate with toe cops in order 
to clear up a matter. But our prindples can’t be 

universally employed without exccption.You need to 

always base your politics on toe concrete sftuation at 
hand. 

Fatma: I decided to take toe route of non-compli¬ 
ance. Ididn’tput anyone under pressure to take up my 
position. On toe contrary, I am willing to discuss with 
toe others their compliance. The deciding factor for 

tr^ decision was my personal evaluation ofthe action, 
towhatdegreeIwasinpoliticalagreementwithft.The 

fact that a person was killed is not reflective of anti¬ 
fascist strategy, but such things can happen and 1 
won’t distance myself from that fact. The matter 
concerned my own identity. It was my opinion that ft’s 
not only possible to betray others, but that you can 
betray yourself as well. I don’t want to remove rr^^lf 
from what came about as a result of the compliance 
and say 1 didn’t know anything about it. 1 am just as 
responsible as toe others. 


Seyho: There were two verydetailed confessions on There are different degrees of compliance. 
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Why did you all docldo 
on ifao form you did? 

Seyfao: It was an anti-hiscist 
action which did not intend 

—-to result in a death. Therefore 

we opted for the most difficult form, tire free question- 
answer variety, because twe felt we werqjustified and 
that we would simph; be depicting reality. I think it 
wordd have been really difficult to defeat tire indict¬ 
ments with any other form of compliance. Many 
mistakes coidd have been avoided if other people had 
beena little more energetic, andthataboappBcs totire 
defence attorneys. Our lawyers diredtedttie trial and 
we bore all of the risks. I would not recommend thb 
strategy to others for future triab. But each person has 

to decide forthemself what b most positive forthemscif 
and for political development in Germany, and what 
has to be done so that-tilings take one step forwards, 
not backwards. But you can’t app^ that everywhere. 

Abidin: Once we had decided on a strategy of 
compliance, little time was left. There were discus¬ 
sions about answering tire questions in writing or not 
answering all of tiie questions, and that we needed to 
prepare ourselves for tiie most important questions. 
Otjectively. many people did not fake tirb seriously 
and we had to deal with thb on our own. 

Faima: I don’t know exactly how the discussions 
regarding compliance were carried out. 1 thought they 

were going to ^ the corrpliance in writing. Now I can 
say, itwouldhavebeenbetterto wait untilthe trial had 

begun before complying, to see how tire others re¬ 
acted. There are many forms of compliance, and I 
think tiiey chose the worst one. My criticbm of tiie 
lawyers b that they consistent^ tried to press their 
strategy onto us. If we could have decided things more 
in common, then the lawyers would not have be^ 
able to push through their own strategy like they did. 

The murder charge fell apart, and the state 
prosecutor was pressed more and more onto 
die defensive. Abidin was acquitted. The state 
prosecutor, die court and the defence attor¬ 
neys dien agreed to a “deal". What eras die 
essence of this deal and why did you agree to 
it? 


Abidin: Political^, I tiiink the deal was wrong, be¬ 
cause we lost a lot because of ft. We could have gotten 
more out of the IriaLBut it was made clear to us that 

our compliance was a part of the deal Although 1 

agrecdtotiibcompliance,lfelt that we should remain 

on tiie offensive and secure a deal while on tiie 
offensive. That didn’t happen. But when 1 hear that 
many people on the outeide view the trial as a defeat, 
I dbagree. We shouldn’t ignore our own victories and 
become demoralized. The action in the Chinese res¬ 
taurant was one of many spontaneous actions carried 
out by tiie anti-fascist movement, with the only differ¬ 
ence being that a fascist was kiBed. The action was 
controversial and it raised many questions within the 
anti-fascist movement How do you think people can 
learn from all of thb? 


Carlo: Why did we agree to it? If s simple, we wanted 
to get out! 

Fatma: Attirst, Iwas against thb deal, but it was clear 
that I would support the deebion of the others. We 
immediate^ said ok, without first reflecting on what 
we would gain with thb deal and what we would lose. 
So we lost everything: The state security police were 
not cross exarrtined, the fascisb were not cross exam¬ 
ined. I think if s a very high price to pay for three 
months of freedom. (Although the defendants were 
sentenced in Noveniber 1994, they do not begin 
serving their sentences until February 1995. -trans.) 
Maybe we wouldn’t have reached our goal, even 
though the chances were good. But you should never 
give up so quickly, even when things are rough. 

Seyho: I agreed to the deal, because some of us could 

not handle the prison conditions. 1 thought there was 
a danger that if the state security police were cross 

examined, thatthe trial wouldbccome emotionalized, 
to our harm, and dictatedby other witncsscs.Another 

factor was the defensive character of our defence 
strategy throughout the trial. 


Faima: If you are goir^ to go somewhere, then you 
can’t just put togeflier a spontaneous group and head 
off.YouhavetostopandttunK lookatwhatyouhave. 

Greeting Address For The 
Opening Of The Trial Against 
The Seven Prisoners In Berlin 

These proceedings against seven Turkbh, 
Kurdbh, and German anti-fasebte are a direct 
state attack against the ri^t to resist - if s not a 
matter of principles of law or the fundamentab of 
justice. 

It makes sense fliatsuch a trial b taking place 

in Germany, for what more fitting place could 
there be for such proceedings than tiie land of 
Nazi state terrorism and ite continuing demon¬ 
stration of politics wherein the state’s intereste are 
supreme. 

And tiiere’s also no more fitting example of 
what can happen when an almighty state meeb 
with no resistance. 

People all around the world are informed 

about the horrors of the European Holocaust-but 

how many people know that the Holocaust, re¬ 
gardless of how terrible tt was, was carried out in 
a legal manner and was made possible by twisted, 
racist laws? And how many people know that 
many of tiie judges who served in the German 
genocide courts - the so-called people’s courts or 
Volksgerichishofen - today still receive state pen¬ 
sions for their “services”? 

Today, we have a city like Hannover in 
Pennsylvania where the cops tell Black people to 
leave their homes and their city (meanwhile the 
Ku Klux Klan rallied outeide tiieir homes unop¬ 
posed for three days - cd.). At the same time, in 
Great Germany, Turkbh women and girb are 
burned to death in their homes, and so-called 
“guestworkers" are no longer welcome in the new 
Germany. 

Because the people in Germany failed to . 

wage resistance against the Nazi regime, we must 

learn from their fatal mistakes and resist the state 
today in order to honor the gift of life. 

John Africa, revolutionary and founder of 
MOVE, once said; “ft’s crazy not to resist some¬ 
thing which you yourself, your family, and the 
people in the country in which you live know 
brings nothing but pain." 

Thaf s why Fd like to ask you all - resbt! 
Organize resistance against the system! Provoke 
a rebellion! 

Mumia Abu-Jamal - September 1994 


talk about the action and consider what can happen 
and what should not happen. But if tiiere’s no time, 
then tilings are different And cspedalty after an 
action, it’s important to dbcuss what the repercus¬ 
sions might be and how to deal with them. 

Abidin: To me, thb action, with all of ite mistakes, 
was just one of many within the anti-fasdst move¬ 
ment I think it’s just pure chance that no fascist had 
ever been kiUed prior to thb action. Actually, there 
should have been a discussion amon^ anti-fasebte 
much earlier about how to prevent undesired results. 
But better late than never. After aD of these experi¬ 
ences, it’s very important that all of us think about 
these things. 

Carlo: People need to be better organized, 1 guess. 
(Translated from Herzschbege Bulkfin #5) 



,.J\ Look Back continued from pag^S^ . 
to the trial, the defence attorneys agreed ftoOer&oss 
exanune fasebt witnesses or police investigators. In 
other words, the public would never team how police 
data on the suspects got leaked to the DL party 
newspaper, nor could evidence leading to possible 
mbconduct charges against the investigating police 

officers come to the surface. Andso, a deal was made: 

acquittalforErkan dueto health reasons, asuspended 
1 year sentence for the repentant and cooperative 
Bahrettin; a suspended 15 month sentence for Fatrna, 
the accompUce; and3 years in low-security detention 
for the “attackers”, Mehmet, Seyho, and Carlo. The 
two Germans stiD in hiding mightbe able to resurface, 
but the two Turks are still wanted on charges of 
murder. 

Justa handfulof people came to the raltyoubide 
the courthouse on the day the verdicts were read. In 
her deebion, J udge Eschenhagen lauded the efforts of 
legal anti-racist activists, but strongly condemned 
violence. A bitter slap in the face for the militant anti- 
fasebt movement It’s hard to saywhat defence strat¬ 
egy would have been best Of course, if everyone had 

kept their mouth shut there wouldn’t have been a 
trial. But things didn’t happen that way, and once the 
defendants were confronted with incriminating alle¬ 
gations and charged with murder, they dccidedto get 
out of trouble as best they could. A purely political 
defence was seen as being too rislty. 

Despite aO the frustrations from the first arrests 
in November 1993 to the sentencing of the accused 
anti-fasebte in Noverriber 1994, there b much to be 
happy about People facing several years in prison are 
now free, andan arrogant state prosecutor was forced 
to retreat But the cost of thb partial victory was high. 

Thcreare many lessons tobe teamed fromtheKaindl- 

Trial. The militant anti-fasebt movement should db- 
cuss these lessons and take them to heart 

Attack the fascists wherever they arcl 
No statements to the police! 
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Police Raids In Gottingen 

Stop State Terrorism! Fight Back! 


On Tuesday, Juty 5, 1994, spedal forces and 
other poKce units from the federal, stateand Gottingen 
police, supported by local police from neighbouring 
regions simultaneous^ stormed the homes of 17 
people. The searches were carried out agednst mem¬ 
bers of the Autonorrre Antifa (M). AU of the affected 

peojJe were fingerprinted and photographed after ttie 

searches. 

Rooms in tire student parliament building of the 
University of Gottingen, a bookstore, workplaces of 
die affected persons, and homes of their famiV'™™®**'' 
bers were also searched. On die following day, a 
printer and a former work place of a member of die 
Autonome Antifa (M) were searched. 

The searches were carried out iOegal^ in part 
Doors were broken open, a window smashed and 
private rooms of people unassociated widi the inves¬ 
tigation searched Nfany of the police officers were 

wearingbuQet-proof vests and had removeddiesafety 

on their guns. 

Quite a bit of material was seized in die raids, 
including several computers, sacks full of tiles and 
notebooks, and personal items. This action from die 
police represents one of die largest blows to autono¬ 
mist antifascfem in Germany to 

Approximately 1000 people (tix>k^ part in a 
protest and solidarity demonstration on Thursday, 
JuV 7, 1994, under the motto: State terrorism has 
continuity! Away with die ban of the PKK and odier 
Kurdish organizations! No criminalization of autono¬ 
mist resistance! The demonstration hadbeen calledto 
protest the political murder of HalimDener,aIOudfeh 
boy of 16 who wasshottodeathbvaplain ^otlvseq) 
police officer in Hannover on the night otJu^lt 1994 
while putting up a poster of a banned Kurdish orga¬ 
nization. It was also a solidarity demonstration witii 
the Autonome Antifa (M). 

A further solidarity demonstration took place on 
Saturday, July 16,1994. Approximately4000 people 
travelled from all over Germany to protestdie attempt 
to criminalize autono mist resistanc e. The massive 
police presence at the fdernosntiaifoS was met with 
paint bombs, tire crackers and stones, a strong signal 

thatthis attack fromthe state win not go unchallenged! 

Investigation accordingto paragraph 129a (pro¬ 
paganda for, support of, ormembership inaterrorist 
organization) have been running in Gottingen since 
the fan of 1991. 

The federal attorney, von Stahl, asserted at the 
time that investigation “against not yet knowm per^ 
sons from the autonomist scene in Gottingen on 
suspicion of being members in a terrorist organiza¬ 
tion" were being started (GT 24.12.1991) in relation 
to 52 attacks in the last ten years. These attacks were 
a hodge-podge mix in terms of goals, tactics, technical 
procedure and content A patient in the Gottingen 
psychiatric hospital was found to have been respon¬ 
sible for several of these attacks. This did not have any 
effect on the investigations, however. It became clear 
relative^; quickly that the investigations were being 
focussed on autonomist antifascists. 

The state police declared publicly in June 1992 
that the investigations according to paragraph 129a 
were abo directed against the Autonome Antifa (M). 
The state police (LKA) has aimed its investigation at 
a group that works in a legal and public realm to 
establish antifascfem as an important force in south¬ 


ern Lower Saxony. The strategy of the police 
consists, anxing oflicr things, of collecting 
press releases of tiie Autonome Antifrt (M) to 
gatiier fingerpri n ts, confiscating rental con¬ 
tracts for lecture rooms and vans used in 
demonstrations, observing group meetings 
and private homes, and tapping telephones. 


Grounds For Hie Seazches 

The Autonome Antifa was defined 

asa“crintinalorganizationaccordlngtopara- 

graph 129” in the search warrants and July 

5th press release from tile Celle police depart¬ 
ment The group is also charged with making 
“propaganda for tire terrorist organization 
RAF (Red Army Fraction) and having dose 
contact on several leveb to members of the 
RAP,chargesthatfall under paragraph 129a. 

There b no talkof the ori^nal 52 attacks 
that wetesupposed^bdng Investigated. They 
were simp^ a means for tiie state police to 
impose specuti conditions on the investigation, allow¬ 
ing them to use methods sudi as phone-tapping and 
observations. The crime that Autonome Antifrt (M) is 
charged with in order to define it as a “criminal 
organization” according to police is “violation of the 
assembV law'.Thb is a refercnceto the “blackblock, 
comprised of up to 800 peo^e... tiie impression of 
building a private army-- ur'd violation of the ban on 
uniforms.” 

The following quotation from a letter from the 

state attorney in CeBe to the dfy attorney in Gottingen 

from Match 9,1994, is worth noting in connection 
with these events. The letter refers to the mifitant 
action against tiie freefet bainitig centre of the FAP 
(Freiheitliche Arbeiterpartei Dcutschlands) and its 
functionary Karl Polacek: “The previous consider¬ 
ations and evaluations still support the suspicion that 
the action in Mackenrode was ^nned and carried 
out by the AA(M). The fact tiiat tiie AA(M) neither 
called nor cleumed responsibility for the action under 
its name, however, speaks againsttiiisconclusion.To 
date no one from tiie “core group” of the AA(M) can 
be brou^t in connection to this act That further 
investigations in this direction would bring rMulls is 
not clear. It is abo unprobable tiiat searches of tiie 
rooms of members of the AA(M) would bring any 
further clarity in tills matter.” Nevertheless, the search 
weuants for the raids on Juty 5,1994 were issued two 
days later by the state attorney in Celle. 

The Political Goal 

The politiezd goal of tiie investigation Is the 
examination and crinunalization of the Autonome 
Antifei (M) and its politics. The stated goal was to 
“collect evidence of tiie goab, strategy and tactics of 
this group as weO as tiie individual positions of its 
menibers within the group.” 

The state attorney’s office confirmed the politi¬ 
cal zissessment of the Autonome Antifa (M) in its own 
press release. The criminalization is aimed above all 
against its successful antifascist public and coalition 
politics. The coalition demonstrations against the 
fascist training centre in Mackenrode in 1988, 
Adelebsen in 1993, andNortheim in 1994 called by 
autonomists, labour unions, citizens’ initiatives, the 
Greens and the SPD (Social Democrats) have be¬ 



come an important part of antifascist culture in 
Gottingen and southern Lower Saxony. Through 
these demonstrations and other actions, antifascist 
politics have become accepted and anchored in wide 
circles in the population; 

PoliticalVt fhis attack from the state is logical. 
The political work of a group that names connections 
between fr»tismand imperialism, fights against them 
and that is successful in its public and coalition work 
clearly stands in opposition to the interests of the state. 

Antifa And The RAF 

In the last several years, the state has continu¬ 
ously attempted to sell the idea to the public that the 
Autonome Antifa (M) is the legeil arm of the RAF. 
Since at least the early1980’8, the state has attempted 
to link political movements like the peace or anti¬ 
nuclear movements with the RAF in order to mote 
heavily criminalize them. 

This is a political, notjuridicial tactic.The asser¬ 
tions like the following fromthe Lower Saxony interior 
minister are absurd. He argued in the 1994 Defense 
of the Constitution Report that the Bahncard (dis¬ 
count card for train travel) found in the backpack of 
Birgit Hogefeld, the RAF member arrested in Bad 
Kleinen in June 1994, hadbeen bought in Gottingen 
and thus, logically, the autonomist antifascists must be 
supporting the RAF. 

This line appeared again in the state attorney’s 
press release regarding the searches in Gottingen: the 
Autonome Antifa (M) is “...a group in the anti-impe¬ 
rialist spectrum. Therefore, the Autonome Antifa (M) 
maintains on several leveb close contact to members 
of the terrorist RAF.” Thb pitiful, smaU-minded logic 
has a single goal: to descredit, isolate and finally to 
destroy autonomist antifeecist resistance. The state is 
attempting to prevent the organization and establish¬ 
ment of a wide antifascist movement in wide circles in 
society. 

The State Apparatus And Nazis 

While investigations have been being carried 
out against anti-fascists since Fall 1991, fascists - like 
the FAP functionary Thorsten Hebe - have been able 
to increase their activities, and that under the noses of 
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FORBIDDEN ART 


Anti-Fascist Art Brochure Banned In Gottingen 


Inthe fallof 1991, a scries of invcsfigatiotrs were 
started in the German city of GotHngeh concerning 

die law Paragraph 129a (propaganda for.support for, 

formation of, or membership in a terrorist organiza¬ 
tion). The reason for these investigations were 52 
unsolved anti-fascist attacks which were carried out in 
ttie Gottingen region since 1981.Thcstate prosecutor’s 
office in CcHc (GSA) formed a special commission 
with Lower Scotty’s crimined justice departmerrt 
(LKA), theSoKo 606, which wassupposedto “solve” 

flicsc attacks. It soon became clear that tire cops were 

focussing their investigations on autonomist anti- 
In August 1992, tiw first scries of house rakb 
were carried out in connection with the 129a investi¬ 
gations in Gottingen, Osterode, and Berlin. The 
searches turned up nothing and no criminal proceed¬ 
ings were launched. Anotiier raid in Novcnribcr 1992 
in Uken on the house of an anti-fascist linked to tire 


event showed the remains of the Weiterstadt prison 
which had been blown up by a RAF commando in 
March of that year. 

Investigatioiie Against Antonome Antifa (M) 

Besides tire 129/129a investi^tions directed 
against Autonome Antifa (M), there is now also a 
separate 129a investigation underway against tire 
inibshop ‘Buchladen Rote Strasse’ bccarec they sold 
a pamphlet entitled “Selected Historical Documente: 
Federal Republic of Germany - Red Army Fraction", 
which was published by GNN-Verlag and which is 
now diculating in its 6th edition, and because tire 



now diculating in its 6th edition, and because me 

infoshopaHeSysoldphotocopiesofaRAFcommu- ofthe state apj^ratus with teOdoW9Mexhtoition 
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Hie Big Anti-Antifa Raid 

In June 1992, it first was made pubUc that the 
129a investigations were directed against the organi¬ 
zation Autonome Antifa (M), whose name was con¬ 
tinually mentioned in connection with tire investiga¬ 
tions. On June 5-6/94, the GSA-CeBe and the LKA let 

tire cat outof tire bag. The homesof 17 people charged 

with being meirrbers of Autonome Antifa (M) were 

laideeLTheraidswerenotontycarriedoutinGottingen, 

but also in various places in tire states of Lower 
Saxony, Hessen, and North Rhine-Westphalia. The 
Students Association (AStA) office at Gottingen Uni- 

versitywasalso raided, as wastheinfoshop Buchlarten 

Rote Strasse’, a graphic design studio, and a printing 
shop. A total of 30 searches were carried out, the 
largest anti-Antifa raid ever in tire Federal Republic of 
Germany. But these raids were no longer concerned 
with explaining the 52 attacks or claims of the forma¬ 
tion of a terrorist organization. These cops were 
suddenly silent about these accusations. The charges 
now were based on Paragraph 129 (formation of a 
criminal organization) and Autonome Antifa (M)’s 
violation of public asseirbty laws. Some of these 129 
investigations are also 129a investigations. Now tire 
claim was also being made that Autononre Antifa (M) 
were in direct contact with the R/\F, which is a pure 
state propaganda lie. The 129a accusations are largely 
directed at the spreading of one KuK (Kunst und 
Aa/nM Art and Struggle) poster by alleged members 

ofAutononreAntifa 
(M). This poster 
was used to publi¬ 
cize an Autonome 
Antifa (M) event 
held on May 6/93. 
Speakers at the 
event, besides 
Autoirome Antifa 
(M), included two 
former RAF-pris- 
oners, Gisela Dutzi 
and Gunter 
Sonnenberg, as 
well as the editors 
of the rrewspaper 
1 “clockwork 129a”. 
The poster for the 


no ctiiiiiii.ilizutian of 
the Aiitaiioiiic Antifa (liV 


nique which had already appesued in a nearly com¬ 
plete form in several daity newspapers. In November 
1994, tire people who nm tire ittioshop were charged 

with 129a, spreading propaganda for the RAF. 

Shortty before Christmas 1994, lawyers repre¬ 
senting the 17 people charged with membership in 
Autonome Antifa (M) were serrt huge boxes witir 31 

files ftomtheGSA-CeIle.Thefilcsshowcd the massive 

amount of observs^n which had been carried out in 
Gottingen over the last three years. These rUctated 
serious violations of individual privacy, telephone 


in the lobby of the Jung Theater in Gottingen. The 
exhibition displayed posters which had been banned 
by the political police, oil paintings, and pictures of 
various agit-prop actions from 1983-1994. These 
agit-prop actions were mostly street-theater perfor¬ 
mances, such as those which have become traditional 

in Gottingen every October3,Germany’s Reunification 

Day. The exhibition was entitled “Forbidden Art”, 
and a speefal 60-page Brochure documenting the 

iBegalKuKpostcisfroml985-1994was published for 
the event. A text accompanying the exhibition is n<w 


serious violations of individuai privacy, teleptione ineevcni.«iexia«.«.uH°..y...»- --- 
tapping, observations, research into peoples’ private partofa 129ainvestigation(p.opagandaforaterronst 
lives,etc.These31filesaieontythetipoftiieiceberg. or^nization). 
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There are several more boxes full of files not released 

bytheCeOe authorities, prcsumabtybecause they are 

not relevant to tiiis case. After looking at tile files, it is 

now clear tiie number of peopJe being accused of 
membership in Autonome Antifa (M) has risen from 
17 to at least 25. 

New 129a Investigatioiie 

In January 1995, new 129a investigations were 
launched. In adcUtion to the separate charges filed 
against the infoshop and the 25 criminalized persons 
accused of membership In Attionome Antifa (k^, 
tiiere is now an investigation underway of the anti- 
fascistcultural initiative *Kunst und Kampf (KuK), Art 
and Strtggle. The LKA’s reasons for tiiis are a Bro¬ 
chure produced by KuK for an exhibition which took 
place in Gottingen on October 9/94 entitled “Forbid¬ 
den Art”. This crimirwlization of KuK’s art fe tmly 
unique for Germany. 

The KuK Initiative was formed in the earty-80s 
in connection witii tiie German autonomist and anti- 
impierialist movements. Starting in1985, KuKposters, 
oil paintings, and actions were continually banned. 
The housesearches, confiscations, and investigations 
have continued to this day. Even the 
•Verfassungsschutz’ (VS), the Federal Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution, keeps its eyes on KuK. 

For example, in the chapter entitled“Autonoittisls” in 

the 1991 Lower Saxony state VS report there is a line 
which reads: “Several ‘anti-fascist struggle’ initiatives 
have arisen from this scene in Gottingen. These are 
closely connected to tiie ‘KuK Initiative’.” 

So it’s no surprise that during Germany’s big- 
gest-ever anti-Antifa raid on June 5-6/94 the cojm 
were espedaily interested in objects bearing KuK s 
logo. In total, more than 200 KuK posters were 
confiscated. 

Hie “Forbidden Art” Eidilbition 

TheKuK wanted to publicly expose the methods 


Subpoenas And Investigations 

Two people accused of membership in 
Autonome Antifa (M) and three pieople from the 
infoshop ‘Buchladen Rote Strasse’ have been issued 
subpoenas by the LKA in coryunction with the KuK 
investigation. LKA agents have also been showing up 

atalocalgraphicsdesignstudio.Already,the linesof 

argumentation” used by the LKA and the GSA sound 
very similar to those used by the Nazis when tiiey 
started banning art. All art, on account of its style and 
■ content, is to be banned which does not conform with 
the state’s ideab. Anyone who thinks that’s bullshit is 
advised to take a look at the images documented in 
KuK’s “Forbidden Art” brochure. 

The right-wing police and justice department 
operations have been supported by Lower Saxony’s 
justice minister, HeidiAlm-Merk, and Lower Saxony s 
interior minister, Gerhard Glogowski, both of whom 
are members of the social denxxaratic party SPD. 

Paragraph 129a is an old weapon to be de¬ 
ployed in politically-motivated repression in Ger¬ 
many. In this case, it’s a means of criminalizing and 
destroying the anti-fascist movement but we will not 
be silenced by the state’s actions. The KuK exhibition 
will, as planned, becoming a travelling exhibition in 
Germany and in neighbouring countries, and the 
accompanying brochure can still be ordered. 

Long live antagonistic anti-fascist cultutol 

KuK, late January 1995 

The brochure “Forbidden Art” can be ordered for 10 
DM at 

KuK c/o Buchladen Rote Strasse 
Rote Streisse 10 
37073 Gottingen 
Germany 







AntiX TermiMi Reunification Riots In Bremen 


The German authorities did all could to v 

keep eveivthing peaceful and happy dtiring the‘T'la- c 

tional Unity Fesitivar in Bremen leist weekend, but < 
despite aD their draconian measures, left-wiirg au- 1 
tonomist youttis successfully disrupted the nationalist 
spectacle whkh was designed to celebrate four years < 

of German reunihcation. I 

Theweekbefote^eplannedfestival,tfieBremen t 
interiorministrybannedaUdenronstrafionsinttecity I 
fromOctoberl-3.Despltelegalappeab,thisbanwas i 
upheld by tire courts. In addition to the ban on aD i 
demonstrations, heavy police repression was also 
supposedtodbsuadeleftistsfromtakingtostreets.An 
anti-nuclear movement bookshop was raided and 
telephones and fax machines were confiscated. And 
on Sunday, October 2, police stormed into a local 
activist meetitrg and smashed furniture and comput¬ 
ers and arrested 70 people who were aUeged^ plan¬ 
ning ways of going ahead with the next day’s banned 
demonstration. In response to this police action, some 
300 people rioted in one of Bremen’s shopping 
<Ustrict5 throughout the night Several store winrkrws 
were smashed, a supermarket was looted, and at least 

10 luxury cars were torched. 

Afew hours later, autonomists fromcities across 
Germeitry began arriving in Bremen. In an attempt to 
enfore ^ court’s ban on aD derrxrnstrations, more 
than 2,500 police were on the streets in Bremen, 
including BGS border patrol units and masked SEK 
special commandos. Water cannons and riot police 
blocked the streets where the banned derr»nstration 
was supposed to start from, but despite die heavy 
poUce mobilization, people were able to group to¬ 
gether near Bremen’s main train station, and soon a 
demonstration of more than 1,500 people, led by a 

the police. Furthermore, the state pofice has taken 
over the work of the “anti-Antifa.’’ 

The state poDce used, for example, the possibil¬ 
ity in 1993 to inform the fascist Hans-Michael Fiedler 
about the demonstration being planned agednst him 
and his training centre in Adelebsen on March 20, 
1993. Fiedler is known as one of the founders of the 
“anti-Antifa.’’ (Documentation to the Demonstration 
in Adelebsen/Gdttingen, Autonome Antifa (M), May 
1993). 

The city-wide known Nazi ttiug. Bode, was 
visited by the state police in 1993 and questioned for 
information on the autonomist scene. He was called 
to press charges against an anti-fascist in relation to a 
fight that he initiated in 1990. During die trial on 
January 13,1994, in Gottingen, two witnesses - also 
Nazis - blabbered openly about the visit from the state 
poDce. They also admitted to having attacked the anti¬ 
fascist, who was declared not guilty {GdUinger 
Drucksache, January 21,1994). 

The Lower Saxony FAP functionary Thorsten 
Heise was taken into protective custody shortly before 
the demonstration against him in June 1994 in 
Northeim and then released shortty before the anti- 
Antifa raids in Gottingen July 5,1994). 

The Struggle Continues! 

The state attorney’s office reported in the press 
in1992that if someone openly appeared as a member 
of the AutonomeAntifa (M) ata lerfurcorotherevent. 


women/lesbian block, headed off towards die Con 
gress Center where diancellor Ifalmut Kohl and hun 
dreds of politicians and capitalists were celebrating 
four years of “Great Germany”. 

After about two hours, this initial demonstration 
dispersed, suid, surprisingly, riot police forces pulled 
beKik, presumabtytoslren g dientheirprotection around 
die Congress Center.Scizingthis opportunity, several 
hundredpeoptequiddyregroupedand ^1^ 

marched off tounufds Bremen's busi¬ 
ness districL On die wi^, election plac¬ 
ards were tom down and shop windows 
were smashed. As riot police stiU had not 

gotten reorganized, groups of maskedyouihs headed 
off in front of the demonstration and attacked several 
banks and shops. Outside the Deutsche Bank, two 
plaincbthes officers were beaten down and their 
radios were smashed. In all, around 12 cops were 
irjured. By the time police units were able to move in, 
several hundred thousand DM in damage had oc¬ 
curred. The police were eventually able to iiqure at 
least 3 people and make274 arrests, butaOof these 
people were released from police cjustody on Monday 
nighLThose arrested maybe charged with “{xartidpa- 
tion in an illegal demonstration”. 

In addition to tiie illegal demonstration to the 
CongessCenterandttie powerful Wile riot in Bremen’s 
banking district, autonomists also successfully dis¬ 
rupted the government-sponsored “Volksfest* in file 
old city center. Speakers were shouted down, small 

demonstrations drded file town square shouting anti- 
Germanslogans, andaGerman flag wee torched. The 
scene was made cvenmore pafiietlc by the futile 
attempts by riot police to intervene. Because of the 
sheer nunfaer of peofJe bi the square, they were 

she or he would be arrested for being a member of a 

terrorist organization immediatety. The Autonome 

Antifa (M) has not let iteelfbeintira^tedbytiiis threat 

and has organized dozens of talks since then. Even 
after the searches it wUl continue with its strategy of 
doing open antifascist work. At the moment, the 
AutonomeAntifa is In the process of reorganizing 
Hs technical and material infrastructure and wiU in no 
case do file state the favor of going underground or 
disappearing in poDtical listlessness. The Autonome 
Antifa (M) wiD continue to oppose the criminalization 
offensively andopenty. Ifthc state wants to criminalize 
the Autonome Antifa (M), tt wiU have to do that itself 
and in aD pubDdty. 

The question is if the state doctrine of “a strong 
doctrine” wiD prevail and every emancipatorlal im¬ 
pulse is destroyed or if It is possible fa fight back 
ag2unstthisattzik.Everyoneforwhomanti-fascismis 
not simply an empty word is caDed fa stand together! 

r 

Against The Splitting Of 

1 The Anti-Fasdst Resistance! 

> NoCriminalizatlonOfAutonoinistAnti-Fascism! 

i Stop The Proceedings Against Anti-Fascists! 

Immediate Return Of The Confiscated Materialk 

Up With AntirFasdst Solidarity! 



*1 


unable to ad. AD they really did ^ 

via& scare away tourists and the nice 
German famiUes who had come to watch the festival. 
PoUce became cspecialty tense when they realized 
that German president Ifaman Herzog was inside a 
church service right in ttie very middle of aD the chaotic 
festival disruptions. When Herzog came outside, he 
wasshouted down and petted with projectiles. Around 
40 plaincbthes poUce officers furiously lashed out at 
peopb in order to clear a path through the mass of 
demonstrators. Herzog, clearly distrubed by aU the 
anti-German chaos, then broke off his visit fa Bremen 
earty and flew home. 

Despite attempts to play down the disruptions, 
aU of Germany’s major newspapers made mention of 
fire fad that riots and disruptions (and bad weather) 
had clearly plagued Germany’s day of nationalist 
cebbration. Autonomists (or “nihiUsts" or “criminals” 
or “viotent vagabonds”, depending on what paper 
you read) had succcssfuDy pushed though their pro¬ 
tests and disruptions, despite the fad that all protests 
hadbeen declared illegal and that demonstrators were 
weU outnumbered by poUce. In addition to the high 
costs of organizing and protecting the unity festival, 
Bremen city officials were teft with an additionalbill of 
more than half a milUon DM to clean up the mess. 

Never Again Germany!! 


I’ 


Gottingen, July 20,1994 

Autonome Antifa (M) organized in the Anti-Fascist 
Action/Nation-Wide Organization (AA/BO) 
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August 13-21,1994: 

German Fascist Mobilixation Fails 


Anti-Fascist News Briefs 


On August 17, 1987, Hitler’s deputy Rudolf 

Hess hunghimselfinhisceBinthe war diminab prison 

in Bcrlin-Spandau. Ever since then, August 17 has 
been a day of fascist mobilizations in Germany. In 
1991 and1992, fascist marches numbered more ttian 
2,000 people. In 1993, despite a ban on aU Hess 
memorial activities, more than 500 fascists from 
across Europe marched through the city of Fulda and 
mceived world-wide media attention. Police did not 
move in to break up tire march, instead they focussed 
their etrergy on detaining anti-fascists on the toads 
and hij^rways leading to Fukfa. In 1994, flie fascists 
hoped to build on faeir past successes by organizing 
a “national action wecl^ from August 13-21. 

The main organizers of this mobilization were 
Christian Worch (ML) from Hamburg, EwaldAWians 
(AVO) in Munich in Munich, Noibert Weidner (FAP) 
in Bonn, and Amulf Priem (GdNF) in Berlin. The 
fasdsis, however, failed ittiserably. 

The fascist mobilization tacfic was to file pemuts 

for demonstrations in as many cities as posstole, with 

tire hope that one or more would slip past tiie authori¬ 
ties and not be banned. When 
this approach failed, however, 
tire fasdsts decided to try a demo 

across tiie border. On Saturday, 

August 13, around 100 German 

neo-nazis tried to hold a raDy in front 

of tire German etribassy in Luxem¬ 
burg. Police moved in almost imme¬ 
diately. The ortty rn^faJziSmS^^'*® 

year were the faccpmsurprscd'i 

who arc rtever be^terrby^ertifan cops, 
getting rushed by polKS. Within a few min¬ 
utes, dozens of nazis were handcuffed on tire 
ground and the “Skinheads march for Rudolf 
Ffess" banner and tire neo-nazi FAP party plac¬ 
ards were tossed into the garbage. 

Determined to avoid yet another interna¬ 
tional media scandal, German police were out in full 
force on the weekend of August 13. In addition to the 
100 arrests in Luxettiburg, another250 fascists were 
arrested at police roadblocks across Germany. Stock¬ 
piles of weapons andNS propaganda werescized. On 
Saturday, August 20, police made another 24 arrests 
as fascists tried once more to mobilize. In the end, 
however, their national week of action was a total 
failure. 

In addition to thousands of police, thousands of 
anti-fascists across Germany were also mobilized 
fromAugust 13-21 in a decentralized campaign called 
“Aktion ’94". The campaign was organized by tire 
national organization Anti-Fascist Action (AA/BO) 

and was supported by several local groups as well as 

the socialist political party PDS. The goal of the 
campaign was to organize several re^ocral anti-fascist 
events in order to thwart any fascist attempts to 
mobilize. In Bonn,300 people demonstrated near the 
home of FAP leader Norbert Weidner. Riot police 
prevented demonstrators from reaching Weidner’s 
home. Weidner himself wee busy getting himself 
arrested in Luxemburg. In Leipzig, close to 1,000 
people took part in an anti-fascist derrxjnstration 
through the city’s center. In Bremen, police attacked 
an anti-fascist information stand and made two dozen 
arrests. The reason: if all nazis demos were banned for 
that day, then all antifa demos must likewise be 


stopped. There were demonstrations in several other 
cities as well, and small blockades of fascist sfructres 
in Hamburg and Frankfurt 

The biggest Aktion ’94 nx>bilizati6n took place 
in Berlin, where anti-fasdsts targeted the home of 
Amulf Winfried Priem, one of the key organizers in 
Gerrtrany’s nation-wide fascist movement with a long 

history of far^right activity. Priem was jailed for fascist 

activity in flie DDR in 1965, but he was considered a 
“political prisoner" by tire West German government, 
who bought his freedom and allowed him to settle in 
West Berlin. In Berlin, Priem quickly became active in 
fascist organizing witir the h^DAP/AO, and he devel¬ 
oped dose ties wifliAmericanGary “Gerhard” Lauck. 
More recently, Priem has been active in several now- 
banned fascist parties (DA, NF, NA etc.), and is a key 
figure within the fascist organization GdNF. What’s 
trxjre, despite havit^ eui arrest record for fascist 
political activity, Priem is a liscenced gun-owner and 

heregularlyoffersweaponstrainingforyoungfascists. 

Priem was also sighted in Vienrra in Decertiber 1993, 
when a series of letterbombings were carried out W 

neo-nazis in Austria. Priem is knoryn to have close ties 

to those persons arrested in 
’ connection with the 
letterbombings. 

According to the AA/BO, it is 
imporfant to point out that far^right 

violence isn’tjustflie workofa“teowr*- 

shirt mob", but rather tirat there are 
important irrdividual leaders behind fas- 
dstterror activity. Onesuch leader is Amulf 
Priem, who lives at Osloerstrassc 15 in Berlin- 
Wedding. In an attempt to expose Priem to the 
media, and to his swrounding community, a 
demonstration was organizal on Saturday, August 
13, which was supposed to end at Priem’s house. A 

courtorder, however, banned thisscctionofthe demo 

route. More than 1,000 people took part in the 
deriKjnstration, which was accompanied by several 
hundred riot police. Two water cannons blocked the 
street leading to Priem’s house, and at least six anti¬ 
fascists were arrested, and a few others ir^ured, in a 
scuffle which broke out as demonstrators tried to 

move past the police roadblock. The police presence, 

however, was too overwhelming, and the demo had 
to stop short of Hs goal 

Despite tire fact that he had the protection of 
several hundred Berlin riot police, Priem and two 
dozen young nco-rrazis gathered on the roof of his 
house armed with slingshots and molotov cocktails. 
After a TV cameraman was hit in the head with a 
slingshot blast, police stormed the house and arrested 
Priem and 24 other fascists. Priem is now being 
charged with “building an armed gang”. 

Considering the fact that Priem has lived for 
years in safety and security, with the police turning a 
blind eye to his fascist activity, H is largely due to this 
recent anti-fascist nxjbiSzation against Priem that 
action has finally been taken against him. this tactic 
has been successful elsewhere as wcIL In Northeim 
near Gottingen, the group Autonome Antifa (M) 
organized a demo of close to3,000 people outside the 
home of FAP leader Thorsten Heise in June of this 

ycar.Hcisewasthcmainorganizerofthe 1993 Rudolf 
Hess march in Fulda, and he has had an uncanny 
ability to be involved in violent fascist activity without 



On June 28, 1994, the trial against Wiesbaden 
anti-fascist Gunther ended with a guilty verdict 
and a heavy sentence: 2 years in prison without 
parole. Gunther was accused of involvement in a 
January 1993 attack on members of the outlawed 
neo-nazi party Deutsche Altcrtnative (DA). 
During this action, a few fascists were lightty 
injured and their cars were damaged. Gunther 
was arrested at a police roadblock and then held ! 
in pi-cvcntivc detention for five months before 
being released on bail. Despite not having any 
witnesses, the prosecution was able to use 
crircumstancial evidence to get the openly right- 
wing judge to hand down a conviction and a stiff 
sentence. Gunther’s defence lawyers are plan¬ 
ning an appeal... The far-right wing of the Italian 
neo-fascist party National Alliance (AN) has ] 

broken off to forma separate, more extreme party. 
Around 80 National/Uliance menbers, under the 
leadership of Milan journalist Domenico Leccisi, 
recently founded the National Opposition 
Movement (MON). “We are and always will be 
fascists,” said Leccisi. Unlike the National AIB- 
ance, which calls itself “post-fascist", the MON 
intends to represent Italy’s “real fascists” (jW).., A 
group calling itself the Armed Anti-Berlusconi 

Unit has claimed responsibility for 8 firebomtoings | 
on department stores owned by Italy’s right-wing 

political leaderSihrio Bcrlusconi.Stores owned by 
Berlusconi were attacked in Rome, Milan, Flo¬ 
rence, Brescia, Trento,, and Modena (BZj... If j 
you’rea right-wing extremist in Germany and you 
carryoutaviolentattackagainstleftistsorforeign- 
ers, chances are you’U never go to jail. According 

to official figures recentty releasedby the German 
government, out of a total of 23,318 far-right 
attacks, onty 2,191 resulted in court decisions. 
Mote than 16,000 cases were dropped before a 
decision could be rendered. Of these racist at¬ 
tacks, 95 were murders, 1,343 were cases of 
assault, and at least 344 were arson attacks 
/AZ?;...On Saturday, July9,1994, morethan900 
neo-nazis held a concert and meeting in the East 
German town of Rudersdorf, 10km outside of 
Berlin. The event was billed as a “guitar concert” 
by a well-known far-right figure, Frank Rennicke. 
When the mayor of the town passed by the hall 
where the event was to take place and realized j 
what was happening, he telephoned police offi¬ 
cials. After a long delay, 100 police arrived on the 
scene, but they looked on passively and did not 
intervene. During the concert, songs with out¬ 
lawed racist and fascist texts were sung, and 
literature from outlawed fascist organizations was 
distributed. Uniformed members of the n^-nazi 
FAP and NPD parties were also present. It is still 
unclear whether the gathering was a regiorral or 
international cverrt, but at least carload of fascists 
from The Netherlands was spotted... In the sum¬ 
mer of 1994, a court in Mannheim handed down 
a 1-ycar probation sentence against Holocaust 
denier and NPD neo-nazi leaderGunterDcckert. 
Apart from the very mild sentence, severe criti¬ 
cism has been voiced against the trial s right-wing 
judge, Rainer Ortlet. In sentencing Dcckert, the 
presiding judge stated that Deckert, who calls the 
calculated slaughter of Jews in Nazi death camps 
like Auschwitz a historical lie, had a justified 
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Firebombing In Berlin 

Solidarity Movement Store Destroyed 


During Ae night of January 14-15/95, a left- 
wing store caDed the ‘Einc-Wclt-Ljden’ in the 
BenzIauerBergsection ofEast Berlin was firdxrnibed. 
This shop, which is run by the autonomist infoshop 
‘Baobob’, was a project of the Third World solidarity 

movemenL The store soldcbthingandoftrer products 
produced by collectives in devebping countries as a 
means of bettering the living and workirrg conditions 
of peopb in the so-called Third World. 

There is no doubt that the fire was the result of 
an arson attack. The entire store was destroyed, 
causing at least25,000 DM in damage. There are still 
no concrete leads concerning those respottsibb for 


the attacKbut many peopbfceithatthe neo-naziFAP 
party was respon^b. The FAPs strongest presctKe 
in Berlin is in Prenzbuer Berg. 

Both file ‘Ene-Wclt-Laden’ and ‘Baobob’ were 
listed in the anti-Antifa manual ‘T3er Bnblicl/’ which 
was published cbndestincly by German rreo-rrazis in 
November 1993. This manuzd was a list of left-wing 
individuals find projects whidi were deemed anti- 
German and decbred m targets by Germany’s mili¬ 
tant fascist movement “These centres, cafes, and 
other persons listed by us can be the be^nnings of 
operations by local anti-Antifa groups.” 

(Source: SpinnenNetz) 


Police Arrest 197 Neo-Nazis 


On Saturday, November 5,1994, close to 200 
neo-nazis gathered in a restaurant in the Weilimdotf 
suburb just outside the German city of Stuttgart The 
meeting was sui^josed to be an organizational event 
designed to establish a new far-right politiceJ associa¬ 
tion. Police learned of plans forthe event throu^ state 
agents and infiltrators in the far-ri^t scene. The 
leader of the fa^right FAP party, Fricdhelm Busse, 

wets arrested at Stuttgart train station on his way to the 

meeting. At the restaurant itself, the event’s organizer. 
Axel Ffeinzmann, drew a knife and wounded one 
officer as the police arrived to shut down the event 
After tire nazis started throwing beer botties and 
ghsses, police fired tear gas into tire restaurant and 
riot police quickly arrested all 197 fasdsis attending 
the meeting. All were soon released, however, with 


the exception of Fbinzmattn and one other fascist 
who are being charged wittr rtssauH. 

Saturday’s fascist organizing event was most 
Bkely mobiliz^ via the structures of the outlawed 
NSDAP/AOandtiieGdNF.whidihavestartingattew 
form of organizing whidr involves loose associations 
of individuals and which avoids formal organizational 
structures. The same Is true for the militant FAP, 
whbh used to be Germany’s largest treo-nazi organi¬ 
zation. The FAP re<*ntly disbanded all of ils local 
chapters and is now a party in name only. The new 
organizational method being utilized by the far-right, 
and tire planned topb for discussion at Saturday’s 
failed meeting in Stuttgart, is the formation of 
Kameradschatten - groups of fascist comrades. 

(Source: jun^ WeH) 


German neo-nazis being deported from Luxembourg after faded Hess rally. 


getting arrested. Three days before the Gottingen 
demo, however, he was arrested andtaken into police 
custody after information about him became widely 
spread in the media and in the community where he 
lived. 

But the goalof Aktion ’94 is not, of course, to call 
for more police action against nazis. The idea is to 
expose fascist structures to both the general public 
and media, but also to the left-radical movement as 
well. By making an anti-fascist offensive, the fascists 
are then pushed onto the defensive. By exposing 
fascist structres, they then become open to attack. (In 


April of this year, for example, Priem’s car was burnt 
out and desftoyed.) Anti-feecism has to be more than 
just responding to fascist pogroms and racist murders. 
It needs to be an offensive form of politics which aims 
not on V at the fascist structrues which organize fascist 
violence, but also at the system itself which tolerates 
fascist activityand which creates aracist social climate 
that albws such activity spread. 

Uncover and attack flic fascist structnresl 
To struggle against fascism means to struggle 
against flie imperialist and patriarchal system! 


Anti-Fascist News Briefs 


interest” in resisting ‘claims tiiat have been con¬ 
tinually been raised against Germany as a result 
of the Holocaust”. Never in Germany’s post-war 
history has a judge made such a callous remark, 
almost trivializing Germany’s slaughter of more 
tiian 6 million Jews, Roma and Sinti, and others 
during the Nazi period. The head of Germans/s 
Jewish community, Ignatz Bubis, has stated that 
the judge’sremark is very dangerous, because it 
legitimizes and gives support to the growing far- 
right intellectual nwvement in Germany. Bubis 
also once again called on the German parliament 
to enact a new law making the so-called 
“Auschwitz Lie”acriminal offence. Under present 
statues, neo-nazis like Decker! can be indicted for 
preaching hatred against a population group, but 
stating thatthe Holocaust is a lie is not necessari^ 
a criminal offetKc in and of itself. (Germany's 
Supreme Court eventually overturned the 
MannheimcourfsrulingaiKlordered that Decker! 
be given a harsher sentence.)... After near^ five 
decades of existence, it now looks like the Italian 
neo-fascist party Italian Social Movement 
(MSI) will dissolve itself and join the National 
Alliance, the right-wing alliance formed nine 
months ago by NGI-leader Fini. The National 
Alliance is part of ItaVs jwesent governing coa¬ 
lition. Another leading MSl-meniber, Sevelie, 
stated that a conference of representatives from 
the party’s 250,000 meiribers in January 1995 

would decide the MSFsfate. The NKI was founded 
in ItaV In 1946 by supporters of the fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini (ND)... On Sunday, 
August 21, 1994, the leaders of the far-right 
Republikaner Partei and the neo-nazi DVU 
party, former SS-officer Franz Schonhuber 
and Gerhard Frey, met to discuss plans to form 
an alliance between the two parties. The fascists 
discussed plans to avoid competing against one 
another in upcoming elections. In a joint state¬ 
ment, the Republikaner and DVU leaders called 
on the German far-right to form a “right-wing 

blockagainst tile red popular front”.Sch6nhuber’s 
meeting with Frey has been criticized by many 
Republikaner members who fear ties with the 
DVU will harm the Republikaner Partei’s vote 
potential. The DVU and the Republikaner com¬ 
bined have a total of 47,(XX) official members... 
In September, an asylum-seeker from Ghana 
was brutally attacked by skinheads and thrown 
from a moving S-Bahn train in East Berlin. None 
of the nice German citizens who witnessed the 
attack bothered to inform anyone about what 
had happiened, so the man lay unconscious by 
the train tracks all night long. police search in 
vain for the suspects, the man is still in hospital 
with half a leg amputated. On Saturday, October 
8, fascist skinheads went on another rampage in 
East Berlin S-Bahn trains, this time in groups of 
10-20. A man from Mozambique was hospital¬ 
ized. Another man had his bike thrown off the 
train and was himself nearly pushed outside 
when a young woman intervened and caused the 
skinheads to flee. In all, five people were inj ured, 
and three were hospitalized. Now, authorities in 
Berlin have called in more than 400 BGS federal 
border police to temporarily patrol certain S- 
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Fascism - Never Again! 

statement ©oneeming An Action Against 
The Danish National Soolallst Nlovement 


Today WB have made an actiot| against the 
headquarters of the BNSB (Danish National Socialist 
Movement) at Hundige Strandv^ 153 outside 

Copenhagen, by throwing anoceanofpainfcombsat 

tfre house. 

Until now there has probabV not been much 
Iffiowledge about who was living in the house, but it’s 
no bngerthis way because their phoneoumber is now 

written on the wafl next to the foolish painting of a 
Kni^ with the Danish flag. 

Theaiyan house is no longer white, but as multi- 
colouied as die world around them! 

The nazi-thugs have now serious^ made dieir 

praxb clear by attacking the local Pakistani grocery, 

and we do dare to promise that this will not be die last 

time we pay the master race a visit in dieir bunker. 

And furthermore - we do also dare to encourage 


eveiybod^ else to pay them a visit in any way it suits 
dieir temperament! 

We dedicate today’s action to the 7 anti-fascists 
who at this moment stand before the court in Berlin, 
chaiged with die killing of the neo-nazi functionary 
Gerhaid Kaindl from the nazi-party Deutsche Liga. 
This is a show-trial in order to criminalize the work of 
anti-fascists and we demand that the prisoners be 
released immediately! 

Gerhard Kaindl Was No Victim! 

pree The Berlin 71 

Fight Fascism Here And Now! 

October 30,1994 

(Source: ECN-DK “The Danbh Connection "J 


**Junge Frelheit” Attacked 


On December 4,1994, “revolutionary lesbiarV 
women's ^oups and other revolutionary groups 
carried out a series of attacks agerinst the far^ri^t 
German newspaper Junge Freiheit In Berlin, a kiosk 
which has consistent^ refused to stop selling die 
paper, as well as two trucks bebnging to a firm 


KM Ubuiuuui^ Ul« eewsw. - 

And in the East German city of Weimar, die printing 

^ S m t . . _ _- tt- ■■ ^ 


was fir^tribod as wel PrwiousV, Ssb containing 
the neunes and addresses of all die newspaper’s 
subscribers were stolen and distributed to various 
anti-fascist groups. 

JungeFreiheit, which portrays itself as arcspect- 
able conservative newspaper, is actually one of the 
mostsignifreant ideologicalorgans of Germany’s neo- 


fascist and revisionist movementi Despite thfe well- 

established fact, a group of inteilectuab andpoliticans 
“fromthe entire politicalspectrum’’ bsuedastatement 
condcmningtheatiackasanassaulton freespeech . 

Theaudiorsofdiestatement,whoincludedFrankfurfs 
directorofmulti-culturalaffairs and Green member of 

die European Parliament, Daniel Cohn-Bendit, 
dubbed die attack as “hfetorkalV ignorant” and said 
those responsible had no ri^t to call themselves anti- 
fasebts. 

Be that as it may, the attack was a definite 
success. OfRciab fromUnion Druckerei, who suffered 
more thanone miOionDM in damages fromthe attack, 
have announced plans to cancel-their contract with 
Junge Freiheit 

(Source; junge Weh) 


Anti-Fascist. News Briefs 


...coatlaaed irom previous page 
Bahn train lines... A group of refugees from Sri 
Lanka were overcome by flood waters as they 
tried to enter Germany from Poland via the 
Neisse River recently. At leastb bodies have so far 
been discovered along the banks of the river. 
According to two survivors, a group of at least 22 
Tamib attempted the dangerous crossing late 
one night in August 1994. That means at least 10 
refugees arestill missing,possibVdrowned. Refu¬ 
gees and asylum-seekers wbhing to enter Ger¬ 
many have been forced to resort to dangerous 
nightime river crossings, because the German- 
Polbh border b now heavily patrolled by armed 
bands of BGS federal border police. Several 
“illegaP immigrants arrested at the border have 
reported severe harassment while in BGS cus¬ 
tody. Germany aboUshed Hs constitutional guar¬ 
antee of a right to asylum on July 1,1993, thus 
forcing many would-be asylum-seekers to find 
“illegar means of entering the country... Former 
. merrfceis of the SS-Divbion Das Reich and the 
SS-Regiment DerFuhrermet on the weekend of 
October 15, 1994, in the German town of 
Lenggries. About 250 old Nazb attended the 
fascist gathering. Police observed the event, but 
did not intervene. No anti-fascist counter demon¬ 
strations were reported... On Wednesday, Octo¬ 
ber 19,1994, a Vienna court re-sentenced Aus¬ 
trian neo-nazi Gottfried Kussel to 11 years in 
prison. Kussel’s original sentence was declared 
invalid last month due to a legal technicality. 
According to Austrian law, which stronh/ forbids 

national-socialbt activity, Kussel could havebron 
given a Ufe-term. Kussel’s far-right organization 
VAPO, acconiing to the court ruling, was en¬ 
gaged in activity designed to reorganize a na¬ 
tional-socialist movement. Meanwhile, officiab 
in Germany say they are investigating whether 
Kussel was behind the failed letter-bombing at¬ 
tack in 1993 on Ingo Hasselbach, a former neo- 
nazi leader who defected from the far-right scene 
in early 1993... On Saturday, October 22; more 
than 1,000 German and Austrian right-wing 
students and neo-nazis held a congress in 
Innsbruck in Austria to call for indcnpence for 
Tirol, a region of the Alps which was split up 

between Austria andltaly75years ago. Members 

of the right-wing Austrian Freedom Pai^ 
(FPO), which is now Austria’sthird-largestpoliti- 
cal force, addressed the congress, and even 
Innsbrucl^s conservative party (6VP) masrorsent 
his greetings to the delegates. Also in Innsbruck 
were 1,000 riot police with water-cannons and 
two helicopters full of anti-terrorist special units 

who were calledintoblockoffthecongress center 

from the 3,500 anti-fascist demonstrators who 
had gathered in the city center to protest the far- 
right gathering. At least 200 other leftists from 
Germany were turned away at the Austrian 
border, as were several bus loads full of anti¬ 
fascists from Vienna who were not allowed en¬ 
trance into Innsbruck. The demonstration, how¬ 
ever, remained peaceful, and the right-wing as¬ 
sembly took place unhindered. TheTirolian issue 
has been a raltying-point for far-right extremists 
and neo-nazis in both Austria and Germany for 
several decades, and in the 1960s, right-wing 

_I* /M ti «ia\}orp\ ViotTibina 




The Spirit 


Anti-Fascism In Denmark 

Danish Autonomist Chase Off Neo-Nazis 


OnSaturday,Scptembcr24,1994,autonoinisb 
from Copenhagen and residents of southern Den¬ 
mark sucessfully drove the German neo-naz! Meinolf 
'Sch&nbom and his Danbh associates out of the village 
of Kvaers, 12 km north of the German border. 
Schoenbmn used to supph; the German neo-nazi 
movement with literature printed on hb presses in 
Kvaers. Under Danbh law, freedom of the press abo 
covers fascist literature, and the “AusChwHz Lie”, 
preached by Holocaust revisionists like Thies 
Chtbtopherson, b abo not a crime. Therefore, pc^ 
sons livingin Denmark cannot be extradicted to other 
countries for offences that are not crimes in Denmark, 
which b why Schonbom, whose Nationalist Front 
(NF) party was banned in Germany in Noverriber 
19S&, and Christopherson cannot be handed over to 
German officiab. 

During Saturday’s antifa demonstration in 
Kvaers, riot police let loose attack dogs against local 


residents who were demonstrating against 
Schoenbom’s neo-nazi printing facility in the town. 
Several demonstrators were 11:5 ured by dog bites, and 
six lesidente were arrested. Then, five bus loads of 
Copenhagen autonombte arrived atrd clashed with 
riot police. From midni^t until five in the morning, 
autonombts fought with police and attacked 
Schonbom’s house with stones, bottles, atrd sling- 
shob. On Sunday morning, the fasciste packed up 
their printing press and left the town in a car with 
German Ibcettce plates, ft b believed that Schonbom 
and hb associates nray now be residing at Thies 
Chrbtopherson’s house in the town of Kollund. A 
debate has now started in the Danbh media about 
whether Danbh officiab should go after neo-rrazb and 
prosecute them. 

(Adapted firom iaz, Sej^ember27,1994J 


Anti-fascist demo against Meinhotf Schonbom in Kvaers, Denmark. 


Anti-Fascists Target Thies Christopherson 


On Saturriay, October 15, 1,500 anti-fascisb 
demonstrated outeide the home of German nazi Thies 
Christof^erson in the Danbh town of Kollund. Atttifa 

denxjnstrations are now held every Saturdt^r In Kollund 

in an attempt to force the T^yearold convicted 
Holocaust revbionbt out of Denmark. Sititilar dem¬ 
onstrations, conrbined with militant actions, forced 
the leader of the outlawed German neo-nazi Nation¬ 
alist Front (NF), MeinholfSchoenbom, fromfiretown 
of Kvaers inSeptember. Schoenbom had hoped to set 
up a neo-nazi printing press in the town. Although 
artfi-fasebb successfully shut down the nazi press in 
Kvears, Christopherson is still operating his 
“Nordwind” press in Kollund. Under Danbh law, neo- 
nazi lit^ture and Holocaust revbionbt texb arc 
protected forms of free speech. Abo, persons cannot 
be extradicted for crimes which arc not illegal offences 
in Denmark which b why Christopherson, who was 
convicted of hate crimes by a German court in 1984 
and sentenced to eight months in prison before fleeing 
to Denmark, cannot be turned over to German au¬ 
thorities. Danbh officiab are not happy with their new 


international image as the protectors of nco-nazb and 
their printing presses. At tire Gcrman-Danbh border 
on Saturday, severs^ hundred German anti-fascisb 
were confronted by Danbh security forces and not 
permitted to enter tire country to attend the Kollund 
dermnstration. 

‘‘Hate” mail (hch hch) can be sent to the follow¬ 
ing addresses: 

Thies Christopherson 
Moleve} 12 
6340 Kollund 
Denmark 


Tel: 45-74678217 
Fax:45-74678568 


Nordwind 
Skorbakken 8 
6340 Kollund 
Denmark 
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attacks in Itaty... OnSunday evening, Noverrber 
6,1994, the IS-year-old anti-fasebt Piotr K. was 
stabbed in the heart and killed by a 19-year-old 
BundeswehrsoldierinlheGermancityRotenburg- 
on-the-Fulda. The stabbing happened after Piotr 
and a comrade confronted the soldier, who b abo 
a neo-nazi skinhead. The soldier, who claimed 
the stabbing was “in self-defence", was not de- 
tainedby police. A few hundred peopie, and a few 
hundred riot poiice, attended a demonstration to 
protest the murder of Piotr K. on Sunday, Novem¬ 
ber 20 in Rotenburg. As of yet, no charges have 
beenfiled by the state prosecutor against the 
soldier, but “assault” charges are being consid¬ 
ered... On November 30, 1994, the Harributg 
neo-nazi leader Christian Worch was sentenced 
by the state court in Frankfurt.to 2 years in prison 
for leading an illegal organization. Worch was the 
founder the Gealanungagemelnscbaft der 
Neaea Front (GdNF), which b a follow-up 
organization to fte Aktionshont Natloaaler 
SozialIstea/NatioaakAkilvlsten{,PiNSItifi), 
an organization which was banned in 1986. The 

ANS/NA called for the liftingof the ban against the 

NSDAP and the realization of the NSDAP’s 25- 
point national-socialist program. The court mied 
that Worch’s GdNF was continuing to strive 
towards these same goab ^rH^...Afterthe voteby 
Swbs citizens for the sharpening of the country’s 
asylum laws, riob broke out in the city of Luzern. 
During a non-permitted demonstration, oppo¬ 
nents of the new rrreasure attacked pofice with 
stones and smashed in"windows. After 2 police 
officers were hurt in a confrontation on Luzern’s 
Seebruecke bridge, police fired tear gas and 
rrrade 14 arresb. On Sunday, December4,1994, 
72.8% of Switzerland’s voters approved a gov¬ 
ernment proposal which gives police sweeping 
new powers, including the abilityto jail foreigners 
and illegal immigrants as young as 15-years-oki 
for up to three months without being formally 
charged with a crime... On December 15,1994, 
a court in Munich sentenced Ewald Bela 
Althans, the focus on the fiim entitled “Beruf: 
Neonazi" released in Gerrtrany last year, to 
serve an 18-month prison term. Althans was 
convicted of racial hatred and spreading Holo¬ 
caust revbionbt propaganda and videotapes, as 
well as other illegal fasebt materiab. Althans b 
abo due to go on trial carty next year in Berlin on 
charges of Holocaust revbionbm stemming from 
statemenb made by him in the film “Beruf: 
Neonazi” durirrg a vbit to Nazi concentration 
camp at Auschwitz. Durirrg a tour of the former 
death camp, Althans, among other things, re¬ 
marked that “what b taking place here b an 
absolute lie” (dpa^W)...FourGerman ned-nazb 
are on trial in Gross-Gerau near Mainz for being 
I involved in the publication “Der Einblick”, a 
fascist anti-antifa manual which publbhed the 
1 names and addresses of hundreds of liberal and 
leftist judges, social workers, writers, autonomist 
infoshops, anti-fascist activbb, and other “anti- 
G erman forces”. Stephan Cumic, 23, admitted to 
writirrg portions of “Der Bnblick”, and he fin¬ 
gered Norman Wolfgang Kempken, 26, as the 
man who wrote the foreward and fi ■'anc»d and 
edited “Der Bnblick”. 



"THE FIRST UPRI5INC OF THE EZLN" 

Excerpt of a letter from Zapatista Subcomandante Marcos to C^daN^ 

and bis family, fanuary26,1994, as published in La Jornada and other 
Mexican newspapers. 

» Tn Mardi of 1993 the comrades were discussing what would later 
become the “Revolutionary Laws”. Susana [a Tzotal Indian leader] was 
chosen to travel around to dozens of communities to talk with the women’s , 
groups and gather their thoughts about the ‘Law of Women’. When the CCRI 
[Clandestine Indigenous Revolutionary Committee] met to vote on the laws, 
they heard one by one from the commissions on justice, agranan law, war • 
taxes, rights and obligations of the peoples in struggle, and wom^. 

It fell to Susana to read the proposals that had been pulled together from 
the ideas of thousands of incMgenous women. As the reading adwnced, the 
CCRI assembly appeared more and more disturbed. One could hear 
murmuring and remarks. The comments rebounded from one side to the 
other in Choi, Tzeltal, Tzotzil, Tojolabal, Mam, Zoque, and ‘CastUian’ 
[Spanish]. 

"Susana didn’t back off, but continued on the attack; ‘We want to not be 
obliged to mar ry someone we don’t want We want to have only the children 
that we want and can care for. We want the right to be leaders in the 
community. We want the right to speak our opinion and have it respect^. 
We want the right to study, and to drive.’ So it went until she finished. At the 
end, there was a heavy silence. The ‘Laws of Women’ Susana had just read 

sigrdfied, for the indigenous communities, a true revolution. 

"Itie women leaders were still recei\wg the translation, into their 
dialects, of what Susana had said. The guys looked at each other, n^ous, 
upset Suddenly, almost simiiltanebusly, the translators finished and, in a 

gathering movement, the women representatives began to applaud and talk 

among themselves. Which is not to say that the laws were adopted 
unanimously. One Tzeltal representative commented: ‘The good thing is 
that my woman doesn’t understand Spanish, otherwise...’ An ins^gent 

woman-official, Tzotzil, with the rank of infantry major, inteOTpted hto: 

‘You’re screwed, because we’re going to translate into all dialects. The 
comrade’s fa<^ feU. The women representatives were singing, the guys were 

scratching their heads. I, prudently, declared a recess... 

“...This is the truth: he first uprising of the EZLN was in March of 1993 
and it was led by the Zapatista women. There were no casualties, and they 
won. Things of these lands...” (Translation by Oreja) 
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